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Chapter- 1 

Introduction and History of Journalism 

 

 
Journalism is the investigation and reporting of events, issues, and trends to a broad 
audience. Although there is much variation within journalism, the ideal is to inform the 
citizenry. Besides covering organizations and institutions such as government and 
business, journalism also covers cultural aspects of society such as arts and 
entertainment. The field includes jobs such as editing, photojournalism, and 
documentary. 

Johann Carolus's Relation aller Fürnemmen und gedenckwürdigen Historien, published 
in 1605 in Strassburg, is often recognized as the first newspaper. The first successful 
English daily, the Daily Courant, was published from 1702 to 1735. 

In modern society, news media has become the chief purveyor of information and 
opinion about public affairs; but the role and status of journalism, along with other forms 
of mass media, are undergoing changes resulting from the Internet, especially Web 2.0. 

 
History of Journalism 
The history of journalism, or the development of the gathering and transmitting of 
news, spans the growth of technology and trade, marked by the advent of specialized 
techniques for gathering and disseminating information on a regular basis that has 
caused, as one history of journalism surmises, the steady increase of "the scope of news 
available to us and the speed with which it is transmitted." 

Renaissance and the printing press 
The invention of the movable type printing press, attributed to Johannes Gutenberg in 
1456, led to the wide dissemination of the Bible and other printed books. The first 
newspapers appeared in Europe in the 17th century. The first printed periodical was 
Mercurius Gallobelgicus; written in Latin, it appeared in 1594 in Cologne, now 
Germany, and was distributed widely, even finding its way to readers in England. 
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The first regularly published newspaper (as opposed to the earlier "news books", 
published in 8- to 24-page quarto formats) in English was the Oxford Gazette (later the 
London Gazette, and published continually ever since), which first appeared in 1665. It 
began publication while the British royal court was in Oxford to avoid the plague in 
London, and was published twice a week. When the court moved back to London, the 
publication moved with it. An earlier newsbook, the Continuation of Our Weekly News, 
had been published regularly in London since 1623. 

The first daily newspaper, the Daily Courant, appeared in 1702 and continued publication 
for more than 30 years. Its first editor was also the first woman in journalism, although 
she was replaced after only a couple of weeks. By this time, the British had adopted the 
Press Restriction Act, which required that the printer's name and place of publication be 
included on each printed document. 

Journalism in the United States 
The first real colonial newspaper was the New England Courant, published as a sideline 
by printer James Franklin, brother of Benjamin Franklin. Like many other Colonial 
newspapers, it was aligned with party interests and did not publish balanced content. Ben 
Franklin was first published in his brother's newspaper, under the pseudonym Silence 
Dogood, in 1722, and even his brother did not know. Ben Franklin's pseudonymous 
publishing represented a common practice of newspapers of that time of protecting 
writers from retribution from those they criticized, often to the point of what would be 
considered libel today. 

Ben Franklin moved to Philadelphia in 1728 and took over the Pennsylvania Gazette the 
following year. Ben Franklin expanded his business by essentially franchising other 
printers in other cities, who published their own newspapers. By 1750, 14 weekly 
newspapers were published in the six largest colonies. The largest and most successful of 
these could be published up to three times per week. 

American Independence 

By the 1770s, 89 newspapers were published in 35 cities. Most papers at the time of the 
American Revolution were anti-royalist, chiefly because of opposition to the Stamp Act 
taxing newsprint. Colonial governments could suppress newspapers "by denying the 
stamp or refusing to sell approved paper to the offending publisher. 

Newspapers flourished in the new republic — by 1800, there were about 234 being 
published — and tended to be very partisan about the form of the new federal 
government, which was shaped by successive Federalist or Republican presidencies. 
Newspapers directed much abuse toward various politicians, and the eventual duel 
between Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr was fueled by controversy in newspaper 
pages. 
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As the 19th century progressed in America, newspapers began functioning more as 
private businesses with real editors rather than partisan organs, though standards for truth 
and responsibility were still low. Other than local news, much of the content was copied 
from other newspapers. In addition to news stories, there might be poetry or fiction, or 
(especially late in the century) humorous columns." 

Rise of prominent newspapers in the U.S. 

As American cities like New York, Philadelphia, Boston and Washington grew with the 
rise of the Industrial Revolution, so did newspapers. Larger printing presses, the 
telegraph, and other technological innovations allowed newspapers to print thousands of 
copies, boost circulation, and increase revenue. 

The first newspaper to fit the modern definition of a newspaper was the New York 
Herald, founded in 1835 and published by James Gordon Bennett. It was the first 
newspaper to have city staff covering regular beats and spot news, along with regular 
business and Wall Street coverage. In 1838 Bennett also organized the first foreign 
correspondent staff of six men in Europe and assigned domestic correspondents to key 
cities, including the first reporter to regularly cover Congress. 

Not to be outdone was the New York Tribune, which began publishing in 1841 and was 
edited by Horace Greeley. It was the first newspaper to gain national prominence; by 
1861, it shipped thousands of copies daily to other large cities, including 6,000 to 
Chicago, while other Eastern newspapers published weekly editions for shipment to other 
cities. Greeley also organized a professional news staff and embarked on frequent 
publishing crusades for causes he believed in. The Tribune was the first newspaper, in 
1886, to use the linotype machine, invented by Ottmar Mergenthaler, which "rapidly 
increased the speed and accuracy with which type could be set." 

The New York Times, now one of the most well-known newspapers in the world, was 
founded in 1851 by George Jones and Henry Raymond. It established the principle of 
balanced reporting in high-quality writing. At the time, it did not achieve the circulation 
and success it now enjoys. 

Growth of newspapers outside eastern U.S. cities 

The influence of these large newspapers in New York and other Eastern cities slowly 
spread to smaller cities and towns, Weekly newspapers gave way to dailies, and 
competition between newspapers even in small towns became fierce. 

In the Midwest and beyond, there was a boom for local newspapers, which remained 
more focused on local news and services than the larger urban newspapers. Many 
newspapers flourished during the conquest of the West, as homesteaders were required to 
publish notices of their land claims in local newspapers. Many of these papers died out 
after the land rushes ended. 
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The rise of the wire services 

The American Civil War had a profound effect on American journalism. Large 
newspapers hired war correspondents to cover the battlefields, with more freedom than 
correspondents today enjoy. These reporters used the new telegraph and expanding 
railways to move news reports faster to their newspapers. The cost of sending telegraphs 
helped create a new concise or "tight" style of writing which became the standard for 
journalism through the next century. 

The ever-growing demand for urban newspapers to provide more news led to the 
organization of the first of the wire services, a cooperative between six large New York 
City-based newspapers led by David Hale, the publisher of the Journal of Commerce, and 
James Gordon Bennett, to provide coverage of Europe for all of the papers together. 
What became the Associated Press received the first cable transmission ever of European 
news through the trans-Atlantic cable in 1858. 

New forms of journalism 

The New York dailies continued to redefine journalism. James Bennett's Herald, for 
example, didn't just write about the disappearance of David Livingstone in Africa; they 
sent Henry Stanley to find him, which he did, in Uganda. The success of Stanley's stories 
prompted Bennett to hire more of what would turn out to be investigative journalists. He 
also was the first American publisher to bring an American newspaper to Europe by 
founding the Paris Herald, which was the precursor of the International Herald Tribune. 

Charles Anderson Dana of the New York Sun developed the idea of the human interest 
story and a better definition of news value, including uniqueness of a story. 

Era of Hearst and Pulitzer 

William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer both owned newspaper chains in the 
American West, and both established papers in New York City: Hearst's New York 
Journal in 1883 and Pulitzer's New York World in 1896. Their stated missions to defend 
the public interest, their circulation wars and their embrace of sensational reporting, 
which spread to many other newspapers, led to the coinage of the phrase "yellow 
journalism." While the public may have benefitted from the beginnings of "muckraking" 
journalism, their often excessive coverage of juicy stories with sensational reporting 
turned many readers against them. 

Muckraking journalism continued into the 20th Century, led by well-known investigative 
journalists Lincoln Steffens, Ida Tarbell and Upton Sinclair. Their work exposed the 
dismal conditions of the Chicago slums and meatpacking industry, the monopolistic 
practices of the Standard Oil Co. and more. 
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Muckraking publications 

Smaller newspapers and magazines engaged in more investigative reporting than the 
larger dailies, and took greater risks. This gave rise, over time, to an alternative press 
movement, which today is typified by alternative weekly newspapers like The Village 
Voice in New York City and The Phoenix in Boston, as well as political magazines like 
Mother Jones and The Nation. 

Rise of the African-American press 

The rampant and flagrant segregation of and discrimination against African-Americans 
did not prevent them from founding their own daily and weekly newspapers, especially in 
urban areas. These newspapers and other publications flourished because of the loyalty 
their readers had to them. The first black newspaper was called Freedom's Journal, and it 
was first published on March 16, 1827 by John B. Russworn and Samuel Cornish. 

Foreign-language newspapers 

As immigration rose dramatically during the last half of the 19th century, many 
immigrants published newspapers in their native languages to cater to their fellow 
expatriates. One good example is the large number of newspapers published in Yiddish 
for the thousands of Jews who left Eastern Europe. 

Birth of broadcasting in the 20th century 

Guglielmo Marconi and colleagues in 1901 used a wireless radio transmitter to send a 
signal from the United States to Europe. By 1907, his invention was in wide use for 
transatlantic communications. 
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Chapter- 2 

Journalism Ethics and Standards 

 

 
Journalism ethics and standards comprise principles of ethics and of good practice as 
applicable to the specific challenges faced by professional journalists. Historically and 
currently, this subset of media ethics is widely known to journalists as their professional 
"code of ethics" or the "canons of journalism". The basic codes and canons commonly 
appear in statements drafted by both professional journalism associations and individual 
print, broadcast, and online news organizations. 

“ Every news organization has only its credibility and reputation to rely on. ” 
-Tony Burman, ex-editor-in-chief of CBC News 

While various existing codes have some differences, most share common elements 
including the principles of — truthfulness, accuracy, objectivity, impartiality, fairness 
and public accountability — as these apply to the acquisition of newsworthy information 
and its subsequent dissemination to the public. 

Like many broader ethical systems, journalism ethics include the principle of "limitation 
of harm." This often involves the withholding of certain details from reports such as the 
names of minor children, crime victims' names or information not materially related to 
particular news reports release of which might, for example, harm someone's reputation. 

Some journalistic Codes of Ethics, notably the European ones, also include a concern 
with discriminatory references in news based on race, religion, sexual orientation, and 
physical or mental disabilities. The European Council approved in 1993 Resolution 1003 
on the Ethics of Journalism which recommends journalists to respect yet the presumption 
of innocence, in particular in cases that are still sub judice. 

Evolution and purpose of codes of journalism 
The principles of Journalistic codes of ethics are designed as guides through numerous 
difficulties, such as conflicts of interest, to assist journalists in dealing with ethical 
dilemmas. The codes and canons provide journalists a framework for self-monitoring and 
self-correction as 
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Codes of practice 
While journalists in the United States and European countries have led in formulation and 
adoption of these standards, such codes can be found in news reporting organizations in 
most countries with freedom of the press. The written codes and practical standards vary 
somewhat from country to country and organization to organization, but there is a 
substantial overlap among mainstream publications and societies. The International 
Federation of Journalists launched a global Ethical Journalism Initiative in 2008 aimed at 
strengthening awareness of these issues within professional bodies. 

One of the leading voices in the U.S. on the subject of Journalistic Standards and Ethics 
is the Society of Professional Journalists. The Preamble to its Code of Ethics states: 

...public enlightenment is the forerunner of justice and the foundation of 
democracy. The duty of the journalist is to further those ends by seeking truth and 
providing a fair and comprehensive account of events and issues. Conscientious 
journalists from all media and specialties strive to serve the public with 
thoroughness and honesty. Professional integrity is the cornerstone of a 
journalist's credibility. 

The Radio-Television News Directors Association, an organization exclusively centered 
on electronic journalism, maintains a code of ethics centering on—public trust, 
truthfulness, fairness, integrity, independence and accountability. RTDNA publishes a 
pocket guide to these standards. 

Common elements 
The primary themes common to most codes of journalistic standards and ethics are the 
following. 

Accuracy and standards for factual reporting 

• Reporters are expected to be as accurate as possible given the time allotted to 
story preparation and the space available, and to seek reliable sources. 

• Events with a single eyewitness are reported with attribution. Events with two or 
more independent eyewitnesses may be reported as fact. Controversial facts are 
reported with attribution. 

• Independent fact-checking by another employee of the publisher is desirable 
• Corrections are published when errors are discovered 
• Defendants at trial are treated only as having "allegedly" committed crimes, until 

conviction, when their crimes are generally reported as fact (unless, that is, there 
is serious controversy about wrongful conviction). 

• Opinion surveys and statistical information deserve special treatment to 
communicate in precise terms any conclusions, to contextualize the results, and to 
specify accuracy, including estimated error and methodological criticism or flaws. 
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Slander and libel considerations 

• Reporting the truth is almost never libel, which makes accuracy very important. 
• Private persons have privacy rights that must be balanced against the public 

interest in reporting information about them. Public figures have fewer privacy 
rights in U.S. law, where reporters are immune from a civil case if they have 
reported without malice. In Canada, there is no such immunity; reports on public 
figures must be backed by facts. 

• Publishers vigorously defend libel lawsuits filed against their reporters, usually 
covered by libel insurance. 

Harm limitation principle 

During the normal course of an assignment a reporter might go about—gathering facts 
and details, conducting interviews, doing research, background checks, taking photos, 
video taping, recording sound—harm limitation deals with the questions of whether 
everything learned should be reported and, if so, how. This principle of limitation means 
that some weight needs to be given to the negative consequences of full disclosure, 
creating a practical and ethical dilemma. The Society of Professional Journalists' code of 
ethics offers the following advice, which is representative of the practical ideals of most 
professional journalists. Quoting directly: 

• Show compassion for those who may be affected adversely by news coverage. Use 
special sensitivity when dealing with children and inexperienced sources or 
subjects. 

• Be sensitive when seeking or using interviews or photographs of those affected by 
tragedy or grief. 

• Recognize that gathering and reporting information may cause harm or 
discomfort. Pursuit of the news is not a license for arrogance. 

• Recognize that private people have a greater right to control information about 
themselves than do public officials and others who seek power, influence or 
attention. Only an overriding public need can justify intrusion into anyone's 
privacy. 

• Show good taste. Avoid pandering to lurid curiosity. 
• Be cautious about identifying juvenile suspects or victims of sex crimes. 
• Be judicious about naming criminal suspects before the formal filing of charges. 
• Balance a criminal suspect's fair trial rights with the public's right to be 

informed. 

Presentation 

Ethical standards should not be confused with common standards of quality of 
presentation, including: 

• Correctly spoken or written language (often in a widely spoken and formal 
dialect, such as Standard English) 
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• Clarity 
• Brevity (or depth, depending on the niche of the publisher) 

Self-regulation 
In addition to codes of ethics, many news organizations maintain an in-house 
Ombudsman whose role is, in part, to keep news organizations honest and accountable to 
the public. The ombudsman is intended to mediate in conflicts stemming from internal 
and or external pressures, to maintain accountability to the public for news reported, and 
to foster self-criticism and to encourage adherence to both codified and uncodified ethics 
and standards. This position may be the same or similar to the public editor, though 
public editors also act as a liaison with readers and do not generally become members of 
the Organisation of News Ombudsmen. 

An alternative is a news council, an industry-wide self-regulation body, such as the Press 
Complaints Commission, set up by UK newspapers and magazines. Such a body is 
capable perhaps of applying fairly consistent standards, and of dealing with a higher 
volume of complaints, but may not escape criticisms of being toothless. 

Ethics and standards in practice 
As with other ethical codes, there is a perennial concern that the standards of journalism 
are being ignored. One of the most controversial issues in modern reporting is media bias, 
especially on political issues, but also with regard to cultural and other issues. 
Sensationalism is also a common complaint. Minor factual errors are also extremely 
common, as almost anyone who is familiar with the subject of a particular report will 
quickly realize. 

There are also some wider concerns, as the media continue to change, for example that 
the brevity of news reports and use of soundbites has reduced fidelity to the truth, and 
may contribute to a lack of needed context for public understanding. From outside the 
profession, the rise of news management contributes to the real possibility that news 
media may be deliberately manipulated. Selective reporting (spiking, double standards) 
are very commonly alleged against newspapers, and by their nature are forms of bias not 
easy to establish, or guard against. 

This section does not address specifics of such matters, but issues of practical 
compliance, as well as differences between professional journalists on principles. 

Standards and reputation 

Among the leading news organizations that voluntarily adopt and attempt to uphold the 
common standards of journalism ethics described herein, adherence and general quality 
varies considerably. The professionalism, reliability and public accountability of a news 
organization are three of its most valuable assets. An organization earns and maintains a 
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strong reputation, in part, through a consistent implementation of ethical standards, which 
influence its position with the public and within the industry. 

Genres and ethics 

Advocacy journalists — a term of some debate even within the field of journalism — by 
definition tend to reject "objectivity", while at the same time maintaining many other 
common standards and ethics. 

Creative nonfiction and Literary journalism use the power of language and literary 
devices more akin to fiction to bring insight and depth into often book-length treatment of 
the subjects about which they write. Such devices as dialogue, metaphor, digression and 
other such techniques offer the reader insights not usually found in standard news 
reportage. However, authors in this branch of journalism still maintain ethical criteria 
such as factual and historical accuracy as found in standard news reporting. Yet, with 
brilliant prose, they venture outside the boundaries of standard news reporting in offering 
richly detailed accounts. One widely regarded author in the genre is Joyce Carol Oates, as 
with her book on boxer Mike Tyson. 

