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• For the first time, in 2012 the total number of intellectual property rights (IPR) applications received exceeded the 40 
thousand mark. 
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• Registrations and grants of IPR in Malaysia showed increasing trends since the last two years. 
• A total of 30,501 IPR were registered and granted in 2012 which exceeded the 30 thousand mark since 2009. 
• Patents grants, trade marks and industrial designs registrations continue to increase with 2,501 grants, 26,076 and 1,924 

registrations, respectively. 
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• The total numbers of IPR registration
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• From overall IPR applications filed, United States Of America (USA) remained the highest country filer in Malaysia with 
5,927 applications, which followed by Japan and Germany with 4,413 and 1,422 applications, respectively.  
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• As measured by the number of applications received for patents, trade marks and industrial designs, USA became the 
largest applicant by 14.5% and followed by Japan with 10.8%. 

• Out of all the top ten IPR applicants, China and Taiwan are the only two countries that not from the high income countries 
made into the rank. 
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• USA had the largest numbers of IPR registrations/grants in Malaysia with 4,116 registrations, followed by Japan with 3,075 
in 2012. 
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• In 2012, high income countries conquered the top ten ranks for having the largest numbers of IPR registered/granted 
excluding China. 

• The largest share is USA with 13.5% and followed by second and third places, Japan with 10.1% and Germany with 4.6%. 
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• In 2012, patents applications recorded an increasing growth for both local and foreign applications with 1,160 and 5,867, 
respectively, from a total of 7,027 filed. 

• Between 2011 and 2012, the growths for both local and foreign applications in patents are 2.1% and 8.2%, respectively. 

PATENTS
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• Applications for patents from foreign countries were the main contributor to the number of filings in Malaysia with the 
average portion of 84% since 2003; meanwhile applications by Malaysian only contribute at average of 16% out of the total 
patent filings. 

• Patents applications exhibited the highest foreign share compared to other components of IPR, which is common with other 
countries as reported by WIPO in 2011. 
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• Patents applications via Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) show an increasing trend since it came into force in 2006. 
• The PCT applications have been exceeding 200 applications since 2008. 
• Following a drop of 24.9% (251) in 2011, PCT applications rebounded in 2012 with growth of 19.5% (300). 
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• A total of 1,696 applications were made by USA which makes it the largest applicant out of 64 foreign countries. 
• The top four foreign countries – USA, Japan, Germany and Switzerland in the list are also the main contributors to the 

number of IPR applications as a whole. 



16l Intellectual Property Corpora  on of Malaysia

MyIPO Sta  s  cal Booklet 2012

• Among the top ten applicants from foreign countries, USA and Japan took the largest shares – with 24.1% and 17.8% 
respectively. 

• Five European countries and four Asian countries were made into the top ten patent applicant ranks. 
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• In 2012, patents recorded an increasing growth of 6.6% for foreign grants with 2,193, but saw a decline of 8.1% for local 
grants with 308 from a total of 2,501 granted. 
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• Corresponding to the higher number of patents applications from foreign countries, 94% of all patents in Malaysia were 
granted to foreign countries, while the remaining 6% patents grants comes from local applicants. 
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• Out of a total of 2,501 patent grants in Malaysia, United States of America continue to top the rank with 582 grants. 
• The ranks are dominated by European countries and two Asian countries are also made into the top 10 list. 
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• USA accounted for 23.3% of total patents grants in Malaysia, followed by Japan (19.2%), Germany (7.2%) and Switzerland 
(5.9%). 

• All the top ten countries that made into the patents grants list are high income countries. 
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• Eight sections of International Patent Classification (IPC) were determined to assign patent applications. 
• Since 1993 onwards, Chemistry; Metallurgy (Section C) remained the highest patent grants compared to other field of 

technologies except in 2001 and 2006. 
• Meanwhile Textiles; Paper (Section D) remained to be the least patent grants since 1993. 
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• IPC section for Chemistry; Metallurgy (Section C) was recorded the highest patents grants in Malaysia with 722 grants 
(28.9%) in 2012. 

• The second highest section of patents grants is Human Necessities (Section A) with 445 (17.8%) and followed by 
Performing Operations; Transporting (Section B) wit   .)%71( 424 h
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• From the total of 31,876 applications, 14,044 were contributed by local and 17,832 by foreign applications. 
• On contrary to patents, trade marks exhibited almost equal shares for both local and foreign applications. 

TRADE MARKS
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• By average, since 2003 more than half (52%) of the total trade marks applications come from foreign countries - slightly 
higher than applications by Malaysian with the average portion of 48%. 

• Between 2011 and 2012, the growths for both local and foreign applications in trade marks are 8% and 12.6%, respectively. 
• Filings for trade marks by local applicants in 2012 saw the highest number which achieved more than 14,000 applications. 
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• Similar to patents, USA and Japan took the top two ranks for trade marks applications in Malaysia with 3,995 (12.5%) and 
2,880 (9%), respectively.  

• Compared to other IP component ranks, China managed to rank third in the top trade marks filing countries with 1,213 
applications. 
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• Five Asian countries and four high income European countries have made into the top ten ranks. 
• According to WIPO report, between 2007 and 2011, Asia saw its share of trade marks applications increase by nearly nine 

percentage points. 