New Journalism and Gonzo journalism also reject some of the fundamental ethical 
traditions and will set aside the technical standards of journalistic prose in order to 
express themselves and reach a particular audience or market segment. 

Tabloid journalists are often accused of sacrificing accuracy and the personal privacy of 
their subjects in order to boost sales. Supermarket tabloids are often focused on 
entertainment rather than news. A few have "news" stories that are so outrageous that 
they are widely read for entertainment purposes, not for information. Some tabloids do 
purport to maintain common journalistic standards, but may fall far short in practice. 
Others make no such claims. 

Some publications deliberately engage in satire, but give the publication the design 
elements of a newspaper, for example, The Onion, and it is not unheard of for other 
publications to offer the occasional, humorous articles appearing on April Fool's Day. 

Relationship with freedom of the press 

In countries without freedom of the press, the majority of people who report the news 
may not follow the above-described standards of journalism. Non-free media are often 
prohibited from criticizing the national government, and in many cases are required to 
distribute propaganda as if it were news. Various other forms of censorship may restrict 
reporting on issues the government deems sensitive. 

Variations, violations, and controversies 

There are a number of finer points of journalistic procedure that foster disagreements in 
principle and variation in practice among "mainstream" journalists in the free press. Laws 
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concerning libel and slander vary from country to country, and local journalistic 
standards may be tailored to fit. For example, the United Kingdom has a broader 
definition of libel than does the United States. 

Accuracy is important as a core value and to maintain credibility, but especially in 
broadcast media, audience share often gravitates toward outlets that are reporting new 
information first. Different organizations may balance speed and accuracy in different 
ways. The New York Times, for instance, tends to print longer, more detailed, less 
speculative, and more thoroughly verified pieces a day or two later than many other 
newspapers. 24-hour television news networks tend to place much more emphasis on 
getting the "scoop." Here, viewers may switch channels at a moment's notice; with fierce 
competition for ratings and a large amount of airtime to fill, fresh material is very 
valuable. Because of the fast turn-around, reporters for these networks may be under 
considerable time pressure, which reduces their ability to verify information. 

Laws with regard to personal privacy, official secrets, and media disclosure of names and 
facts from criminal cases and civil lawsuits differ widely, and journalistic standards may 
vary accordingly. Different organizations may have different answers to questions about 
when it is journalistically acceptable to skirt, circumvent, or even break these regulations. 
Another example of differences surrounding harm reduction is the reporting of 
preliminary election results. In the United States, some news organizations feel that it is 
harmful to the democratic process to report exit poll results or preliminary returns while 
voting is still open. Such reports may influence people who vote later in the day, or who 
are in western time zones, in their decisions about how and whether or not to vote. There 
is also some concern that such preliminary results are often inaccurate and may be 
misleading to the public. Other outlets feel that this information is a vital part of the 
transparency of the election process, and see no harm (if not considerable benefit) in 
reporting it. 

Taste, decency and acceptability 

Audiences have different reactions to depictions of violence, nudity, coarse language, or 
to people in any other situation that is unacceptable to or stigmatized by the local culture 
or laws (such as the consumption of alcohol, homosexuality, illegal drug use, scatological 
images, etc.). Even with similar audiences, different organizations and even individual 
reporters have different standards and practices. These decisions often revolve around 
what facts are necessary for the audience to know. 

When certain distasteful or shocking material is considered important to the story, there 
are a variety of common methods for mitigating negative audience reaction. Advance 
warning of explicit or disturbing material may allow listeners or readers to avoid content 
they would rather not be exposed to. Offensive words may be partially obscured or 
bleeped. Potentially offensive images may be blurred or narrowly cropped. Descriptions 
may be substituted for pictures; graphic detail might be omitted. Disturbing content might 
be moved from a cover to an inside page, or from daytime to late evening, when children 
are less likely to be watching. 

_________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES_________________



WT

There is often considerable controversy over these techniques, especially concern that 
obscuring or not reporting certain facts or details is self-censorship that compromises 
objectivity and fidelity to the truth, and which does not serve the public interest. 

For example, images and graphic descriptions of war are often violent, bloody, shocking 
and profoundly tragic. This makes certain content disturbing to some audience members, 
but it is precisely these aspects of war that some consider to be the most important to 
convey. Some argue that "sanitizing" the depiction of war influences public opinion 
about the merits of continuing to fight, and about the policies or circumstances that 
precipitated the conflict. The amount of explicit violence and mutilation depicted in war 
coverage varies considerable from time to time, from organization to organization, and 
from country to country. 

Reporters have also been accused of indecency in the process of collecting news, namely 
that they are overly intrusive in the name of journalistic insensitivity. War correspondent 
Edward Behr recounts the story of a reporter during the Congo Crisis who walked into a 
crowd of Belgian evacuees and shouted, "Anyone here been raped and speaks English?" 

Campaigning in the media 

Many print publications take advantage of their wide readership and print persuasive 
pieces in the form of unsigned editorials that represent the official position of the 
organization. Despite the ostensible separation between editorial writing and news 
gathering, this practice may cause some people to doubt the political objectivity of the 
publication's news reporting. (Though usually unsigned editorials are accompanied by a 
diversity of signed opinions from other perspectives.) 

Other publications and many broadcast media only publish opinion pieces that are 
attributed to a particular individual (who may be an in-house analyst) or to an outside 
entity. One particularly controversial question is whether media organizations should 
endorse political candidates for office. Political endorsements create more opportunities 
to construe favoritism in reporting, and can create a perceived conflict of interest. 

Investigative methods 

Investigative journalism is largely an information-gathering exercise, looking for facts 
that are not easy to obtain by simple requests and searches, or are actively being 
concealed, suppressed or distorted. Where investigative work involves undercover 
journalism or use of whistleblowers, and even more if it resorts to covert methods more 
typical of private detectives or even spying, it brings a large extra burden on ethical 
standards. 

Anonymous sources are double-edged - they often provide especially newsworthy 
information, such as classified or confidential information about current events, 
information about a previously unreported scandal, or the perspective of a particular 
group that may fear retribution for expressing certain opinions in the press. The downside 
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is that the condition of anonymity may make it difficult or impossible for the reporter to 
verify the source's statements. Sometimes sources hide their identities from the public 
because their statements would otherwise quickly be discredited. Thus, statements 
attributed to anonymous sources may carry more weight with the public than they might 
if they were attributed.  

The Washington press has been criticized in recent years for excessive use of anonymous 
sources, in particular to report information that is later revealed to be unreliable. The use 
of anonymous sources increased markedly in the period before the 2003 invasion of Iraq. 

Science issues 

The mainstream press is often criticized for poor accuracy in reporting science news. 
Many reporters are not scientists, and are thus not familiar with the material they are 
summarizing. Technical information is also difficult to contextualize for lay audiences, 
and short-form reporting makes providing background, context, and clarification even 
harder. Food scares are an example of the need for responsible science journalism, as are 
stories connected with the safety of medical procedures. 

Examples of ethical dilemmas 

One of the primary functions of journalism ethics is to aid journalists in dealing with 
many ethical dilemmas they may encounter. From highly sensitive issues of national 
security to everyday questions such as accepting a dinner from a source, putting a bumper 
sticker on one's car, publishing a personal opinion blog, a journalist must make decisions 
taking into account things such as the public's right to know, potential threats, reprisals 
and intimidations of all kinds, personal integrity, conflicts between editors, reporters and 
publishers or management, and many other such conundra. The following are illustrations 
of some of those. 

• The Pentagon Papers dealt with extremely difficult ethical dilemmas faced by 
journalists. Despite government intervention, The Washington Post, joined by The 
New York Times, felt the public interest was more compelling and both published 
reports. (The cases went to the Supreme Court where they were merged and are 
known as New York Times Co. v. United States, 403 U.S. 713. 

• The Washington Post also once published a story about a listening device that the 
United States had installed over an undersea Soviet cable during the height of the 
cold war. The device allowed the United States to learn where Soviet submarines 
were positioned. In that case, Post Executive Editor Ben Bradlee chose not to run 
the story on national security grounds. However, the Soviets subsequently 
discovered the device and, according to Bradlee, "It was no longer a matter of 
national security. It was a matter of national embarrassment." However, the U.S. 
government still wanted The Washington Post not to run the story on the basis of 
national security, yet, according to Bradlee, "We ran the story. And you know 
what, the sun rose the next day." 
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• The Ethics Advice Line for Journalists, a joint venture, public service project of 
Chicago Headline Club Chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists and 
Loyola University Chicago Center for Ethics and Social Justice, provides some 
examples of typical ethical dilemmas reported to their ethical dilemma hotline and 
are typical of the kinds of questions faced by many professional journalists. 

A partial listing of questions received by The Ethics AdviceLine: 

• Is it ethical to make an appointment to interview an arsonist sought by police, 
without informing police in advance of the interview? 

• Is lack of proper attribution plagiarism? 
• Should a reporter write a story about a local priest who confessed to a sex crime if 

it will cost the newspaper readers and advertisers who are sympathetic to the 
priest? 

• Is it ethical for a reporter to write a news piece on the same topic on which he or 
she has written an opinion piece in the same paper? 

• Under what circumstances do you identify a person who was arrested as a relative 
of a public figure, such as a local sports star? 

• Freelance journalists and photographers accept cash to write about, or take photos 
of, events with the promise of attempting to get their work on the AP or other 
news outlets, from which they also will be paid. Is that ethical? 

• Can a journalist reveal a source of information after guaranteeing confidentiality 
if the source proves to be unreliable? 

Failing to uphold standards 

Such a code of conduct can, in the real world, be difficult to uphold consistently. 
Journalists who believe they are being fair or objective may give biased accounts—by 
reporting selectively, trusting too much to anecdote, or giving a partial explanation of 
actions. Even in routine reporting, bias can creep into a story through a reporter's choice 
of facts to summarize, or through failure to check enough sources, hear and report 
dissenting voices, or seek fresh perspectives. 

A news organization's budget inevitably reflects decision-making about what news to 
cover, for what audience, and in what depth. Those decisions may reflect conscious or 
unconscious bias. When budgets are cut, editors may sacrifice reporters in distant news 
bureaus, reduce the number of staff assigned to low-income areas, or wipe entire 
communities from the publication's zone of interest. 

Publishers, owners and other corporate executives, especially advertising sales 
executives, can try to use their powers over journalists to influence how news is reported 
and published. Journalists usually rely on top management to create and maintain a 
"firewall" between the news and other departments in a news organization to prevent 
undue influence on the news department. One journalism magazine, Columbia 
Journalism Review, has made it a practice to reveal examples of executives who try to 
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influence news coverage, of executives who do not abuse their powers over journalists, 
and of journalists who resist such pressures. 

Self-censorship is a growing problem in journalism, particularly in covering countries 
that sharply restrict press freedom. As commercial pressure in the media marketplace 
grows, media organizations are loath to lose access to high-profile countries by producing 
unflattering stories. For example, CNN admitted that it had practiced self-censorship in 
covering the Saddam Hussein regime in Iraq in order to ensure continued access after the 
regime had thrown out other media. CNN correspondent Christiane Amanpour also 
complained of self-censorship during the invasion of Iraq due to the fear of alienating key 
audiences in the US. There are claims that the media are also avoiding covering stories 
about repression and human rights violations by the Israeli and Iranian regimes in order 
to maintain a presence in those countries. 

Reporting versus editorializing 

Generally, publishers and consumers of journalism draw a distinction between reporting 
— "just the facts" — and opinion writing, often by restricting opinion columns to the 
editorial page and its facing or "op-ed" (opposite the editorials) page. Unsigned editorials 
are traditionally the official opinions of the paper's editorial board, while op-ed pages 
may be a mixture of syndicated columns and other contributions, frequently with some 
attempt to balance the voices across some political or social spectrum. 

The distinction between reporting and opinion can break down. In the UK, the Press 
Complaints Commission states that "the Press, whilst free to be partisan, must distinguish 
clearly between comment, conjecture and fact" but some commentators have suggested 
there can sometimes be a blurring of opinion and fact. Complex stories often require 
summarizing and interpretation of facts, especially if there is limited time or space for a 
story. Stories involving great amounts of interpretation are often labelled "news 
analysis," but still run in a paper's news columns. The limited time for each story in a 
broadcast report rarely allows for such distinctions. 

_________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES_________________



WT

Chapter- 3 

Freedom of the Press 

 

 
Freedom of the press is the freedom of communication and expression through vehicles 
including various electronic media and published materials. While such freedom mostly 
implies the absence of interference from an overreaching state, its preservation may be 
sought through constitutional or other legal protections. 

With respect to governmental information, any government may distinguish which 
materials are public or protected from disclosure to the public based on classification of 
information as sensitive, classified or secret and being otherwise protected from 
disclosure due to relevance of the information to protecting the national interest. Many 
governments are also subject to sunshine laws or freedom of information legislation that 
are used to define the ambit of national interest. 

Basic principles and criteria 
"I fear the newspapers more than a hundred thousand bayonets." 
— Napoleon Bonaparte  

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states: "Everyone has the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference, 
and impart information and ideas through any media regardless of frontiers" 

This philosophy is usually accompanied by legislation ensuring various degrees of 
freedom of scientific research (known as scientific freedom), publishing, press and 
printing the depth to which these laws are entrenched in a country's legal system can go 
as far down as its constitution. The concept of freedom of speech is often covered by the 
same laws as freedom of the press, thereby giving equal treatment to spoken and 
published expression. 

Besides legal definitions, some non-governmental organizations use other criteria to 
judge the level of press freedom around the world: 

• Reporters Without Borders considers the number of journalists murdered, 
expelled or harassed, and the existence of a state monopoly on TV and radio, as 
well as the existence of censorship and self-censorship in the media, and the 
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overall independence of media as well as the difficulties that foreign reporters 
may face. 

• The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) uses the tools of journalism to help 
journalists by tracking press freedom issues through independent research, fact-
finding missions, and firsthand contacts in the field, including local working 
journalists in countries around the world. CPJ shares information on breaking 
cases with other press freedom organizations worldwide through the International 
Freedom of Expression Exchange, a global e-mail network. CPJ also tracks 
journalist deaths and detentions. CPJ staff applies strict criteria for each case; 
researchers independently investigate and verify the circumstances behind each 
death or imprisonment. 

• Freedom House likewise studies the more general political and economic 
environments of each nation in order to determine whether relationships of 
dependence exist that limit in practice the level of press freedom that might exist 
in theory. So the concept of independence of the press is one closely linked with 
the concept of press freedom. 

Status of press freedom worldwide 

Worldwide press freedom index 

 
 

Freedom of the press worldwide according to Reporters Without Borders 

Every year, Reporters Without Borders establishes a ranking of countries in terms of their 
freedom of the press. The Worldwide press freedom index list is based on responses to 
surveys sent to journalists that are members of partner organisations of the RWB, as well 
as related specialists such as researchers, jurists and human rights activists. The survey 
asks questions about direct attacks on journalists and the media as well as other indirect 
sources of pressure against the free press, such as pressure on journalists by non-
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governmental groups. RWB is careful to note that the index only deals with press 
freedom, and does not measure the quality of journalism. 

In 2009, the countries where press was the most free were Finland, Norway, Ireland, 
Sweden and Denmark. The country with the least degree of press freedom was Eritrea, 
followed by North Korea, Turkmenistan, Iran and Myanmar (Burma). 

Freedom of the Press 

Freedom of the Press is a yearly report by US-based non-governmental organization 
Freedom House, measuring the level of freedom and editorial independence enjoyed by 
the press in every nation and significant disputed territories around the world. Levels of 
freedom are scored on a scale from 1 (most free) to 100 (least free). Depending on the 
basics, the nations are then classified as "Free", "Partly Free", or "Not Free". 

In 2009 Iceland, Norway, Finland, Denmark, and Sweden topped the list with North 
Korea, Turkmenistan, Myanmar (Burma), Libya, Eritrea at the bottom. 

Non-democratic states 

According to Reporters Without Borders, more than a third of the world's people live in 
countries where there is no press freedom. Overwhelmingly, these people live in 
countries where there is no system of democracy or where there are serious deficiencies 
in the democratic process. Freedom of the press is an extremely problematic 
problem/concept for most non-democratic systems of government since, in the modern 
age, strict control of access to information is critical to the existence of most non-
democratic governments and their associated control systems and security apparatus. To 
this end, most non-democratic societies employ state-run news organizations to promote 
the propaganda critical to maintaining an existing political power base and suppress 
(often very brutally, through the use of police, military, or intelligence agencies) any 
significant attempts by the media or individual journalists to challenge the approved 
"government line" on contentious issues. In such countries, journalists operating on the 
fringes of what is deemed to be acceptable will very often find themselves the subject of 
considerable intimidation by agents of the state. This can range from simple threats to 
their professional careers (firing, professional blacklisting) to death threats, kidnapping, 
torture, and assassination. Reporters Without Borders reports that, in 2003, 42 journalists 
lost their lives pursuing their profession and that, in the same year, at least 130 journalists 
were in prison as a result of their occupational activities. In 2005, 63 journalists and 5 
media assistants were killed worldwide. 

• The Lira Baysetova case in Kazakhstan. 
• In Nepal, Eritrea and China (mainland only), journalists may spend years in jail 

simply for using the "wrong" word or photo. 
• The Georgiy R. Gongadze case in Ukraine 
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According to the Press Freedom Index for 2007, Iran ranked 166th out of 169 nations. 
Only three other countries - Eritrea, North Korea and Turkmenistan - had more 
restrictions on news media freedom than Iran. The government of Ali Khamenei and the 
Supreme National Security Council had imprisoned 50 journalists in 2007 and had all but 
eliminated press freedom. Reporters Without Borders (RWB) has dubbed Iran the 
"Middle East's biggest prison for journalists." 

Regions closed to foreign reporters 

• Chechnya, Russia 
• Myanmar (Burma) 
• Jammu & Kashmir, Pakistan 
• Papua, Indonesia 
• Waziristan, Pakistan 
• Agadez, Niger 

History 

England 

The Glorious Revolution of 1688 in England established parliamentary sovereignty over 
the Crown and, above all, the right of revolution. A major contributor to Western liberal 
theory was John Locke. Locke argued in Two Treatises of Government that the individual 
placed some of his rights present in the state of nature in trusteeship with the sovereign 
(government) in return for protection of certain natural individual rights. A social 
contract was entered into by the people. 
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First page of John Milton's 1644 edition of Areopagitica 

Until 1694, England had an elaborate system of licensing. No publication was allowed 
without the accompaniment of a government-granted license. Fifty years earlier, at a time 
of civil war, John Milton wrote his pamphlet Areopagitica. In this work Milton argued 
forcefully against this form of government censorship and parodied the idea, writing 
"when as debtors and delinquents may walk abroad without a keeper, but unoffensive 
books must not stir forth without a visible jailer in their title." Although at the time it did 
little to halt the practice of licensing, it would be viewed later a significant milestone as 
one of the most eloquent defenses of press freedom. 

Milton's central argument was that the individual is capable of using reason and 
distinguishing right from wrong, good from bad. In order to be able to exercise this ration 
right, the individual must have unlimited access to the ideas of his fellow men in “a free 
and open encounter." From Milton's writings developed the concept of the open 
marketplace of ideas, the idea that when people argue against each other, the good 
arguments will prevail. One form of speech that was widely restricted in England was 
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seditious libel, and laws were in place that made criticizing the government a crime. The 
King was above public criticism and statements critical of the government were 
forbidden, according to the English Court of the Star Chamber. Truth was not a defense 
to seditious libel because the goal was to prevent and punish all condemnation of the 
government. 

John Stuart Mill approached the problem of authority versus liberty from the viewpoint 
of a 19th century utilitarian: The individual has the right of expressing himself so long as 
he does not harm other individuals. The good society is one in which the greatest number 
of persons enjoy the greatest possible amount of happiness. Applying these general 
principles of liberty to freedom of expression, Mill states that if we silence an opinion, 
we may silence the truth. The individual freedom of expression is therefore essential to 
the well-being of society. 

Mill’s application of the general principles of liberty is expressed in his book On Liberty: 
"If all mankind minus one, were of one opinion, and one, and only one person were of the 
contrary opinion, mankind would be no more justified in silencing that one person, than 
he, if he had the power, would be justified in silencing mankind". 

India 

The Indian Constitution, while not mentioning the word "press", provides for "the right to 
freedom of speech and expression" (Article 19(1) a). However this right is subject to 
restrictions under sub clause (2), whereby this freedom can be restricted for reasons of 
"sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly relations with 
foreign States, public order, preserving decency, preserving morality, in relation to 
contempt, court, defamation, or incitement to an offense". Laws such as the Official 
Secrets Act and Prevention of Terrorist Activities Act (PoTA) have been used to limit 
press freedom. Under PoTA, person could be detained for up to six months for being in 
contact with a terrorist or terrorist group. PoTA was repealed in 2006, but the Official 
Secrets Act 1923 continues. 

For the first half-century of independence, media control by the state was the major 
constraint on press freedom. Indira Gandhi famously stated in 1975 that All India Radio 
is "a Government organ, it is going to remain a Government organ..." With the 
liberalization starting in the 1990s, private control of media has burgeoned, leading to 
increasing independence and greater scrutiny of government. Organizations like CNN-
IBN, NDTV and Times Now have been particularly influential, e.g. in bringing about the 
resignation of powerful Haryana minister Venod Sharma. 

Nazi Germany (1933-1945) 

The dictatorship of Adolf Hitler largely suppressed freedom of the press through Joseph 
Goebbels' Ministry of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda. As the Ministry's name 
implies, propaganda did not carry the negative connotations that it does today (or did in 
the Allied countries); how-to manuals were openly distributed by that same ministry 
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explaining the craft of effective propaganda. The Ministry also acted as a central control-
point for all media, issuing orders as to what stories could be run and what stories would 
be suppressed. Anyone involved in the film industry—from directors to the lowliest 
assistant—had to sign an oath of loyalty to the Nazi Party, due to opinion-changing 
power Goebbels perceived movies to have. (Goebbels himself maintained some personal 
control over every single film made in Nazi Europe.) Journalists who crossed the 
Propaganda Ministry were routinely imprisoned or shot as traitors. 

Poland and Lithuania 

Freedom of Press laws are first passed in the Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth in 1532. 

Sweden 

The world's first Freedom of the Press Act was introduced in Sweden in 1766. 

Denmark-Norway 

Between September 4, 1770 and October 7, 1771 the kingdom of Denmark-Norway had 
the most unrestricted freedom of press of any country in Europe. This occurred during the 
regime of Johann Friedrich Struensee, whose first act was to abolish the old censorship 
laws. However, due to the great amount of mostly anonymous pamphlets published that 
was critical and often slanderous towards Struensee's own regime, he reinstated some 
restrictions regarding the freedom of press a year later, October 7, 1771. 

Implications of new technologies 
Many of the traditional means of delivering information are being slowly superseded by 
the increasing pace of modern technological advance. Almost every conventional mode 
of media and information dissemination has a modern counterpart that offers significant 
potential advantages to journalists seeking to maintain and enhance their 'freedom of 
speech'. A few simple examples of such phenomena include: 

• Terrestrial television versus satellite television: Whilst terrestrial television is 
relatively easy to manage and manipulate, satellite television is much more 
difficult to control as journalistic content can easily be broadcast from other 
jurisdictions beyond the control of individual governments. An example of this in 
the Middle East is the satellite broadcaster Al Jazeera. This Arabic language 
media channel operates out of Qatar, whose government is relatively liberal with 
respect to many of its neighboring states. As such, its views and content are often 
problematic to a number of governments in the region and beyond. However, 
because of the increased affordability and miniaturisation of satellite technology 
(e.g. dishes and receivers) it is simply not practicable for most states to control 
popular access to the channel. 

• Web-based publishing (e.g., blogging) vs. traditional publishing: Traditional 
magazines and newspapers rely on physical resources (e.g. offices, printing 
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presses) that can easily be targeted and forced to close down. Web-based 
publishing systems can be run using ubiquitous and inexpensive equipment and 
can operate from any global jurisdiction. To get control over web publications, 
nations and organisations are using Geolocation and Geolocation software. 

• Voice over Internet protocol (VOIP) vs. conventional telephony: Although 
conventional telephony systems are easily tapped and recorded, modern VOIP 
technology can employ sophisticated encryption systems to evade central 
monitoring systems. As VOIP and similar technologies become more widespread 
they are likely to make the effective monitoring of journalists (and their contacts 
and activities) a very difficult task for governments. 

Naturally, governments are responding to the challenges posed by new media 
technologies by deploying increasingly sophisticated technology of their own (a notable 
example being China's attempts to impose control through a state run internet service 
provider that controls access to the Internet) but it seems that this will becomes an ever 
increasingly difficult task as journalists continue to find new ways to exploit technology 
and stay one step ahead of the generally slower moving government institutions that 
attempt to censor them. 

In May 2010, U.S. President Barack Obama signed legislation intended to promote a free 
press around the world, a bipartisan measure inspired by the murder in Pakistan of Daniel 
Pearl, the Wall Street Journal reporter, shortly after the September 11 attacks in 2001. 
The legislation, called the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the Press Act, requires the United 
States Department of State to expand its scrutiny of news media restrictions and 
intimidation as part of its annual review of human rights in each country. 

Organizations for press freedom 
• Article 19 
• Canadian Journalists for Free Expression 
• The Committee to Protect Journalists 
• Electronic Frontier Foundation 
• Freedom House 
• Index on Censorship 
• Inter American Press Association 
• International Freedom of Expression Exchange 
• Internationale Medienhilfe 
• International Press Institute 
• OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 
• Reporters Without Borders 
• Student Press Law Center 
• World Association of Newspapers 
• World Press Freedom Committee 
• Worldwide Governance Indicators 
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Legal status 
Journalists around the world often write about the governments in their nations, and those 
governments have widely varying policies and practices towards journalists, which 
control what they can research and write, and what press organizations can publish. Many 
Western governments guarantee the freedom of the press, and do relatively little to 
restrict press rights and freedoms, while other nations severely restrict what journalists 
can research and/or publish. 

Journalists in many nations have enjoyed some privileges not enjoyed by members of the 
general public, including better access to public events, crime scenes and press 
conferences, and to extended interviews with public officials, celebrities and others in the 
public eye. These privileges are available because of the perceived power of the press to 
turn public opinion for or against governments, their officials and policies, as well as the 
perception that the press often represents their consumers. These privileges extend from 
the legal rights of journalists but are not guaranteed by those rights. Sometimes 
government officials may attempt to punish individual journalists who irk them by 
denying them some of these privileges extended to other journalists. 

Nations or jurisdictions that formally license journalists may confer special privileges and 
responsibilities along with those licenses, but in the United States the tradition of an 
independent press has avoided any imposition of government-controlled examinations or 
licensing. Some of the states have explicit shield laws that protect journalists from some 
forms of government inquiry, but those statutes' definitions of "journalist" were often 
based on access to printing presses and broadcast towers. A national shield law has been 
proposed. 

In some nations, journalists are directly employed, controlled or censored by their 
governments. In other nations, governments who may claim to guarantee press rights 
actually intimidate journalists with threats of arrest, destruction or seizure of property 
(especially the means of production and dissemination of news content), torture or 
murder. 

Journalists who elect to cover conflicts, whether wars between nations or insurgencies 
within nations, often give up any expectation of protection by government, if not giving 
up their rights to protection by government. Journalists who are captured or detained 
during a conflict are expected to be treated as civilians and to be released to their national 
government. 
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Chapter- 4 

Citizen Journalism 

 

 
Citizen journalism (also known as "public", "participatory", "democratic", "guerrilla" or 
"street journalism") is the concept of members of the public "playing an active role in the 
process of collecting, reporting, analyzing and disseminating news and information," 
according to the seminal 2003 report We Media: How Audiences are Shaping the Future 
of News and Information. Authors Bowman and Willis say: "The intent of this 
participation is to provide independent, reliable, accurate, wide-ranging and relevant 
information that a democracy requires." 

Citizen journalism should not be confused with community journalism or civic 
journalism, which are practiced by professional journalists, or collaborative journalism, 
which is practiced by professional and non-professional journalists working together. 
Citizen journalism is a specific form of citizen media as well as user generated content. 

Mark Glaser, a freelance journalist who frequently writes on new media issues, said in 
2006: 

The idea behind citizen journalism is that people without professional journalism training 
can use the tools of modern technology and the global distribution of the Internet to 
create, augment or fact-check media on their own or in collaboration with others. For 
example, you might write about a city council meeting on your blog or in an online 
forum. Or you could fact-check a newspaper article from the mainstream media and point 
out factual errors or bias on your blog. Or you might snap a digital photo of a 
newsworthy event happening in your town and post it online. Or you might videotape a 
similar event and post it on a site such as YouTube. 

In What is Participatory Journalism?, J. D. Lasica classifies media for citizen journalism 
into the following types: 

1. Audience participation (such as user comments attached to news stories, personal 
blogs, photos or video footage captured from personal mobile cameras, or local 
news written by residents of a community) 

2. Independent news and information Websites (Consumer Reports, the Drudge 
Report) 

3. Full-fledged participatory news sites (NowPublic, Third Report, OhmyNews, 
DigitalJournal.com, GroundReport) 

_________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES_________________



WT

4. Collaborative and contributory media sites (Slashdot, Kuro5hin, Newsvine) 
5. Other kinds of "thin media." (mailing lists, email newsletters) 
6. Personal broadcasting sites (video broadcast sites such as KenRadio). 

New media theorist Terry Flew states that there are 3 elements "critical to the rise of 
citizen journalism and citizen media": open publishing, collaborative editing and 
distributed content. From this perspective, Wikipedia itself is the largest and most 
successful citizen journalism project, with news often breaking through Wikipedia 
editors, and stories being maintained as new facts emerge. 

History 
The idea that average citizens can engage in the act of journalism has a long history in the 
United States. The modern citizen journalist movement emerged after journalists 
themselves began to question the predictability of their coverage of such events as the 
1988 U.S. presidential election. Those journalists became part of the public, or civic, 
journalism movement, a countermeasure against the eroding trust in the news media and 
widespread public disillusionment with politics and civic affairs. 

Initially, discussions of public journalism focused on promoting journalism that was "for 
the people" by changing the way professional reporters did their work. According to 
Leonard Witt, however, early public journalism efforts were, "often part of 'special 
projects' that were expensive, time-consuming and episodic. Too often these projects 
dealt with an issue and moved on. Professional journalists were driving the discussion. 
They would say, "Let's do a story on welfare-to-work (or the environment, or traffic 
problems, or the economy)," and then they would recruit a cross-section of citizens and 
chronicle their points of view. Since not all reporters and editors bought into this form of 
public journalism, and some outright opposed it, reaching out to the people from the 
newsroom was never an easy task." By 2003, in fact, the movement seemed to be 
petering out, with the Pew Center for Civic Journalism closing its doors. 

With today’s technology the citizen journalist movement has found new life as the 
average person can capture news and distribute it globally. As Yochai Benkler has noted, 
“the capacity to make meaning – to encode and decode humanly meaningful statements – 
and the capacity to communicate one’s meaning around the world, are held by, or readily 
available to, at least many hundreds of millions of users around the globe.” Professor 
Mary-Rose Papandrea, a constitutional law professor at Boston College, notes in her 
article, Citizen Journalism and the Reporter’s Privilege, that: 

[i]n many ways, the definition of journalist has now come full circle. When the First 
Amendment was adopted, “freedom of the press” referred quite literally to the freedom to 
publish using a printing press, rather than the freedom of organized entities engaged in 
the publishing business. The printers of 1775 did not exclusively publish newspapers; 
instead, in order to survive financially they dedicated most of their efforts printing 
materials for paying clients. The newspapers and pamphlets of the American 
Revolutionary era were predominantly partisan and became even more so through the 
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turn of the century. They engaged in little newsgathering and instead were predominantly 
vehicles for opinion. 

The passage of the term “journalism” into common usage in the 1830s occurred at 
roughly the same time that newspapers, using highspeed rotary steam presses, began 
mass circulation throughout the eastern United States. Using the printing press, 
newspapers could distribute exact copies to large numbers of readers at a low incremental 
cost. In addition, the rapidly increasing demand for advertising for brand- name products 
fueled the creation of publications subsidized in large part by advertising revenue. It was 
not until the late nineteenth century that the concept of the “press” morphed into a 
description of individuals and companies engaged in an often competitive commercial 
media enterprise. 

Birth of Blogs and the Indymedia Movement 

In 1999, activists in Seattle created a response to the WTO meeting being held there. 
These activists understood the only way they could get into the corporate media was by 
blocking the streets. And then, the scant 60 seconds of coverage would show them being 
carted off by the police, but without any context to explain why they were protesting. 
They knew they had to create an alternative media model. Since then, the Indymedia 
movement has experienced exponential growth, and IMCs have been created in over 200 
cities all over the world. 

 
 

NowPublic Co-founder Michael Tippett 
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Simultaneously, journalism that was "by the people" began to flourish, enabled in part by 
emerging internet and networking technologies, such as weblogs, chat rooms, message 
boards, wikis and mobile computing. A relatively new development is the use of 
convergent polls, allowing editorials and opinions to be submitted and voted on. 
Overtime, the poll converges on the most broadly accepted editorials and opinions. In 
South Korea, OhmyNews became popular and commercially successful with the motto, 
"Every Citizen is a Reporter." Founded by Oh Yeon-ho on February 22, 2000, it has a 
staff of some 40-plus traditional reporters and editors who write about 20% of its content, 
with the rest coming from other freelance contributors who are mostly ordinary citizens. 
OhmyNews now has an estimated 50,000 contributors, and has been credited with 
transforming South Korea's conservative political environment. 

In 2001, ThemeParkInsider.com became the first online publication to win a major 
journalism award for a feature that was reported and written entirely by readers, earning 
an Online Journalism Award from the Online News Association and Columbia Graduate 
School of Journalism for its "Accident Watch" section, where readers tracked injury 
accidents at theme parks and shared accident prevention tips. 

During the 2004 U.S. presidential election, both the Democratic and Republican parties 
issued press credentials to citizen bloggers covering the convention, marking a new level 
of influence and credibility for nontraditional journalists. Some bloggers also began 
watchdogging the work of conventional journalists, monitoring their work for biases and 
inaccuracy. 

A recent trend in citizen journalism has been the emergence of what blogger Jeff Jarvis 
terms hyperlocal journalism, as online news sites invite contributions from local residents 
of their subscription areas, who often report on topics that conventional newspapers tend 
to ignore. "We are the traditional journalism model turned upside down," explains Mary 
Lou Fulton, the publisher of the Northwest Voice in Bakersfield, California. "Instead of 
being the gatekeeper, telling people that what's important to them 'isn't news,' we're just 
opening up the gates and letting people come on in. We are a better community 
newspaper for having thousands of readers who serve as the eyes and ears for the Voice, 
rather than having everything filtered through the views of a small group of reporters and 
editors." 