27l Intellectual Property Corpora  on of Malaysia

MyIPO Sta  s  cal Booklet 2012

• In 2012, trade marks applications for Class 9 are the highest share out of 45 classes with 2,581 filings (8.1%), followed 
closely by Class 35 with 2,521 filings (7.9%) and Class 30 with 1,969 filings (6.2%).  

• The total number of trade marks applications for Class 9 increased by 4.4% in 2012 compared to 2011. 
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• USA, Japan and China filed the largest number of applications relating to Class 9, while applicants from Singapore, Australia 
as well as Malaysia have the largest numbers of trade marks applications relating to Class 35. 

• The 11 service-related classes accounted for one-third of all classes specified in applications filed in 2012. This is up by 
11.3% from 2011, demonstrating the continued importance applicants place on protecting their brands in service-oriented 
industries. 
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• From the total of 14,044 trade marks local applications, Class 35 took the first rank with 1,471 filings (9.9%).  
• The second highest local application is Class 30 with 1,208 filings (8.2%). 
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• Between 2011 and 2012, the total number of local applications for Class 35 has increased by 14.6%. 
• Three of the top five class applications belong to service classes. 
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• In 2012, the share percentages of local and foreign trade marks registrations are 37% and 63%, respectively. 
• It showed a slight downward trend for local registrations in 2012. 
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• Between 2011 and 2012, the share of local registrations declined from 43% to 37%, which makes the share of foreign 
registrations grew from 57% to 63%. 

• The average portion for trade marks registrations from foreign countries since 2003 was 66% compared to 34% of the share 
by local registrations. 
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• USA accounted for 12.8% (3,350) of total trade marks registrations which is the largest, followed by Japan with 8.5% (2,227) 
and Singapore with 4.6% (1,201). 

• Foreign countries with high-income economies monopolize the top 10 rank which represent nearly half (44%) of the total 
trade marks registration, with the exception of China. 
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• From the list of top ten trade marks registrations, five are from Asian countries. 
• These top Asian registration account for 20% of total share in registration, while the European account for 15%. 



35l Intellectual Property Corpora  on of Malaysia

MyIPO Sta  s  cal Booklet 2012

• When comparing class counts, Class 9 is the highest share of total trade marks registration (10.2%) with 2,647 registrations 
issued. 

• In addition to its highest numbers of registrations, Class 9 grew by 31.6% from 2011 to 2012. 
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• Most of countries have their trade marks registered in Class 9; however, Switzerland and India have the largest numbers of 
trade marks registrations relating to Class 5. 
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• From the total of 9,765 trade marks local registrations, Class 35 placed the first rank with 814 registrations (8.3%) followed 
by Class 30 with 711 filings (7.3%) and Class 9 with 680 filings (7%). 
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• Between 2011 and 2012, the total number of local registrations for Class 35 has decreased by 11.4% but registration for 
Class 30 increased by 11.6%. 
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• Based on WIPO report, industrial design applications worldwide grew strongly from 2010 to 2011. 
• Industrial design applications in Malaysia grew steadily over the last four years with 857 local applications and 1,225 for 

foreign applications in 2012.  

INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS
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• 59% of industrial designs applications were filed by foreign applicants while local applicants consist of the remaining 41%. 
• The growths in designs filings for both local and foreign applicants are 15.3% and 8.6%, respectively. 
• The majority of the applications which came from foreign countries reflect on intensive use of the design system at offices in 

middle-income countries - WIPO report. 
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• Japan, with 281 designs filings is the largest number of applications in 2012 (13.5%). 
• USA is the second highest number of design filings in 2012, with 236 designs (11.3%). 
• Although Republic of Korea ranked third, it recorded the highest growth in 2012 with nearly 13 times of the previous year’s 

application. 



42l Intellectual Property Corpora  on of Malaysia

MyIPO Sta  s  cal Booklet 2012

• Since 1999, Japan managed to rank first in industrial designs beating USA that monopolized other IP rankings. 
• High-income countries accounted for all the top ten rank of industrial designs filings. 
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• In 2012, Class 9 (packages and containers for the transport or handling of goods) is the largest number of applications in 
industrial designs with 317 filings, a big 44.1% increase over 2011. 

• Meanwhile, Class 14 (recording, communication or information retrieval equipment) is the second highest number of design 
filings in 2012, with 265 designs. 
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• The top five classes accounted for over half (52%) of all classes specified in industrial designs applications. 
• United Kingdom and USA filed the largest number of applications relating to Class 9, while most of industrial designs 

applications in Class 14 came from Republic of Korea with 137 filings. 
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• Class 2 (articles of clothing and haberdashery) is the largest class, accounting for 12.8% of total local applications in 2012, 
followed by Class 9 (11.9%) and Class 25 (10%).  

• The combined share of the top ten classes accounted for three-quarters of total local applications in 2012.  
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• Class 2 became the largest local application for the second year in a row, since 2011. 
• Class 17 (musical instruments) and 18 (printing and office machinery) are the least specified in industrial designs application 

by local applicants. 