Who are citizen journalists? 
According to Jay Rosen, citizen journalists "the people formerly known as the audience," 
who "were on the receiving end of a media system that ran one way, in a broadcasting 
pattern, with high entry fees and a few firms competing to speak very loudly while the 
rest of the population listened in isolation from one another— and who today are not in a 
situation like that at all. ... The people formerly known as the audience are simply the 
public made realer, less fictional, more able, less predictable." 

"Doing citizen journalism right means crafting a crew of correspondents who are 
typically excluded from or misrepresented by local television news: low-income women, 
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minorities and youth -- the very demographic and lifestyle groups who have little access 
to the media and that advertisers don't want," says Robert Huesca, an associate professor 
of communication at Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas. 

Abraham Zapruder, who filmed the assassination of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
with a home-movie camera, is sometimes presented as an ancestor of all «citizen 
journalists». 

Public Journalism is now being explored via new media such as the use of mobile 
phones. Mobile phones have the potential to transform reporting and places the power of 
reporting in the hands of the public. Mobile telephony provides low-cost options for 
people to set up news operations. One small organization providing mobile news and 
exploring public journalism is Jasmine News in Sri Lanka. 

According to Mark Glaser, during 9/11 many eyewitness accounts of the terrorist attacks 
on the World Trade Center came from citizen journalists. Images and stories from citizen 
journalists close to the World Trade Center offered content that played a major role in the 
story. 

In 2004, when the 9.1-magnitude underwater earthquake caused a huge tsunami in Banda 
Aceh Indonesia, news footage from many people who experienced the tsunami was 
widely broadcast. 

During the 2009 Iranian election protests the microblog service Twitter played an 
important role, after foreign journalists had effectively been "barred from reporting". One 
of the most outstanding contributors from inside Iran has been persiankiwi. 

Criticisms 
Citizen journalists may be activists within the communities they write about. This has 
drawn some criticism from traditional media institutions such as The New York Times, 
which have accused proponents of public journalism of abandoning the traditional goal of 
'objectivity'. Many traditional journalists view citizen journalism with some skepticism, 
believing that only trained journalists can understand the exactitude and ethics involved 
in reporting news. 

An academic paper by Vincent Maher, the head of the New Media Lab at Rhodes 
University, outlined several weaknesses in the claims made by citizen journalists, in 
terms of the "three deadly E's", referring to ethics, economics and epistemology. This 
paper has itself been criticized in the press and blogosphere. 

An article in 2005 by Tom Grubisich reviewed ten new citizen journalism sites and found 
many of them lacking in quality and content. Grubisich followed up a year later with, 
"Potemkin Village Redux." He found that the best sites had improved editorially and 
were even nearing profitability, but only by not expensing editorial costs. Also according 
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to the article, the sites with the weakest editorial content were able to aggressively 
expand because they had stronger financial resources. 

Another article published on Pressthink examined Backfence, a citizen journalism site 
with initial three locations in the DC area, which reveals that the site has only attracted 
limited citizen contributions. The author concludes that, "in fact, clicking through 
Backfence's pages feels like frontier land -– remote, often lonely, zoned for people but 
not home to any. The site recently launched for Arlington, Virginia. However, without 
more settlers, Backfence may wind up creating more ghost towns." 

David Simon, a former Baltimore Sun reporter and writer/producer of the popular TV 
series, "The Wire," criticized the concept of citizen journalism—claiming that unpaid 
bloggers who write as a hobby cannot replace trained, professional, seasoned journalists. 

"I am offended to think that anyone, anywhere believes American institutions as 
insulated, self-preserving and self-justifying as police departments, school systems, 
legislatures and chief executives can be held to gathered facts by amateurs pursuing the 
task without compensation, training or for that matter, sufficient standing to make public 
officials even care to whom it is they are lying to." 

An editorial published by The Digital Journalist web magazine expressed a similar 
position, advocating to abolish the term "citizen journalist" and replacing it with "citizen 
news gatherer". 

"Professional journalists cover fires, floods, crime, the legislature and the White House 
every day. There is either a fire line or police line, or security, or the Secret Service who 
allow them to pass upon displaying credentials vetted by the departments or agencies 
concerned. A citizen journalist, an amateur, will always be on the outside of those lines. 
Imagine the White House throwing open its gates to admit everybody with a camera 
phone to a presidential event." 

Edward Greenberg, a New York City litigator, notes higher vulnerability of 
unprofessional journalists in court compared to the professional ones: 

"So-called shield laws, which protect reporters from revealing sources, vary from state to 
state. On occasion, the protection is dependent on whether the person asserted the claim 
is in fact a journalist. There are many cases at both the state and federal levels where 
judges determine just who is/is not a journalist. Cases involving libel often hinge on 
whether the actor was or was not a member of the "press"." 

The above does not mean that professional journalists are fully protected against being 
subpoenaed. In the 1972 Branzburg v. Hayes case the Supreme Court of the United States 
invalidated the use of the First Amendment as a defense for reporters summoned to 
testify before a grand jury. In 2005, the reporter's privilege of reporters Judith Miller and 
Matthew Cooper was rejected by the appellate court, and both were sentenced to eighteen 
months of jail time. 
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Others criticize the formulation of the term "citizen journalism" to describe the concept, 
as the word "citizen" has a conterminous relation to the nation-state. The fact that many 
millions of people are considered stateless and often without citizenship (such as refugees 
or immigrants without papers) limits the concept to those recognised only by 
governments. Additionally the global nature of many participatory media initiatives, such 
as the Independent Media Center, makes talking of journalism in relation to a particular 
nation-state largely redundant as its production and dissemination do not recognise 
national boundaries. Some additional names given to the concept based on this analysis 
are grassroots media, people's media, or participatory media. 

Proponents of citizen journalism 
Dan Gillmor, former technology columnist with the San Jose Mercury News, is one of the 
foremost proponents of citizen journalism, and founded a nonprofit, the Center for 
Citizen Media, to help promote it. The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation's French-
language television network has also organized a weekly public affairs program called, "5 
sur 5", which has been organizing and promoting citizen-based journalism since 2001. 
On the program, viewers submit questions on a wide variety of topics, and they, 
accompanied by staff journalists, get to interview experts to obtain answers to their 
questions. 

Jay Rosen, a journalism professor at New York University, was one of public 
journalism's earliest proponents. From 1993 to 1997, he directed the Project on Public 
Life and the Press, funded by the Knight Foundation and housed at NYU. He also 
currently runs the PressThink weblog. 
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Chapter- 5 

Journalism School 

 

 
A journalism school is a school or department, usually part of an established university, 
where journalists are trained. An increasingly used term for a journalism department, 
school or college is 'J-School'. Many of the most famous and respected journalists of the 
past and present had no formal training in journalism, but learned their craft on the job, 
often starting out as copy boys/copy girls. Today, in many parts of the world it is usual 
for journalists to first complete university-level training which incorporates both 
technical skills such as research skills, interviewing technique and shorthand and 
academic studies in media theory, cultural studies and ethics. 

Historically, in the United Kingdom entrants used first to complete a non media-studies 
related degree course, giving maximum educational breadth, prior to taking a specialist 
postgraduate pre-entry course. However, this has changed over the last ten years with 
journalism training and education moving to higher educational institutions. There are 
now over 60 universities in the UK offering BA honours degrees in journalism. 
Postgraduate courses are more well-established, some of which are either recognised by 
the National Union of Journalists (NUJ) or the National Council for the Training of 
Journalists (NCTJ). 

History 
The first program for journalism education was introduced by former Confederate 
General, Robert E. Lee, during his presidency at Washington and Lee University, in 
Lexington, Virginia, in the 1860s. Both the Missouri School of Journalism at the 
University of Missouri founded by Walter Williams in 1908 and the Ecole Superieure de 
Journalisme in Paris, France founded in 1899 claim to be the worlds first journalism 
school. Although Paris's school opened its doors in 1899 after three years of internal 
debates, the question was discussed in Missouri since 1895. Since then the journalism 
school has become standard at most major universities. 

Top journalism schools 
There have been various attempts to rank journalism schools, and the question of which 
are the "best" or "top" journalism schools is frequently raised on the internet by students. 
Many institutions claim to be leading schools of journalism, and there is inevitably debate 
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about which are the most appropriate criteria with which to evaluate and judge journalism 
schools. Awards are obvious indicators of a quality J-school, as are the quality of school 
graduates. 

Australia and New Zealand 

In Australia, a ranking of all journalism schools has been assembled based on graduating 
students' assessments of the quality of their courses. The top five journalism schools in 
Australia, based on student satisfaction ratings over four years, are (in order), Jschool 
Journalism College in Brisbane, University of the Sunshine Coast in Queensland, 
University of Western Sydney, Murdoch University in Western Australia and University 
of Technology in Sydney. Figures for the most recent year for which data is available 
(2008) indicate 100 percent satisfaction among students at Bond University and Jschool 
(both in Queensland), and 85-86 percent satisfaction among students at the Universities 
of Canberra, Newcastle and the Sunshine Coast. The New Zealand Training 
Organisation has published a list of New Zealand's journalism schools recognised by 
industry. 

Europe 

The Centre de Formation des Journalistes (CFJ) was founded in 1946 by two Resistance 
leaders, although both Ecole Superieure de Journalisme of Paris and Lille had been 
founded earlier (1899 and 1924 respectively). Located on the rue du Louvre in Paris, 
many of the leading journalists in France today graduated from this school and come 
back to help train today's students. Other main French journalisme schools are École 
supérieure de journalisme de Lille, created in 1924, Ecole de journalisme de Sciences Po, 
CELSA, École supérieure de journalisme de Paris and Institut Pratique du Journalisme, 
all in Paris. 

During the Third Reich, the Nazis established the Reichspresseschule (Imperial School of 
Press), in which journalists were taught to write what the National Socialist German 
Workers' Party wanted the german public to think. After the war, the first Journalism 
school in Germany was founded in 1949 as Werner Friedmann Institute. 1961 the 
schools name was changed into Deutsche Journalistenschule (German school of 
journalism). Today, the Deutsche Journalistenschule is often credited as the best school 
for journalism in the country. 

Europe's most long-established postgraduate centre of journalism education is the highly-
regarded School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies at Cardiff University which 
was founded in 1970 by Sir Tom Hopkinson. The course was also the UK's top-rated 
course by the National Council for the Training of Journalists for the academic year 
2007/8. The London School of Journalism (LSJ) is an independent and highly acclaimed 
institution with well-recognised Postgraduate programs in Journalism and writing. 

London's City University, Sheffield, University of Central Lancashire, Liverpool John 
Moores and Kingston University also have well-respected journalism departments, and is 
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developing fully converged journalism courses without reference to separate production 
disciplines such as radio journalism, newspaper journalism or magazine journalism. 
Issues from a European perspective in evaluating journalism schools are discussed by the 
president of the European Journalism Training Association: 

In Russia, the MSU Faculty of Journalism is the leading journalism school. The majority 
of textbooks on journalism in Russian were written by MSU scientists. 

In Minsk (Belarus) The Institute of Journalism of BSU is one of the leading scientific 
and educational centers in the sphere of Mass Media on the territory of the former soviet 
countries. It possesses a high scientific and pedagogical potential and it’s able to prepare 
high-qualified professionals of Mass Media ready to work in Belarus and abroad. 

In Spain, the School of Communication of the University of Navarre is the most 
prestigious and many of the top journalists in Spain have studied in this School, founded 
in 1958. 

Latin America 

An evaluation of developments in journalism education in Latin America has been 
undertaken by Professor Rosental Calmon Alves. 

JOURNALISM SCHOOLS IN COLOMBIA 

In Colombia, the high court determined in 1998 that journalism was not a career. This 
High court said that journalism is a human right, not a profession. 

Because of the ruling there are many schools of communications in Colombia where 
people study to work in mainly enterprises, but not in mass media 

There are only two schools of journalism: 

University of Antioquia, a public institution in Medellín, offers Journalism inside the 
Communications faculty. And University of Rosario in Bogotá, a private institution 
offers Public Opinion Journalism 

North America 

A listing (unranked) of Canadian journalism schools has been assembled by Canadian-
Universities.net. Journalism schools are listed and classified on the "J-Schools & 
Programs" page of The Canadian Journalism Project 

In the United States the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communications (ACEJMC) applies nine standards in evaluating university programs: 
mission, governance and administration; curriculum and instruction; diversity and 
inclusiveness; full-time and part-time faculty; scholarship: research, creative and 
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professional activity; student services; resources, facilities and equipment; professional 
and public service; and assessment of learning outcomes. The ACEJMCC has awarded 
accreditation to 109 university and college programs of study in journalism and mass 
communications, but does not attempt to rank the courses or programs. It accredits 
colleges, schools, Departments or "Divisions. The listing of a unit as accredited indicates 
that the unit has been judged by ACEJMC to meet its standards. That judgment is 
rendered after a self-study prepared by the faculty and administration of the unit and an 
independent evaluation of the unit by educators and practitioners.The listing shows the 
bachelor's and professional master's degree programs that were examined during the 
unit's most recent accreditation review. Some units offer degrees in addition to those 
listed here. ACEJMC does not accredit programs leading to the Ph.D., which is 
considered a research (and not a professional) degree. The Council does not list 
sequences or specialties. 

Editor & Publisher has presented an unranked list of leading journalism schools, while 
U.S. News & World Report produces annual lists of the top schools in advertising, print, 
and other categories based on responses to questionnaires sent to deans and faculty 
members. A list based on a variety of resources claims to identify the "ten most popular 
journalism schools in the United States". One critic has pointed to the anecdotal nature of 
much j-school ranking in the absence of effective tracking of journalism graduates' career 
paths. 

Debate about the role of journalism schools 
One of the most cited critiques of a journalism school was Michael Lewis's article in The 
New Republic (1993), "J-school ate my brain" (), which was strongly criticized by 
University of Maryland College of Journalism dean Reese Cleghorn in American 
Journalism Review: Discussion of the issues raised by Lewis was evident a decade later 
in the Chronicle of Higher Education colloquy on journalism education, Columbia 
Journalism Review's "Searching for the perfect j-school" and "The j-school debate" in the 
Christian Science Monitor. Alternative approaches to journalism education were 
suggested in Jack Shafer's Slate article "Can J-school be saved? Professional advice for 
Columbia University". An article in The Australian discusses "What makes a good school 
of journalism". 

On the internet, a range of weblogs have been set up by journalism students to chronicle 
or to criticize their journalism colleges. Examples are: An example of a weblog criticising 
university journalism education in Australia is. One journalism school in the UK, at the 
University of Westminster, has established a clearing house where all students are 
expected to contribute to the development and content of their own education and 
training using blogs. 

Various commentaries on journalism education are related to criticisms of contemporary 
news media standards and values. One example is a paper by Jan Schaffer, executive 
director of J-Lab: the Institute for Interactive Journalism. A controversial paper to 
Australia's peak newspaper industry body PANPA (Pacific Area Newspaper Publishers 
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Association) by Professor John Henningham ("Journalism sold short in media courses") 
blamed industry lack of interest and university cost-cutting for falling standards in 
journalism education. In Canada, Mark Anderson of the Ottawa Citizen has argued the 
case for teaching business journalism in college rather than on the job. Canadian 
journalism professor Rick MacLean has rejected criticism by Robert Fulford ("Just what 
is the point of j-school") that the best potential journalists will find their way into the 
media, while many existing j-school students show no interest in news or the media. 
MacLean argues that education in journalism helps empower members of the public to 
understand how media work. 

List of journalism schools and programs 

United States 

• The Mayborn School of Journalism at The University of North Texas 
• University of Oregon 
• University of Georgia's Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication 
• [Howard University's John H. Johnson School of Communications] 
• William Allen White School of Journalism, University of Kansas 
• St. John's University (New York), Journalism program 
• Emory University Journalism Program 
• Elon University School of Communication 
• University of Utah school of Journalism and Mass Communication 
• Ernie Pyle School of Journalism, Indiana University Bloomington 
• Henry W. Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication at the 

University of Georgia 
• The Department of Journalism, Roy H. Park School of Communications, Ithaca 

College 
• The College of Communications Department of Journalism at the Pennsylvania 

State University 
• The College of Communication and Information Sciences at The University of 

Alabama 
• The Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute at New York University 
• Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Southern California, 

and the University of Pennsylvania 
• University of Oregon School of Journalism and Communication 
• School of Journalism and Mass Communications at University of South Carolina 
• The Edward R. Murrow School of Communication at Washington State 

University 
• Philip Merrill College of Journalism at the University of Maryland 
• Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism 
• College of Journalism and Mass Communications at the University of Nebraska 
• Gaylord College of Journalism and Mass Communication at the University of 

Oklahoma 
• Hofstra University - Department of Journalism, Media Studies, and Public 

Relations  
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• University of South Carolina (of Journalism and Mass Communication) in 
Columbia, SC 

• W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass Communications at Marshall 
University 

• S. I. Newhouse School of Public Communications at Syracuse University. 
• E.W. Scripps School of Journalism at Ohio University 
• University of Texas School of Journalism 
• Michigan State University School of Journalism 
• Mayborn School of Journalism at University of North Texas 
• Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern University 
• Missouri School of Journalism at University of Missouri 
• University of Florida School of Journalism 
• UC Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism 
• University of Colorado School of Journalism and Mass Communication 
• University of Wisconsin–Madison 
• University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh 
• University of Iowa Adler School of Journalism 
• Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication at Arizona State 

University 
• W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass Communication at Marshall 

University 
• Boston University College of Communication 
• School of Journalism and Mass Communication at University of Minnesota 
• School of Journalism and Mass Communication at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill 
• School of Communication at American University 
• The School of Journalism at the University of Arizona 
• College of Communications at University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
• The Washington Journalism Center in Washington, D.C. 
• School of Media and Public Affairs at The George Washington University 
• The P. I. Reed School of Journalism at West Virginia University 
• School of Communication (formerly Dept. of Journalism & Mass 

Communication), Point Park University 
• A.Q. Miller Sr. School of Journalism & Mass Communications, Kansas State 

University 
• The Jack Valenti School of Communication, University of Houston 
• School of Journalism at Southern Illinois University Carbondale  
• School of Communication—First Amendment Plaza, Northern Arizona 

University 
• The School of Journalism and Broadcasting at Western Kentucky University 
• Department of Communication (Journalism, Broadcasting & Mass 

Communication) at North Dakota State University 

Canada 

• The Department of Journalism at Concordia University in Montreal, QC. 
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• University of Western Ontario 
• School of Journalism at University of Regina 
• School of Journalism and Communication at Carleton University 
• Journalism at University of Guelph-Humber 
• Journalism at Ryerson University 
• Journalism at University of Toronto Scarborough, Scarborough Campus, Joint 

Program with Centennial College 
• Journalism at University of Ottawa, Joint Program with either Algonquin College 

or La Cité Collégiale 
• School of Journalism at the University of British Columbia 
• Journalism at University of King's College 
• Journalism at Grant MacEwan University in Edmonton, AB 
• Journalism at St. Thomas University in Fredericton, NB 

Latin America 

• Communication School of Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
• Escola de Comunicação e Artes of the Universidade de São Paulo, Brazil 
• Faculdade Cásper Líbero of Social Communication, Brazil 
• Faac in UNESP, Brazil 
• Escola de Comunicação in Universidade Anhembi-Morumbi, Brazil 
• Colombia: University of Antioquia Journalsim career. Rosario university Public 

Opinion Journalism 
• Chile: Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile was the first Journalism School 

outside the US in being accredited by the ACEMJC. 

Asia 

• Kushabhau Thakare University of Journalism & MASS Communication Raipur 
Kushabhau Thakre Patrakarita Avam Jansanchar University India. 

• Manorama School of Communication (MASCOM), Kottayam, Kerala 
• Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC), New Delhi 
• R K Films & Media Academy, New Delhi, India 
• EDITWORKS School of Mass Communication, NOIDA, Delhi NCR 
• Department of Mass Communication and Journalism, University of Dhaka, 

Dhaka, Bangladesh 
• Department of Mass Communication, Assam University, Silchar, Assam, India 
• Asian College of Journalism, Chennai 
• A J K Mass Communication Research Centre, Jamia, New Delhi 
• School of Journalism and Communication, Chinese University of Hong Kong 
• Centre for Media and Communication Studies, International Islamic University 

Islamabad IIUI, Pakistan. 
• Department of Mass Communication, Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad 

Pakistan. 
• Department of Mass Communication, University of Karachi Pakistan. 
• Department of Media Studies, Islamia University Bahawalpur Pakistan. 
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• Department of Mass Communication, National University of Modern Languages 
Pakistan. 

• Department of Mass Communication, University of the Punjab Lahore Paistan. 
• Department of Mass Communication, Bahauddin Zakariya University Multan 

Pakistan. 
• Department of Journalism, Hong Kong Baptist University 
• Institute for Journalism and Society, Hong Kong Baptist University 
• Journalism and Media Studies Centre, University of Hong Kong 
• Emirates School of Journalism ESJ-Orient TV, Dubai, UAE 
• Department of Media Studies, Faculty of Arts and Letters, University of Santo 

Tomas, Manila, Philippines 
• Department of Journalism at the College of Mass Communication, University of 

the Philippines Diliman 
• Department of Journalism, College of Communication, Polytechnic University of 

the Philippines 
• Asian Institute of Journalism and Communication 
• Department of Journalism, Shih Hsin University, Taiwan 
• Department of Journalism, National Chengchi University, Taiwan 
• Department of Journalism & Communication Studies, Fu Jen Catholic University, 

Taiwan 
• Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication, Thammasat University, 

Thailand 
• Faculty of Mass Communication, Chiang Mai University, Thailand 
• Division of Journalism & Publishing at Wee Kim Wee School of Communication 

and Information, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 
• Department of Communications, Pusan National University, South Korea 
• Department of Communication, Seoul National University, South Korea 
• Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Hankuk University of 

Foreign Studies, Seoul, South Korea 
• Department of Media and Communications, Korea University, South Korea 
• Department of Communication and Journalism (University of Pune) 
• Department of Journalism & Mass Communication, University of Calcutta 
• Department of Journalism, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, Malaysia 
• Department of Journalism & Mass Communication, Tribhuvan University, Nepal 

Australia and New Zealand 

• University of Queensland - School of Journalism and Communication 
• Charles Sturt University – School of Communication 
• Jschool: Journalism Education & Training 
• RMIT – School of Media and Communication 
• James Cook University 
• University of South Australia - School of Communication, International Studies 

and Languages 
• Edith Cowan University – School of Communications and Arts 
• University of the Sunshine Coast 
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• University of Technology, Sydney – Journalism Department 
• AUT University, Auckland - School of Communication Studies 
• University of Canterbury - School of Journalism 

Europe 

• Journalism Department, Winchester University, England 
• Faculty of Journalism, Humanities Institute of TV & Radio Broadcasting - 

Moscow, Russia 
• Birmingham School of Media, Birmingham City University - Birmingham, 

England 
• Edinburgh Napier University, Edinburgh, Scotland 
• Centre for Broadcasting and Journalism, Nottingham Trent University – 

Nottingham, England 
• City University Journalism Department – London, England 
• Institute of Communications Studies, University of Leeds – Yorkshire, England 
• Kingston University Journalism Department - Kingston, England 
• Lincoln School of Journalism, University of Lincoln - Lincoln, England 
• London College of Communication, University of the Arts, London – London, 

England 
• London School of Journalism - London, England 
• Westminster University Journalism Department – London, England 
• CELSA Paris – Sorbonne University, France 
• CFJ Paris-based Journalism School and Training center, Paris, France 
• Ecole Supérieure de Journalisme - Lille, France 
• Ecole Supérieure de Journalisme de Paris - Paris, France 
• Paris Institute of Political Science – Paris, France 
• Deutsche Journalistenschule – Munich, Germany 
• Freie Journalistenschule - Berlin, Germany 
• Master universitario in Giornalismo, IULM University of Milan - Milano, Italy 
• Scuola Superiore di Giornalismo "Massimo Baldini", LUISS Guido Carli - Rome, 

Italy 
• Moscow State University Faculty of Journalism – Moscow, Russia 
• JMG, University of Gothenburg – Gothenburg, Sweden 
• School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies, Cardiff University – Cardiff, 

Wales 
• Department of Journalism Khazar University – Baku, Azerbaijan 
• School voor Journalistiek, Hogeschool Utrecht - Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Africa 

• Ecole Supérieure de Journalisme et de Communication - Casablanca, Morocco 
• University of Stellenboch - Stellenboch, South Africa 

_________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES_________________



WT

Chapter- 6 

Journalism Genres & Protection of Sources 

 

 

Journalism genres 
Journalism styles, fields and genres 

Newspapers and periodicals often contain features written by journalists, many of whom 
specialize in this form of in-depth journalistic writing. 

Feature articles are usually longer forms of writing; more attention is paid to style than in 
straight news reports. They are often combined with photographs, drawings or other 
"art." They may also be highlighted by typographic effects or colors. 

Writing features can be more demanding than writing straight news stories, because 
while a journalist must apply the same amount of effort to accurately gather and report 
the facts of the story, he or she must also find a creative and interesting way to write it. 
The lead must grab the reader's attention and yet accurately embody the ideas of the 
article. 

In the last half of the 20th Century the line between straight news reporting and feature 
writing has blurred. Journalists and publications today experiment with different 
approaches to writing. Tom Wolfe, Gay Talese, Hunter S. Thompson are some of these 
examples. Urban and alternative weekly newspapers go even further in blurring the 
distinction, and many magazines include more features than straight news. 

Some television news shows experimented with alternative formats, and many TV shows 
that claimed to be news shows were not considered as such by traditional critics, because 
their content and methods do not adhere to accepted journalistic standards. National 
Public Radio, on the other hand, is considered a good example of mixing straight news 
reporting, features, and combinations of the two, usually meeting standards of high 
quality. Other US public radio news organizations have achieved similar results. A 
majority of newspapers still maintain a clear distinction between news and features, as do 
most television and radio news organizations. 
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Ambush journalism 
Ambush journalism refers to aggressive tactics practiced by journalists to suddenly 
confront and question people who otherwise do not wish to speak to a journalist. The 
practice has particularly been applied by television journalists, on news shows like The 
O'Reilly Factor and 60 Minutes and by Geraldo Rivera and other local television 
reporters conducting investigations. 

The practice has been sharply criticized by journalists and others as being highly 
unethical and sensational, while others defend it as the only way to attempt to provide 
those subject to it an opportunity to comment for a report. This can usually be discerned 
by the level of physical aggression the journalist displays and in the time allowed for an 
uninterrupted answer. 

Celebrity or people journalism 
Another area of journalism that grew in stature in the 20th Century is 'celebrity' or 
'people' journalism, which focuses on the personal lives of people, primarily celebrities, 
including movie and stage actors, musical artists, models and photographers, other 
notable people in the entertainment industry, as well as people who seek attention, such 
as politicians, and people thrust into the attention of the public, such as people who do 
something newsworthy. 

Once the province of newspaper gossip columnists and gossip magazines, celebrity 
journalism has become the focus of national tabloid newspapers like the National 
Enquirer, magazines like People and Us Weekly, syndicated television shows like 
Entertainment Tonight, Inside Edition, The Insider, Access Hollywood, and Extra, cable 
networks like E!, A&E Network and The Biography Channel, and numerous other 
television productions and thousands of websites. Most other news media provide some 
coverage of celebrities and people. 

Celebrity journalism differs from feature writing in that it focuses on people who are 
either already famous or are especially attractive, and in that it often covers celebrities 
obsessively, to the point of these journalists behaving unethically in order to provide 
coverage. Paparazzi, photographers who would follow celebrities incessantly to obtain 
potentially embarrassing photographs, have come to characterize celebrity journalism. 

Churnalism 
Churnalism is a form of journalism in which press releases, wire stories and other forms 
of pre-packaged material are used to create articles in newspapers and other news media 
in order to meet increasing pressures of time and cost without undertaking further 
research or checking. 

_________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES_________________



WT

Prevalence 
In his book Flat Earth News, the British journalist Nick Davies reported a study at 
Cardiff University by Professor Justin Lewis and a team of researchers which found that 
80% of the stories in Britain's quality press were not original and that only 12% of stories 
were generated by reporters. The result is a reduction of quality and accuracy as the 
articles are open to manipulation and distortion. In the words of the poet Humbert Wolfe, 

“ You cannot hope to bribe or twist, 
Thank God, the British journalist. 
But seeing what the man will do 
Unbribed, there's no occasion to! ” 

BBC journalist Waseem Zakir has been credited for coining the term churnalism. 
According to Zakir, the trend towards this form of journalism involves reporters 
becoming more reactive and less proactive in searching for news - "You get copy coming 
in on the wires and reporters churn it out, processing stuff and maybe adding the odd 
local quote. It's affecting every newsroom in the country and reporters are becoming 
churnalists." 

An editorial on the matter in the British Journalism Review saw this trend as terminal for 
current journalism, "...a harbinger of the end of news journalism as we know it, the 
coroner's verdict can be nothing other than suicide." Others, such as Peter Preston, former 
editor of The Guardian, see the issue as over-wrought, saying that there was never a 
golden age of journalism in which journalists were not subject to such pressures. 

Churnalism does not only occur in newspapers; for example, Chris Anderson's wide use 
of "writethroughs" in his book Free has been labelled churnalism, and psychiatrist David 
Healy has criticised past use of ghost-written copy in academic journals. 

Economic causes 
Traditional newspapers have cut staff as their advertising revenue has declined because of 
competition from other media such as television and the internet. They no longer have 
sufficient staff to generate news stories by making the rounds of civic and business 
activities. Local newspapers and trade magazines are commonly produced by only one or 
two staff and these rely upon stories which are increasingly brought to them by 
professional PR representatives, according to a senior public relations professional. When 
the matter was debated at the Foreign Press Association, it was agreed that there was a 
relationship between the numbers of PR staff employed and journalists unemployed. 
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Fabrications 
A documentary film, Starsuckers, created fake stories about celebrities such as Amy 
Winehouse, whose hair was said to have caught fire, and Pixie Geldof, who was said to 
have padded her bra with sweets. Several newspapers including the Daily Express, Daily 
Mirror, Daily Star and Sun published these hoaxes. The Daily Mail was the only 
newspaper tested which did not publish any of the fake stories. Once the stories were 
published, numerous other publications across the world such as Cosmopolitan, the New 
York Post, the Times of India and Turkish Weekly picked up and recycled the stories. The 
director, Chris Atkins, said that untrue stories of this kind are now to be found in all news 
media. 

Speed 
In their book, No Time to Think, authors Howard Rosenberg and Charles S. Feldman, 
emphasised the role of speed in degrading the quality of modern journalism. An example 
is given of the BBC guide for online staff which gives contradictory advice to ensure 
good quality but also, "Get the story up as fast as you can… We encourage a sense of 
urgency—we want to be first." 

Convergence journalism 
An emerging form of journalism, which combines different forms of journalism, such as 
print, photographic and video, into one piece or group of pieces. Convergence journalism 
can be found in the likes of CNN and many other news sites. 

Gonzo journalism 
Gonzo journalism is a style of journalism that is written subjectively, often including the 
reporter as part of the story via a first-person narrative. The word Gonzo was first used in 
1970 to describe an article by Hunter S. Thompson, who later popularized the style. The 
term has since been applied to other subjective artistic endeavors. 

Gonzo journalism tends to favor style over accuracy and often uses personal experiences 
and emotions to provide context for the topic or event being covered. It disregards the 
'polished' edited product favored by newspaper media and strives for a more gritty 
approach. Use of quotations, sarcasm, humor, exaggeration, and profanity is common. 

Origin of the term 
The term "Gonzo" was first used in connection with Hunter S. Thompson by The Boston 
Globe magazine editor Bill Cardoso in 1970. He described Thompson's "The Kentucky 
Derby Is Decadent and Depraved," which was written for the June 1970 Scanlan's 
Monthly, as "pure Gonzo journalism." Cardoso claimed that "Gonzo" was South Boston 
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Irish slang describing the last man standing after an all-night drinking marathon. He also 
claimed that it was a corruption of the French Canadian word "gonzeaux," which means 
"shining path," although this is disputed. 

Another speculation is that the word may have been inspired by the 1960 hit song 
"Gonzo" by New Orleans rhythm and blues pianist James Booker. This last possibility 
seems to be supported by the 2007 oral biography of Thompson, which states that the 
term is taken from a song by Booker; though, it does not explain why Thompson or 
Cardoso would have chosen the term to describe Thompson's journalism. According to a 
Greg Johnson biographical note on Booker, the song title "Gonzo" comes from a 
character in a movie called The Pusher, which in turn may have been inspired by a 1956 
Evan Hunter novel of the same title. 

Hunter S. Thompson 
Thompson based his style on William Faulkner's idea that "fiction is often the best fact." 
While the things that Thompson wrote about are basically true, he used satirical devices 
to drive his points home. He often wrote about recreational drugs and alcohol use which 
added additional subjective flair to his reporting. The term "Gonzo" has also come into 
(sometimes pejorative) use to describe journalism that is in the vein of Thompson's style, 
characterized by a drug-fueled stream of consciousness writing technique. 

Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas followed the Mint 400 piece in 1971 and included a 
main character by the name of Raoul Duke, accompanied by his attorney, Dr. Gonzo. 
Although this book is considered a prime example of Gonzo journalism, Thompson 
regarded it as a failed experiment. He had intended it to be an unedited record of 
everything he did as it happened, but he edited the book five times before publication. 

Thompson would instigate events himself, often in a prankish or belligerent manner, and 
then document both his actions and those of others. Notoriously neglectful of deadlines, 
Thompson often greatly annoyed his editors because he often faxed articles late, too late 
to be edited but just in time to make the printers. Thompson wanted his work to be read 
as he wrote it, in its "true Gonzo" form. Historian Douglas Brinkley said Gonzo 
journalism requires virtually no rewriting and frequently uses transcribed interviews and 
verbatim telephone conversations. 

"I don't get any satisfaction out of the old traditional journalist's view: 'I just covered the 
story. I just gave it a balanced view,'" Thompson said in an interview for the online 
edition of The Atlantic. "Objective journalism is one of the main reasons American 
politics has been allowed to be so corrupt for so long. You can't be objective about 
Nixon." 
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Other authors 
Thompson felt that objectivity in journalism was a myth. Gonzo journalism has now 
become a bona-fide style of writing that concerns itself with "telling it like it is," similar 
to the New Journalism of the 1960s, led primarily by Tom Wolfe and also championed by 
Lester Bangs, George Plimpton, Terry Southern, and John Birmingham. 