47l Intellectual Property Corpora  on of Malaysia

MyIPO Sta  s  cal Booklet 2012

• The foreign registrations of industrial designs remained higher than the local registrations since 2003. 
• In 2012, foreign registrations accounted for 61%, while the local registrations taking the rest of 39% of total registration.  
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• Total industrial designs registrations that were issued to foreign applicants in 2012 increased by 27.3% (1,180), which is the 
highest to date. 

• Meanwhile the total local applicants grew by 4.2% with 744 registrations in 2012. 
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• Japan and USA consistently emerged as the top two foreign countries with 369 (19.2%) and 184 (9.6%) registrations 
respectively, from 30 foreign countries that were issued.  

• Singapore is the only ASEAN country listed in the top ten industrial designs registrations in 2012. 
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• The top ten ranking was dominated by six European countries with 22.1% of total registrations. 
• Japan, USA and Switzerland – top three countries’ shares in the rank exceed the amount of registrations issued to all other 

countries combined in 2012. 
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• Class 9 (packages and containers for the transport or handling of goods) hold the top position with nearly 13% of all 
industrial designs registration, followed by Class 12 (9.6%) and Class 12 (9.4%). 

• Top five classes contributed nearly half (47%) of total registrations. 
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• In comparison to 2011, registrations for Class 9 show a decline by 3.2% in 2012. 
• USA and United Kingdom are two foreign countries with the highest registrations in Class 9; while Japan ranked first in 

industrial designs registrations for Class 12. 



53l Intellectual Property Corpora  on of Malaysia

MyIPO Sta  s  cal Booklet 2012

• In 2012, Class 25 (building units and construction elements) contributed the most (13.6%) of overall industrial designs 
registrations to local applicants. 

• Class 2 (articles of clothing and haberdashery) is the second highest for local registrations with 11.7% and followed by Class 
9 (packages and containers for the transport or handling of goods) with 11.6%. 
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• More than half (56.1%) of the total industrial designs registrations were contributed by the top five class ranking. 
• There was no registration for Class 17 (musical instruments) in 2012. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS

• In 2012, the application for geographical indication remained unchanged from the previous year with seven applications. 
• All applications in 2012 are local products.  
• As for registration, only two products have been registered which are Perlis Harumanis Mango and Champagne. 
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• Copyright (Voluntary Notification) Regulations comes into operation on 1 June 2012. 
• MyIPO received a total of 402 applications for Voluntary Notification. 
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• In 2012, the highest share of application for Copyright Voluntary Notification is literary works which consist of 253 
applications, followed by artistic works with 79 applications. 

• This shows that 63% of the copyrights applications in Malaysia comprises of literary works, while 0.2% in broadcast works.  
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CLASS DETAILS

INDEX - TRADE MARKS CLASS

1 Chemicals used in industry, science and photography, as well as in agriculture, horticulture and forestry; unprocessed artificial 
resins, unprocessed plastics; manures; fire extinguishing compositions; tempering and soldering preparations; chemical 
substances for preserving foodstuffs; tanning substances; adhesives used in industry 

2 Paints, varnishes, lacquers; preservatives against rust and against deterioration of wood; colorants; mordants; raw natural resins; 
metals in foil and powder form for painters, decorators, printers and artists  

3 Bleaching preparations and other substances for laundry use; cleaning, polishing, scouring and abrasive preparations; soaps; 
perfumery, essential oils, cosmetics, hair lotions; dentifrices  

4 Industrial oils and greases; lubricants; dust absorbing, wetting and binding compositions; fuels (including motor spirit) and 
illuminants; candles and wicks for lighting  

5 Pharmaceutical and veterinary preparations; sanitary preparations for medical purposes; dietetic substances adapted for medical 
use, food for babies; plasters, materials for dressings; material for stopping teeth, dental wax; disinfectants; preparations for 
destroying vermin; fungicides, herbicides  

6 Common metals and their alloys; metal building materials; transportable buildings of metal; materials of metal for railway tracks; 
non-electric cables and wires of common metal; ironmongery, small items of metal hardware; pipes and tubes of metal; safes; 
goods of common metal not included in other classes; ores  

7 Machines and machine tools; motors and engines (except for land vehicles); machine coupling and transmission components 
(except for land vehicles); agricultural implements other than hand-operated; incubators for eggs  

8 Hand tools and implements (hand-operated); cutlery; side arms; razors  
9 Scientific, nautical, surveying, photographic, cinematographic, optical, weighing, measuring, signalling, checking (supervision), 

life-saving and teaching apparatus and instruments; apparatus and instruments for conducting, switching, transforming, 
accumulating, regulating or controlling electricity; apparatus for recording, transmission or reproduction of sound or images; 
magnetic data carriers, recording discs; automatic vending machines and mechanisms for coin-operated apparatus; cash 
registers, calculating machines, data processing equipment and computers; fire-extinguishing apparatus  

10 Surgical, medical, dental and veterinary apparatus and instruments, artificial limbs, eyes and teeth; orthopaedic articles; suture 
materials 
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