Other uses 
In other contexts, Gonzo has come to mean "with reckless abandon," or, more broadly, 
"extreme." Gonzo porn refers to pornographic films which are filmed by a participant 
and, as such, have eliminated fictional plot and scripted dialogue and focus on the sex act. 
For parallel uses of Gonzo, see What Is Gonzo? One of Jim Henson's muppets, created by 
Dave Goelz, was named Gonzo the Great. 

Gonzo marketing also sprung from his work. Christopher Locke wrote a book on the 
subject, and a London-based youth insight agency The Youth Conspiracy pioneered the 
use of this in its research methodology. 

Investigative journalism 
Investigative journalism is a form of journalism in which reporters deeply investigate a 
single topic of interest, often involving crime, political corruption, or corporate 
wrongdoing. An investigative journalist may spend months or years researching and 
preparing a report. Most investigative journalism is done by newspapers, wire services 
and freelance journalists. Practitioners sometimes use the terms "watchdog journalism" or 
"accountability reporting." 

As part of an investigation, journalists make use of: 

• Analysis of documents, such lawsuits and other legal documents, tax records, 
government reports, regulatory reports and corporate financial filings. 

• Investigation of technical issues, including scrutiny of equipment and its 
performance 

• Research into social and legal issues 
• Subscription research sources such as LexisNexis 
• Numerous interviews with on-the-record sources as well as, in some instances, 

interviews with anonymous sources (for example whistleblowers) 
• Federal or state Freedom of Information Acts to get documents and data from 

government agencies. 
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Professional definitions 
Weinberg defined investigative journalism as: Reporting, through one's own initiative 
and work product, matters of importance to readers, viewers or listeners. In many cases, 
the subjects of the reporting wish the matters under scrutiny to remain undisclosed. There 
are currently university departments for teaching investigative journalism. Conferences 
are conducted presenting peer reviewed research into investigative journalism. 

De Burgh (2000) states that: "An investigative journalist is a man or woman whose 
profession it is to discover the truth and to identify lapses from it in whatever media may 
be available. The act of doing this generally is called investigative journalism and is 
distinct from apparently similar work done by police, lawyers, auditors and regulatory 
bodies in that it is not limited as to target, not legally founded and closely connected to 
publicity." 

Notable examples 
William Thomas Stead's series of articles in 1885, entitled The Maiden Tribute of 
Modern Babylon regarding child prostitution in Victorian London, resulting in the Eliza 
Armstrong case. 

Ida Tarbell's history of John D. Rockefeller and the Standard Oil Company 

Lincoln Steffens's "Shame of the Cities" series on municipal corruption 

Seymour Hersh's stories on the My Lai massacre during the Vietnam War 

Woodward and Bernstein's reporting on the Watergate break-in and other Nixon-
administration-related crimes 

Mark Dowie's Mother Jones magazine investigation of fatal dangers in the Ford Pinto 
automobile. Notable examples The series of articles in 1885, entitled The Maiden Tribute 
of Modern Babylon regarding child prostitution in Victorian London, resulting in the 
Eliza Armstrong case. Ida Tarbell's history of John D. Rockefeller and the Standard Oil 
Company Lincoln Steffens's "Shame of the Cities" series on municipal corruption Johnny 
Moore's discovery that Ray Hampton's claim about Thomas Edison's home town was 
indeed a falsehood. 

New journalism 
New Journalism was the name given to a style of 1960s and 1970s news writing and 
journalism which used literary techniques deemed unconventional at the time. The term 
was codified with its current meaning by Tom Wolfe in a 1973 collection of journalism 
articles. 
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It is typified by using certain devices of literary fiction, such as conversational speech, 
first-person point of view, recording everyday details and telling the story using scenes. 
Though it seems undisciplined at first, new journalism maintains elements of reporting 
including strict adherence to factual accuracy and the writer being the primary source. To 
get "inside the head" of a character, the journalist asks the subject what they were 
thinking or how they felt. 

Because of its unorthodox style, new journalism is typically employed in feature writing 
or book-length reporting projects. 

Many new journalists are also writers of fiction and prose. In addition to Wolfe, writers 
whose work has fallen under the title "new journalism" include Norman Mailer, Hunter 
S. Thompson, Joan Didion, Truman Capote, George Plimpton and Gay Talese. 

Science journalism 
Science journalism is a branch of journalism that uses the art of reporting to convey 
information about science topics to a public forum. The communication of scientific 
knowledge through mass media requires a special relationship between the world of 
science and news media, which is still just beginning to form. 

Aim of science journalism 
The first task of a science journalist is to render the very detailed, specific, and often 
jargon-laden information produced by scientists into a form that the average media 
consumer can understand and appreciate, while still communicating the information 
accurately. 

Science journalists often do not have training in the scientific disciplines that they cover. 
Some have earned a degree in a scientific field before becoming journalists, or exhibited 
talent in writing about science subjects. However, good preparation for interviews and 
even deceptively simple questions such as 'What does this mean to the people on the 
street' can often give material that is useful for publication for the intended audience. 

Quantity of science journalism 
In recent years, the amount of scientific news has grown rapidly with science playing an 
increasingly central role in society, and interaction between the scientific community and 
news media has increased. The differences between the methodologies of these two 
"pillars" of modern society, particularly their distinct ways of developing their realities, 
have led to some difficulties. Journalism tends to have a stronger bias towards 
sensationalism and speculative theories than science, whereas science focuses more on 
fact and empirical measurement. 
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Criticism 
Science journalists regularly come under criticism for falsely reporting scientific stories. 
Very often, such as with climate change, this leaves the public with the impression that 
disagreement within the scientific community is much greater than it actually is. Science 
is based on experimental evidence, testing and not dogma, and disputation is a normal 
activity. 

Sports journalism 
Sports journalism is a form of journalism that reports on sports topics and events. While 
the sports department within some newspapers has been mockingly called the toy 
department, because sports journalists do not concern themselves with the 'serious' topics 
covered by the news desk, sports coverage has grown in importance as sport has grown in 
wealth, power and influence. 

Sports journalism is an essential element of any news media organization. Sports 
journalism includes organizations devoted entirely to sports reporting — newspapers 
such as L'Equipe in France, La Gazzetta dello Sport in Italy, Marca in Spain, and the 
defunct Sporting Life in Britain, American magazines such as Sports Illustrated and the 
Sporting News, all-sports talk radio stations, and television networks such as Eurosport, 
ESPN and The Sports Network (TSN). 

Sports journalists' access 
In professional and some collegiate sports in the United States, it is common practice to 
allow properly accredited sports reporters into locker rooms for interviews with players 
and coaching staff after games, while the sports teams provide extensive information 
support. 

Sports including American football, ice hockey, basketball and baseball understand the 
essential commercial relationship between media coverage and increased ticket, 
merchandise and advertising sales. 

Elsewhere in the world, particularly in the coverage of soccer, the journalist's role often 
seems to be barely tolerated by the clubs and players. For example, despite contractual 
media requirements in the English Premier League, prominent managers Sir Alex 
Ferguson (of Manchester United) and Harry Redknapp (first at Portsmouth, now at 
Tottenham Hotspur), refused to conduct post-match interviews on occasions with the 
rights-holder BBC because of perceived unfavorable coverage. 

As with reporters on other news beats, sports journalism should involve investigating the 
story, rather than simply relying on press releases and prepared statements from the 
sports team, coaching staff, or players. Sports journalists are expected to verify facts 
given to them by the athletes, teams, leagues, or organizations they are covering. 
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Socio-political significance 
Major League Baseball gave print journalists a special role in its games. They were 
named official scorers and kept statistics that were considered part of the official record 
of the league. Active sportswriters were removed from this role in 1980. Although their 
statistical judgment calls could not affect the outcome of a game in progress, the 
awarding of errors and wins/saves were seen as powerful influences on pitching staff 
selections and play lists when coach decisions seemed unusual. The removal of writers, 
who could benefit fiscally from sensational sports stories, was done to remove this 
perception of a conflict of interest, and to increase statistics volume, consistency, and 
accuracy. 

Sports stories occasionally transcend the games themselves and take on socio-political 
significance: Jackie Robinson breaking the color barrier in baseball is an example of this. 
Modern controversies regarding the hyper-compensation of top athletes, the use of 
anabolic steroids and other, banned performance-enhancing drugs, and the cost to local 
and national governments to build sports venues and related infrastructure, especially for 
Olympic Games, also demonstrate how sports can intrude on to the news pages. 

Sportswriters regularly face more deadline pressure than other reporters because sporting 
events tend to occur late in the day and closer to the deadlines many organizations must 
observe. Yet they are expected to use the same tools as news journalists, and to uphold 
the same professional and ethical standards. They must take care not to show bias for any 
team. 

Many of the most talented and respected print journalists have been sportswriters. 

Sports journalism in Europe 
The tradition of sports reporting attracting some of the finest writers in journalism can be 
traced to the coverage of sport in Victorian England, where several modern sports - such 
as association football, cricket, athletics and rugby - were first organized and codified 
into something resembling what we would recognize today. 

Cricket, possibly because of its esteemed place in society, has regularly attracted the most 
elegant of writers. The Manchester Guardian, in the first half of the 20th Century, 
employed Neville Cardus as its cricket correspondent as well as its music critic. Cardus 
was later knighted for his services to journalism. One of his successors, John Arlott, who 
became a worldwide favorite because of his radio commentaries on the BBC, and was 
also known for his poetry. 

The first London Olympic Games in 1908 attracted such widespread public interest that 
many newspapers assigned their very best-known writers to the event. The Daily Mail 
even had Sir Arthur Conan Doyle at the White City Stadium to cover the finish of the 
Marathon. 
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Such was the drama of that race, in which Dorando Pietri collapsed within sight of the 
finishing line when leading, that Conan Doyle led a public subscription campaign to see 
the gallant Italian, having been denied the gold medal through his disqualification, 
awarded a special silver cup, which was presented by Queen Alexandra. And the public 
imagination was so well caught by the event that annual races in Boston, Ma, and 
London, and at future Olympics, were henceforward staged over exactly the same, 26-
mile, 385-yard distance used for the 1908 Olympic Marathon, and the official length of 
the event worldwide to this day. 

The London race, called the Polytechnic Marathon and originally staged over the 1908 
Olympic route from outside the royal residence at Windsor Castle to White City, was first 
sponsored by the Sporting Life, which in those Edwardian times was a daily newspaper 
which sought to cover all sporting events, rather than just a betting paper for horse racing 
and greyhounds that it became in the years after the Second World War. 

In France, L'Auto, the predecessor of L'Equipe, had already played an equally influential 
part in the sporting fabric of society when it announced in 1903 that it would stage an 
annual bicycle race around the country. The Tour de France was born, and sports 
journalism's role in its foundation is still reflected today in the leading rider wearing a 
yellow jersey - the color of the paper on which L'Auto was published (in Italy, the Giro 
d'Italia established a similar tradition, with the leading rider wearing a jersey the same 
pink color as the sponsoring newspaper, La Gazzetta). 

Sports stars in the press box 
After the Second World War, the sports sections of British national daily and Sunday 
newspapers continued to expand, to the point where many papers now have separate 
standalone sports sections; some Sunday tabloids even have sections, additional to the 
sports pages, devoted solely to the previous day's football reports. In some respects, this 
has replaced the earlier practice of many regional newspapers which - until overtaken by 
the pace of modern electronic media - would produce special results editions rushed out 
on Saturday evenings. 

Some newspapers, such as The Sunday Times, with 1924 Olympic 100 m champion 
Harold Abrahams, or the London Evening News using former England cricket captain Sir 
Leonard Hutton, began to adopt the policy of hiring former sports stars to pen columns, 
which were often ghost written. Some such ghosted columns, however, did little to 
further the reputation of sports journalism, which is increasingly becoming the subject of 
academic scrutiny of its standards. 

Many "ghosted" columns were often run by independent sports agencies, based in Fleet 
Street or in the provinces, who had signed up the sports star to a contract and then 
syndicated their material among various titles. These agencies included Pardons, or the 
Cricket Reporting Agency, which routinely provided the editors of the Wisden cricket 
almanac, and Hayters. 

_________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES_________________



WT

Sportswriting in Britain has attracted some of the finest journalistic talents. The Daily 
Mirror's Peter Wilson, Hugh McIlvanney, first at The Observer and lately at the Sunday 
Times, Ian Wooldridge of the Daily Mail and soccer writer Brian Glanville, best known at 
the Sunday Times, and columnist Patrick Collins, of the Mail on Sunday, five times the 
winner of the Sports Writer of the Year Award. 

Many became household names in the late 20th Century through their trenchant reporting 
of often earth-shattering events that have transcended the back pages and been reported 
on the front pages: the Massacre at the Munich Olympics in 1972; Muhammad Ali's fight 
career, including his 1974 title bout against George Foreman; the Heysel Stadium 
disaster; and the career highs and lows of the likes of Tiger Woods, George Best, David 
Beckham, Lester Piggott and other high profile stars. 

McIlvanney and Wooldridge, who died in March 2007, aged 75, both enjoyed careers 
that saw them frequently work in television. During his career, Wooldridge became so 
famous that, like the sports stars he reported upon, he hired the services of IMG, the 
agency founded by the American businessman, Mark McCormack, to manage his affairs. 
Glanville wrote several books, including novels, as well as scripting the memorable 
official film to the 1966 World Cup staged in England. 

Investigative journalism and sport 
Since the 1990s, the growing importance of sport, its impact as a global business and the 
huge amounts of money involved in the staging of events such as the Olympic Games 
and football World Cups, has also attracted the attention of investigative journalists. The 
sensitive nature of the relationships between sports journalists and the subjects of their 
reporting, as well as declining budgets experienced by most Fleet Street newspapers, has 
meant that such long-term projects have often emanated from television documentary 
makers. 

Tom Bower, with his 2003 sports book of the year Broken Dreams, which analyzed 
British football, followed in the tradition established a decade earlier by Andrew Jennings 
and Vyv Simson with their controversial investigation of corruption within the 
International Olympic Committee. Jennings and Simson's The Lords of the Rings in many 
ways predicted the scandals that were to emerge around the staging of the 2002 Winter 
Olympics in Salt Lake City; Jennings would follow-up with two further books on the 
Olympics and one on FIFA, the world football body. 

Likewise, award-winning writers Duncan Mackay, of The Guardian, and Steven Downes 
unravelled many scandals involving doping, fixed races and bribery in international 
athletics in their 1996 book, Running Scared, which offered an account of the threats by a 
senior track official that led to the suicide of their sports journalist colleague, Cliff 
Temple. 

But the writing of such exposes - referred to as "spitting in the soup" by Paul Kimmage, 
the former Tour de France professional cyclist, now an award-winning writer for the 

_________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES_________________



WT

Sunday Times - often requires the view of an outsider who is not compromised by the 
need of day-to-day dealings with sportsmen and officials, as required by "beat" 
correspondents. 

The stakes can be high when upsetting sport's powers: when in 2007, the England's FA 
opted to switch its multi-million pound contract for UK coverage rights of the FA Cup 
and England international matches from the BBC to rival broadcasters ITV, one of the 
reasons cited was that the BBC had been too critical of the performances of the England 
football team. 

Sports books 
Increasingly, sports journalists have turned to long-form writing, producing popular 
books on a range of sporting topics, including biographies, history and investigations. 

In London, through the 1980s and 1990s, one shop on Charing Cross Road - the area 
known for its book shops - was entirely devoted to sport, although the growth of online 
book sales through websites such as Amazon eventually led to the closure of Sports 
Books. 

This was not before, though, the establishment, through sponsorship from William Hill, 
the bookmakers, of an annual prize for the sports book of the year. This was first held in 
1989, when Dan Topolski's book about one of the most controversial University Boat 
Races was declared the winner. 

The status of the awards, and of sports books generally, were enhanced greatly in 1992 
when Nick Hornby's first novel, Fever Pitch, took first prize. Both Fever Pitch and True 
Blue: The Oxford Boat Race Mutiny have subsequently been adapted into feature-length 
motion pictures. In the first 21 years of the award, only two writers, Donald McRae, in 
1996 and 2002, Duncan Hamilton, in 2007 and 2009, have won the William Hill award 
more than once. 

Unsurprisingly, given cricket writers' often literary aspirations and the appetite for books 
on cricket, by 2009 the summer game had six times been the subject of the prize-winning 
book. 

The same panel of judges is used each year, chaired by John Gstaad, the founder of the 
Sports Books shop, and including broadcaster John Inverdale and acclaimed sportswriter 
Hugh McIlvanney. 

The award has not been without controversy. In 2000, the award went for the first time to 
a "ghosted" book, Lance Armstrong's It's Not About the Bike. At the time, some also 
observed the irony of the award going to the American Tour de France winner, when, in 
1990, Paul Kimmage's stern critique of doping in cycling, Rough Ride, had been declared 
the winner. 
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The judges' choice in 2006, Geoffrey Ward's Unforgivable Blackness, was criticised 
because it had been first published in 2004. 

Winners of the William Hill Sports Book of the Year 

2009: Harold Larwood: The World’s Fastest Bowler, Duncan Hamilton 
2008: Coming Back To Me, Marcus Trescothick (with Peter Hayter) 
2007: Provided You Don't Kiss Me, Duncan Hamilton 
2006: Unforgivable Blackness, Geoffrey Ward 
2005: My Father and other Working Football Class Heroes, Gary Imlach 
2004: Basil D'Oliveira, Peter Oborne 
2003: Broken Dreams, Tom Bower 
2002: In Black & White, Donald McRae 
2001: Seabiscuit - The True Story Of 3 Men & A Race Horse, Laura Hillenbrand 
2000: It's Not About the Bike - My Journey Back to Life, Lance Armstrong 
1999: A Social History of English Cricket, Derek Birley 
1998: Angry White Pyjamas, Robert Twigger 
1997: A Lot Of Hard Yakka, Simon Hughes 
1996: Dark Trade, Donald McRae 
1995: A Good Walk Spoiled, John Feinstein 
1994: Football Against The Enemy, Simon Kuper 
1993: Endless Winter, Stephen Jonesand Ashley Grover 
1992: Fever Pitch, Nick Hornby 
1991: Muhammad Ali: His Life and Times, Thomas Hauser 
1990: Rough Ride, Paul Kimmage 
1989: True Blue, Dan Topolski 

Sports journalism organizations 
Most countries have their own national association of sports journalists. Many sports also 
have their own clubs and associations for specialist journalists. These organizations 
attempt to maintain the standard of press provision at sports venues, oversee fair 
accreditation procedures and to celebrate high standards of sports journalism. 

In Britain, the Sports Journalists' Association was founded in 1948. It stages two 
prestigious awards events, an annual Sports Awards ceremony which recognises 
outstanding performances by British sportsmen and women during the previous year, and 
the British Sports Journalism Awards, the industry's "Oscars", sponsored by UK Sport 
and presented each March. 

Originally founded as the Sports Writers' Association, following a merger with the 
Professional Sports Photographers' Association in 2002 the organization changed its title 
to the more inclusive SJA. 

Its President is the veteran broadcaster and columnist, Sir Michael Parkinson. 
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The SJA represents the British sports media on the British Olympic Association's press 
advisory committee and acts as a consultant to organizers of major events who need 
guidance on media requirements as well as seeking to represent its members' interests in 
a range of activities. 

In March 2008, Martin Samuel, then the chief football correspondent of The Times, was 
named British Sportswriter of the Year, the first time any journalist had managed to win 
the award three years in succession. 

At the same awards, Jeff Stelling, of Sky Sports, was named Sports Broadcaster of the 
Year for the third time, a prize determined by a ballot of SJA members. Stelling won the 
vote again the following year, when the Sunday Times's Paul Kimmage won the 
interviewer of the year prize for a fifth time. 

The International Sports Press Association, AIPS, was founded in 1924 during the 
Olympic Games in Paris, at the headquarters of the Sporting Club de France, by Frantz 
Reichel, the press chief of the Paris Games, and the Belgian, Victor Boin. 

The first statutes of AIPS mentioned these objectives: 

to enhance the cooperation between its member associations in defending sport and the 
professional interest of their members. 

to strengthen the friendship, solidarity and common interests between sports journalists of 
all countries. 

to assure the best possible working conditions for the members. 

AIPS operates through a system of continental sub-associations and national associations, 
and liaises closely with some of the world's biggest sports federations, including the 
International Olympic Committee, FIFA, football's world governing body and the IAAF, 
the international track and field body. 

In the United States, the Indianapolis-based National Sports Journalism Center monitors 
trends and strategy within the sports media industry. The center is also home to the 
Associated Press Sports Editors, the largest group of sports media professionals in the 
country. 

Fanzines and blogs 
Through the 1970s and '80s, a rise in "citizen journalism" in Europe was witnessed in the 
rapid growth in popularity of soccer "fanzines" - cheaply printed magazines written by 
fans for fans that bypassed often stilted official club match programs and traditional 
media. Many continue today and thrive. 
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Some authors have been adopted by their clubs - Jim Munro, once editor of the West 
Ham United fanzine Fortune's Always Dreaming, was hired by the club to write for its 
matchday magazine and is now sports editor of The Sun Online. Other titles, such as the 
irreverent monthly soccer magazine When Saturday Comes, have effectively gone 
mainstream. 

The advent of the internet has seen much of this fan-generated energy directed into sports 
blogs. Ranging from team-centric blogs to those that cover the sports media itself, 
Deadspin.com, ProFootballTalk.com, AOL Fanhouse, the blogs in the Yardbarker 
Network, and others have garnered massive followings. 

Blogging has also been taken up by sportsmen and women such as Curt Schilling, Paula 
Radcliffe, Greg Oden, Donovan McNabb, and Chris Cooley. 

Other 
• Advocacy journalism 
• Video game journalism 
• Citizen journalism 
• Social news 
• Participatory Media 
• Community journalism 
• Environmental journalism 
• Fashion journalism 
• Innovation journalism 
• Online journalism 
• Parachute journalism 
• Service journalism 
• Trade journalism 
• Video journalism 
• Enterprise journalism 

 
Protection of sources 
The protection of sources, sometimes also referred to as the confidentiality of sources 
or in the U.S. as the reporter's privilege, is a right accorded to journalists under the laws 
of many countries, as well as under international law. Simply put, it means that the 
authorities, including the courts, cannot compel a journalist to reveal the identity of an 
anonymous source for a story. The right is based on a recognition that without a strong 
guarantee of anonymity, many people would be deterred from coming forward and 
sharing information of public interests with journalists. As a result, problems such as 
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corruption or crime might go undetected and unchallenged, to the ultimate detriment of 
society as a whole. 

Examples 
A famous instance of the use of an anonymous source is the series of articles by 
Washington Post reporters Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein which uncovered the 
Watergate Scandal, ultimately leading to the resignation of US President Richard Nixon. 
Woodward and Bernstein relied extensively on information provided by someone known 
to the world only under the nickname Deep Throat. Only in 2005 did W. Mark Felt, who 
at the time had been Associate Director of the US Federal Bureau of Investigation, reveal 
that he was "Deep Throat". 

Woodward and Bernstein were not forced to invoke the protection of sources, since the 
US authorities made no attempt to uncover the identity of "Deep Throat". An example of 
the legal operation of the right is the case of Bart Mos and Joost de Haas, of the Dutch 
daily De Telegraaf. In an article in January 2006, the two journalists alleged the existence 
of a leak in the Dutch secret services and quoted from what they claimed was an official 
dossier on Mink Kok, a notorious criminal. They further alleged that the dossier in 
question had fallen into the hands of Kok himself. A subsequent police investigation led 
to the prosecution of Paul H., an agent accused of selling the file in question. Upon 
motions by the prosecution and the defence, the investigative judge in the case ordered 
the disclosure of the source for the news story, on the grounds that it was necessary to 
safeguard national security and ensure a fair trial for H. The two journalists were 
subsequently detained for refusing to comply with the disclosure order, but were released 
on appeal after three days, on November 30. The Hague district court considered that the 
national security interest served by the order was minor and should not prevail over the 
protection of sources. 

International law 
Various authorities in international law point to a recognition that a right to protection of 
sources is implicit in the right to freedom of expression. 

In Europe, the European Court of Human Rights stated in the 1996 case of Goodwin v. 
United Kingdom that "[p]rotection of journalistic sources is one of the basic conditions 
for press freedom ... Without such protection, sources may be deterred from assisting the 
press in informing the public on matters of public interest. As a result the vital public-
watchdog role of the press may be undermined and the ability of the press to provide 
accurate and reliable information may be adversely affected." The Court concluded that 
absent an "an overriding requirement in the public interest", an order to disclose sources 
would violate the guarantee of free expression in Article 10 of the European Convention 
on Human Rights. 

_________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES_________________



WT

In the wake of Goodwin, the Council of Europe's Committee of Ministers issued a 
Recommendation to its member states on how to implement the protection of sources in 
their domestic legislation. The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe has 
also called on states to respect the right. 

In the Americas, protection of sources has been recognised in the Inter-American 
Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression, which states in Principle 8 that 
"every social communicator has the right to keep his/her source of information, notes, 
personal and professional archives confidential." 

In Africa, the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights has adopted a 
Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression in Africa which includes a right to 
protection of sources under Principle XV. 
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Chapter- 7 

Objectivity & Yellow Journalism 

 

 

Objectivity 
Objectivity is a significant principle of journalistic professionalism. Journalistic 
objectivity can refer to fairness, disinterestedness, factuality, and nonpartisanship, but 
most often encompasses all of these qualities. 

Definitions 
In the context of journalism, objectivity may be understood as synonymous with 
neutrality. This must be distinguished from the goal of objectivity in philosophy, which 
would describe mind-independent facts which are true irrespective of human feelings, 
beliefs, or judgments. 

Sociologist Michael Schudson argues that "the belief in objectivity is a faith in 'facts,' a 
distrust in 'values,' and a commitment to their segregation." It refers to the prevailing 
ideology of newsgathering and reporting that emphasizes eyewitness accounts of events, 
corroboration of facts with multiple sources and balance of viewpoints. It also implies an 
institutional role for journalists as a fourth estate, a body that exists apart from 
government and large interest groups. 

Criticisms 
Advocacy journalists and civic journalists criticize the understanding of objectivity as 
neutrality or nonpartisanship, arguing that it does a disservice to the public because it 
fails to attempt to find the truth. They also argue that such objectivity is nearly impossible 
to apply in practice — newspapers inevitably take a point of view in deciding what 
stories to cover, which to feature on the front page, and what sources they quote. Media 
critics such as Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky (1988) have described a propaganda 
model that they use to show how in practice such a notion of objectivity ends up heavily 
favoring the viewpoint of government and powerful corporations. 

Another example of an objection to objectivity, according to communication scholar 
David Mindich, was the coverage that the major papers (most notably the New York 
Times) gave to the lynching of thousands of African Americans during the 1890s. News 
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stories of the period often described with detachment the hanging, immolation and 
mutilation of people by mobs. Under the regimen of objectivity, news writers often 
attempted to balance these accounts by recounting the alleged transgressions of the 
victims that provoked the lynch mobs to fury. Mindich argues that this may have had the 
effect of normalizing the practice of lynching. 

Historical (including social and cultural) factors have also shaped objectivity in 
journalism, as acknowledged in Peace Journalism. These are particularly relevant with 
regard to the large proportion of journalism about conflict. As noted below, with the 
growth of mass media, especially from the nineteenth century, news advertising became 
the most important source of media revenue. Whole audiences needed to be engaged 
across communities and regions to maximise advertising revenue. This lead to 
"Journalistic Objectivity as an industry standard…a set of conventions allowing the news 
to be presented as all things to all people"). And in modern journalism,especially with the 
emergence of 24 hour news cycles, speed is of the essence in responding to breaking 
stories. It is not possible for reporters to decide "from first principals" every time how 
they will report each and every story that presents itself. So convention governs much of 
journalism. 

The rise of Journalistic Objectivity was part of a larger movement within western 
academia to a more empirical "just report the facts” epistemology and research paradigm. 
By the 1890s was focused on the ideal of “objectivity”. And even though it came into 
fashion around the same period, Journalistic Objectivity must of course be distinguished 
from the Scientific Objectivity. For example the experimental sciences use: 1. Inter-
laboratory replication, 2. Random assignment of subjects to conditions, 3. Efforts to 
ensure that human subjects and experimenters are ignorant of the expectations 
(hypotheses)of the research: to avoid the Observer-expectancy effect and Subject-
expectancy effect, 4. Anonymous peer review, a form of peer review, to promote open 
and systematic exploration of meaning without subjective, "political" bias. 

While it is arguable if these provide “true objectivity”, in the absence of these safeguards 
journalism around conflict relies on three conventions to maintain its own form of 
"objectivity": (Journalistic Objectivity), which therefore is distinct from objectivity of 
empirical science. 

Firstly, to sell audiences to advertisers, reporting must appeal to as broad an audience as 
possible and such focuses on “facts” that are the least controversial. Conflict processes - 
developments over time and the context of violence – are often controversial, so coverage 
of these risks alienating potential consumers who may be sensitive to the exposure of 
structural or cultural predisposing factors from territories in midst of the violence, or 
from international sources 

Secondly, a tendency to rely on official sources means that while it may appear 
uncontroversial as there is only one official representative for the government on any 
given issue and since only the official government is usually allowed to wield legal, 
sanctioned force within its territory coverage will tend to privilege violent responses to 
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conflict over non-violent, social-psychological, context-informed responses. What’s 
more, journalists non-critical reporting of official sources is often rewarded: through 
information transactions these same official sources allow privileged access to these 
uncritical journalists in the future. What’s more, journalists non-critical reporting of 
official sources is often rewarded: through information transactions these same officials 
allow privileged access to these journalists in the future to reward and encourage 
uncritical reporting of their positions. 

Lastly, dualism is another manner in which Journalistic Objectivity can be biased towards 
violence. That is to tell a story assuming there are only two, polar opposite, perspectives. 
As journalists Jake Lynch and Annabel McGoldrick argue: "A decision to tell a story in 
that [bipolar] way can slip past, unnoticed, without drawing attention to itself because of 
its close resemblance, in shape and structure, to so much of the story-telling we already 
take for granted" These criticisms, along with operational alternatives are integrated into 
reporting through Peace Journalism. 

Online journalism 
Online journalism enables highly accelerated news reporting and delivery, which 
sometimes is at tension with standards of objectivity. Some have proposed a certification 
system where web-based news would be granted a .news top-level domain. 

Tim Berners-Lee, credited with the creation of the World Wide Web, has stated that he is 
worried that the Web is being used to spread misinformation: 

"On the web the thinking of cults can spread very rapidly and suddenly a cult which was 
12 people who had some deep personal issues suddenly find a formula which is very 
believable. A sort of conspiracy theory of sorts and which you can imagine spreading to 
thousands of people and being deeply damaging." 

Objectivity in on-line journalism can suffer as a direct result of these 'cults of thinking'. 
Berners-Lee refers to the false rumours of the harmful effects of the MMR vaccine which 
spread across the Web in the United Kingdom, which led to many children remaining 
unvaccinated. 

Alternatives 
Some argue that a more appropriate standard should be fairness and accuracy (as 
enshrined in the names of groups like Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting). Under this 
standard, taking sides on an issue would be permitted as long as the side taken was 
accurate and the other side was given a fair chance to respond. Many professionals 
believe that true objectivity in journalism is not possible and reporters must seek balance 
in their stories (giving all sides their respective points of view), which fosters fairness. 
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Notable departures from objective news work include the muckraking of Ida Tarbell and 
Lincoln Steffens, the New Journalism of Tom Wolfe and Hunter S. Thompson, the 
underground press of the 1960s, and public journalism. 

For news related to conflict, Peace Journalism provides the alternative of "anchoring" in 
journalism through the insights of social science, specifically through disciplines such as 
Conflict Analysis, Conflict Resolution, Peace Research and Social Psychology. The 
application of empirical research to the reporting of conflict can then replace the 
unacknowledged conventions (see above) which govern the non-scientific "objectivity" 
of journalism and offset political and commercial interests influencing gatekeeping 
decisions. 

History 

“ ..."balanced" 
coverage that 
plagues 
American 
journalism and 
which leads to 
utterly spineless 
reporting with no 
edge. The idea 
seems to be that 
journalists are 
allowed to go out 
to report, but 
when it comes 
time to write, we 
are expected to 
turn our brains 
off and repeat the 
spin from both 
sides. God forbid 
we should 
attempt fairly 
assess what we 
see with our own 
eyes. "Balanced" 
is not fair, it's 
just an easy way 
of avoiding real 
reporting...and 
shirking our 
responsibility to 

” 

_________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES_________________



WT

inform readers. 

—Ken Silverstein, 2008 

The term objectivity was not applied to journalistic work until the 20th century, but it had 
fully emerged as a guiding principle by the 1890s. A number of communication scholars 
and historians agree that the idea of "objectivity" has prevailed as a dominant discourse 
among journalists in the United States since the appearance of modern newspapers in the 
Jacksonian Era of the 1830s. The rise of objectivity in journalistic method is also rooted 
in the scientific positivism of the 19th century, as professional journalism of the late 19th 
century borrowed parts of its worldview from various scientific disciplines of the day. 

Some historians, like Gerald Baldasty, have observed that "objectivity" went hand in 
hand with the need to make profits in the newspaper business by selling advertising. 
Publishers did not want to offend any potential advertising customers and therefore 
encouraged news editors and reporters to strive to present all sides of an issue. In a 
similar vein, the rise of wire services and other cooperative arrangements forced 
journalists to produce more "middle of the road" stories that would be acceptable to 
newspapers of a variety of political persuasions. 

Ben H. Bagdikian writes critically about the consequences of the rise of "objective 
journalism." 

Others have proposed a political explanation for the rise of objectivity, which occurred 
earlier in the United States than most other countries; scholars like Richard Kaplan have 
argued that political parties needed to lose their hold over the loyalties of voters and the 
institutions of government before the press could feel free to offer a nonpartisan, 
"impartial" account of news events. This change occurred following the critical election 
of 1896 and the subsequent Progressive reform era. 
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Yellow Journalism 

 
 
Nasty little printer's devils spew forth from the Hoe press in this Puck cartoon of 
November 21, 1888. 

Yellow journalism or the yellow press is a type of journalism that presents little or no 
legitimate well-researched news and instead uses eye-catching headlines to sell more 
newspapers. Techniques may include exaggerations of news events, scandal-mongering, 
or sensationalism. By extension "Yellow Journalism" is used today as a pejorative to 
decry any journalism that treats news in an unprofessional or unethical fashion. 
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Campbell (2001) defines Yellow Press newspapers as having daily multi-column front-
page headlines covering a variety of topics, such as sports and scandal, using bold layouts 
(with large illustrations and perhaps color), heavy reliance on unnamed sources, and 
unabashed self-promotion. The term was extensively used to describe certain major New 
York City newspapers about 1900 as they battled for circulation. 

Frank Luther Mott (1941) defines yellow journalism in terms of five characteristics: 

1. scare headlines in huge print, often of minor news 
2. lavish use of pictures, or imaginary drawings 
3. use of faked interviews, misleading headlines, pseudo-science, and a parade of 

false learning from so-called experts 
4. emphasis on full-color Sunday supplements, usually with comic strips (which is 

now normal in the U.S.) 
5. dramatic sympathy with the "underdog" against the system. 

Origins: Pulitzer vs. Hearst 
The term originated during the American Gilded Age of the late nineteenth century with 
the circulation battles between Joseph Pulitzer's New York World and William Randolph 
Hearst's New York Journal. The battle peaked from 1895 to about 1898, and historical 
usage often refers specifically to this period. Both papers were accused by critics of 
sensationalizing the news in order to drive up circulation, although the newspapers did 
serious reporting as well. The New York Press coined the term "yellow kid journalism" in 
early 1897 after a then-popular comic strip to describe the down market papers of Pulitzer 
and Hearst, which both published versions of it during a circulation war. Ervin Wardman, 
publisher of the sedate New York Herald coined the term. 

Joseph Pulitzer purchased the New York World in 1883 after making the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch the dominant daily in that city. Pulitzer strove to make the New York World an 
entertaining read, and filled his paper with pictures, games and contests that drew in new 
readers. Crime stories filled many of the pages, with headlines like "Was He a Suicide?" 
and "Screaming for Mercy." In addition, Pulitzer only charged readers two cents per issue 
but gave readers eight and sometimes 12 pages of information (the only other two cent 
paper in the city never exceeded four pages). 

While there were many sensational stories in the New York World, they were by no 
means the only pieces, or even the dominant ones. Pulitzer believed that newspapers were 
public institutions with a duty to improve society, and he put the World in the service of 
social reform. 

Just two years after Pulitzer took it over, the World became the highest circulation 
newspaper in New York, aided in part by its strong ties to the Democratic Party. Older 
publishers, envious of Pulitzer's success, began criticizing the World, harping on its crime 
stories and stunts while ignoring its more serious reporting — trends which influenced 
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the popular perception of yellow journalism. Charles Dana, editor of the New York Sun, 
attacked The World and said Pulitzer was "deficient in judgment and in staying power." 

Pulitzer's approach made an impression on William Randolph Hearst, a mining heir who 
acquired the San Francisco Examiner from his father in 1887. Hearst read the World 
while studying at Harvard University and resolved to make the Examiner as bright as 
Pulitzer's paper. Under his leadership, the Examiner devoted 24 percent of its space to 
crime, presenting the stories as morality plays, and sprinkled adultery and "nudity" (by 
19th century standards) on the front page. A month after Hearst took over the paper, the 
Examiner ran this headline about a hotel fire: 

HUNGRY, FRANTIC FLAMES. They Leap Madly Upon the Splendid Pleasure Palace 
by the Bay of Monterey, Encircling Del Monte in Their Ravenous Embrace From 
Pinnacle to Foundation. Leaping Higher, Higher, Higher, With Desperate Desire. 
Running Madly Riotous Through Cornice, Archway and Facade. Rushing in Upon the 
Trembling Guests with Savage Fury. Appalled and Panic-Striken the Breathless Fugitives 
Gaze Upon the Scene of Terror. The Magnificent Hotel and Its Rich Adornments Now a 
Smoldering heap of Ashes. The Examiner Sends a Special Train to Monterey to Gather 
Full Details of the Terrible Disaster. Arrival of the Unfortunate Victims on the Morning's 
Train — A History of Hotel del Monte — The Plans for Rebuilding the Celebrated 
Hostelry — Particulars and Supposed Origin of the Fire. 

Hearst could be hyperbolic in his crime coverage; one of his early pieces, regarding a 
"band of murderers," attacked the police for forcing Examiner reporters to do their work 
for them. But while indulging in these stunts, the Examiner also increased its space for 
international news, and sent reporters out to uncover municipal corruption and 
inefficiency. In one well remembered story, Examiner reporter Winifred Black was 
admitted into a San Francisco hospital and discovered that indigent women were treated 
with "gross cruelty." The entire hospital staff was fired the morning the piece appeared. 

New York 

With the Examiner's success established by the early 1890s, Hearst began looking for a 
New York newspaper to purchase, and acquired the New York Journal in 1895, a penny 
paper which Pulitzer's brother Albert had sold to a Cincinnati publisher the year before. 

Metropolitan newspapers started going after department store advertising in the 1890s, 
and discovered the larger the circulation base, the better. This drove Hearst; following 
Pulitzer's earlier strategy, he kept the Journal's price at one cent (compared to The 
World's two cent price) while providing as much information as rival newspapers. The 
approach worked, and as the Journal's circulation jumped to 150,000, Pulitzer cut his 
price to a penny, hoping to drive his young competitor (who was subsidized by his 
family's fortune) into bankruptcy. In a counterattack, Hearst raided the staff of the World 
in 1896. While most sources say that Hearst simply offered more money, Pulitzer — who 
had grown increasingly abusive to his employees — had become an extremely difficult 
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man to work for, and many World employees were willing to jump for the sake of getting 
away from him. 

Although the competition between the World and the Journal was fierce, the papers were 
temperamentally alike. Both were Democratic, both were sympathetic to labor and 
immigrants (a sharp contrast to publishers like the New York Tribune's Whitelaw Reid, 
who blamed their poverty on moral defects), and both invested enormous resources in 
their Sunday publications, which functioned like weekly magazines, going beyond the 
normal scope of daily journalism. 

Their Sunday entertainment features included the first color comic strip pages, and some 
theorize that the term yellow journalism originated there, while as noted above, the New 
York Press left the term it invented undefined. Hogan's Alley, a comic strip revolving 
around a bald child in a yellow nightshirt (nicknamed The Yellow Kid), became 
exceptionally popular when cartoonist Richard F. Outcault began drawing it in the World 
in early 1896. When Hearst predictably hired Outcault away, Pulitzer asked artist George 
Luks to continue the strip with his characters, giving the city two Yellow Kids. The use 
of "yellow journalism" as a synonym for over-the-top sensationalism in the U.S. 
apparently started with more serious newspapers commenting on the excesses of "the 
Yellow Kid papers." 
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Male Spanish officials strip search an American woman tourist in Cuba looking for 
messages from rebels; front page "yellow journalism" from Hearst 
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Pulitzer's treatment in the World emphasizes a horrible explosion 
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Hearst's treatment was more effective and focused on the enemy who set the bomb — 
and offered a huge reward to readers 

In 1890, Samuel Warren and Louis Brandeis published "The Right to Privacy," 
considered the most influential law review article of all time, as a critical response to 
sensational forms of journalism, which they saw as an unprecedented threat to individual 
privacy. The article is widely considered to have led to the recognition of new common 
law privacy rights of action. 

Spanish-American War 

Pulitzer and Hearst are often credited (or blamed) for drawing the nation into the 
Spanish-American War with sensationalist stories or outright lying. However, the vast 
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majority of Americans did not live in New York City, and the decision makers who did 
live there probably relied more on staid newspapers like the Times, The Sun or the Post. 
The most famous example of the exaggeration is the apocryphal story that artist Frederic 
Remington telegrammed Hearst to tell him all was quiet in Cuba and "There will be no 
war." Hearst responded "Please remain. You furnish the pictures and I'll furnish the war." 
The story (a version of which appears in the Hearst-inspired Orson Welles film Citizen 
Kane) first appeared in the memoirs of reporter James Creelman in 1901, and there is no 
other source for it. 

But Hearst became a war hawk after a rebellion broke out in Cuba in 1895. Stories of 
Cuban virtue and Spanish brutality soon dominated his front page. While the accounts 
were of dubious accuracy, the newspaper readers of the 19th century did not expect, or 
necessarily want, his stories to be pure nonfiction. Historian Michael Robertson has said 
that "Newspaper reporters and readers of the 1890s were much less concerned with 
distinguishing among fact-based reporting, opinion and literature." 

Pulitzer, though lacking Hearst's resources, kept the story on his front page. The yellow 
press covered the revolution extensively and often inaccurately, but conditions on Cuba 
were horrific enough. The island was in a terrible economic depression, and Spanish 
general Valeriano Weyler, sent to crush the rebellion, herded Cuban peasants into 
concentration camps leading hundreds of Cubans to their deaths. Having clamored for a 
fight for two years, Hearst took credit for the conflict when it came: A week after the 
United States declared war on Spain, he ran "How do you like the Journal's war?" on his 
front page. In fact, President William McKinley never read the Journal, and newspapers 
like the Tribune and the New York Evening Post. Moreover, journalism historians have 
noted that yellow journalism was largely confined to New York City, and that 
newspapers in the rest of the country did not follow their lead. The Journal and the World 
were not among the top ten sources of news in regional papers, and the stories simply did 
not make a splash outside New York City. War came because public opinion was 
sickened by the bloodshed, and because leaders like McKinley realized that Spain had 
lost control of Cuba. These factors weighed more on the president's mind than the 
melodramas in the New York Journal. 

Hearst sailed directly to Cuba, when the invasion began, as a war correspondent, 
providing sober and accurate accounts of the fighting. Creelman later praised the work of 
the reporters for exposing the horrors of Spanish misrule, arguing, " no true history of the 
war . . . can be written without an acknowledgment that whatever of justice and freedom 
and progress was accomplished by the Spanish-American war was due to the enterprise 
and tenacity of yellow journalists, many of whom lie in unremembered graves." 

After the war 

Hearst was a leading Democrat who promoted William Jennings Bryan for president in 
1896 and 1900. He later ran for mayor and governor and even sought the presidential 
nomination, but lost much of his personal prestige when outrage exploded in 1901 after 
columnist Ambrose Bierce and editor Arthur Brisbane published separate columns 
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months apart that suggested the assassination of McKinley. When McKinley was shot on 
September 6, 1901, critics accused Hearst's Yellow Journalism of driving Leon Czolgosz 
to the deed. Hearst did not know of Bierce's column and claimed to have pulled 
Brisbane's after it ran in a first edition, but the incident would haunt him for the rest of his 
life and all but destroyed his presidential ambitions. 

Pulitzer, haunted by his "yellow sins," returned the World to its crusading roots as the 
new century dawned. By the time of his death in 1911, the World was a widely-respected 
publication, and would remain a leading progressive paper until its demise in 1931. 

Current state of journalism in the US 
In 2008, journalism came under heavy fire. The decline of print newspapers led to a sharp 
increase in job cuts for journalists. In 2008 alone, approximately 16,000 journalists had 
their employment terminated – a budgetary response to declining subscription dollars and 
the inability to adapt to a free news-driven society. With advertising revenues taking a 
harsh rapping from the transitional shift of a subscription-based/advertising model to 
online ad placements, the discrepancy in advertising revenue is making it difficult for 
traditional newspapers to survive. 

The Tribune Company (owner of the Los Angeles Times) filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy; The Rocky Mountain News (one of the country's oldest newspapers) closed 
its doors after 150 years of business; The Christian Science Monitor transitioned from its 
daily newspaper edition to online distribution; 120 newspapers closed their doors in the 
first three months of 2009; newspaper circulation was down 7% in the first six months of 
2009. However, it is recognised that in high population density distribution areas, 
traditional newspapers have been in oversupply. The current rationalisation of the free 
press may not be so much the end of print, as the reformation of an over-saturated 
medium that now has to compete with the growth of news online. 

Newspapers are forced to maximize their current staff in a response to declining 
advertising and circulation revenue. As formerly relied upon revenues shore-up, 
newspapers are exploring radically new ways of reaching readers. The New York Times 
has partnered with Amazon's Kindle DX to bring current subscribers and Kindle users 
NYT content. This, along with other social media properties, are ways in which 
traditional media are fighting to stay relevant in the digital age. 

With the decline of print newspapers, there has been a wave of new media journalism. 
New media journalism is also known as convergence journalism. Convergence 
journalism focuses on using social networking as a means of communication as opposed 
to traditional print journalism. Many newspapers have begun publishing online to cut 
production costs; simultaneously, more people find news online instead of buying print 
newspapers. Recently, convergence journalism has been dominated by websites like 
Facebook and Twitter. With the evolution of new technologies, some experts predict print 
journalism will ultimately disappear, to be replaced by new media. 
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Besides, this new media age features the growth of multimedia, as some newspapers have 
begun publishing online, some journalists or journalism organizations also add their 
reporting through the internet on top of their traditional media outlets; and a lot of 
independent journalism production houses appear as well, which may feature both main 
stream news or unknown stories that are not cover in the news. Common Language 
Project is an example of a multimedia production house that features under-reported 
stories. 
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Chapter- 8 

History of American Newspapers 

 

 
The history of American newspapers goes back to the 17th century with the publication 
of the first colonial newspapers. 

 
 
A selection of American newspapers from 1885, with portraits of their publishers. 
First row: The Union and Advertiser (William Purcell) - The Omaha Daily Bee (Edward 
Rosewater) - The Boston Daily Globe (Charles H. Taylor) - Boston Morning Journal 
(William Warland Clapp) - The Kansas City Times (Morrison Mumford) - The Pittsburgh 
Dispatch (Eugene M. O'Neill). 
Second row: Albany Evening Journal (John A. Sleicher) - The Milwaukee Sentinel 
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(Horace Rublee) - The Philadelphia Record (William M. Singerly) - The New York Times 
(George Jones) - The Philadelphia Press (Charles Emory Smith) - The Daily Inter Ocean 
(William Penn Nixon) - The News and Courier (Francis Warrington Dawson). 
Third row: Buffalo Express (James Newson Matthews) - The Daily Pioneer Press (Joseph 
A. Wheelock) - The Atlanta Constitution (Henry W. Grady & Evan Howell) - San 
Francisco Chronicle (Michael H. de Young) - The Washington Post (Stilson Hutchins). 

Colonial period 
(This section is based on The Cambridge History of English and American Literature in 
18 Volumes (1907–21). VOLUME XV. Colonial and Revolutionary Literature; Early 
National Literature, Part I. Colonial Newspapers and Magazines, 1704–1775 by Elizabeth 
Christine Cook) 

The New England Courant 

 
 

The New England Courant 
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It was James Franklin, Benjamin Franklin’s older brother, who first made a news sheet 
something more than a garbled mass of stale items, "taken from the Gazetts and other 
Public Prints of London" some six months late. James Franklin, "encouraged by a 
number of respectable characters, who were desirous of having a paper of a different cast 
from those then published,…began the publication, at his own risk, of a third newspapers, 
entitled The New England Courant." These respectable characters were known as the 
Hell-Fire Club; they succeeded in publishing a paper "of different casts", which, although 
it shocked New England orthodoxy pretty toughly, nevertheless proved vastly 
entertaining and established a kind of literary precedent. 

Instead of filling the first part of the Courant with the tedious conventionalities of 
governors’ addresses to provincial legislatures, James Franklin’s club wrote essays and 
satirical letters after the manner of The Spectator just ten years after the first appearance 
of The Spectator in London. As a result, the very look of an ordinary first page of the 
Courant is like that of a Spectator page. After the more formal introductory paper on 
some general topic, such as zeal or hypocrisy or honor or contentment, the facetious 
letters of imaginary correspondents commonly fill the remainder of the Courant’s first 
page. Timothy Turnstone addresses flippant jibes to Justice Nicholas Clodpate in the first 
extant number of the Courant Tom Pen-Shallow quickly follows, with his mischievous 
little postscript: "Pray inform me whether in your Province Criminals have the Privilege 
of a Jury." Tom Tram writes from the moon about a certain "villainous Post master" he 
has heard rumors of. (The Courant was always perilously close to legal difficulties and 
had, besides, a lasting feud with the town postmaster.) Ichabod Henroost complains of a 
gadding wife. Abigail Afterwit would like to know when the editor of the rival paper, the 
Gazette, "intends to have done printing the Carolina Addresses to their Governour, and 
give his Readers Something in the Room of them, that will be more entertaining." 
Homespun Jack deplores the fashions in general, and small waists in particular. Some of 
these papers represent native wit, with only a general approach to the model; others are 
little more than paraphrases of The Spectator. And sometimes a Spectator paper is 
inserted bodily, with no attempt at paraphrase whatever. 

Ben Franklin, journalist 

When Benjamin Franklin established himself in Philadelphia, shortly before 1730, the 
town boasted two "wretched little" news sheets, Andrew Bradford’s American Mercury, 
and Keimer’s Universal Instructor in all Arts and Sciences, and Pennsylvania Gazette. 
This instruction in all arts and sciences consisted of weekly extracts from Chambers’s 
Universal Dictionary, actually commencing with A, and going steadily on towards Z, 
followed by instalments of Defoe’s Religious Courtship, called by the editor "a scarce 
and delightful piece of History." Franklin quickly did away with all this when he took 
over the Instructor, and made it The Pennsylvania Gazette. The Gazette soon became 
Franklin’s characteristic organ, which he freely used for satire, for the play of his wit, 
even for sheer excess of mischief or of fun. From the first he had a way of adapting his 
models to his own uses. The series of essays called The Busy-Body, which he wrote for 
Bradford’s American Mercury in 1729, followed the general Addisonian form, already 
modified to suit homelier conditions. The thrifty Patience, in her busy little shop, 
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complaining of the useless visitors who waste her valuable time, is related to the ladies 
who address Mr. Spectator. The Busy-Body himself is a true Censor Morum, as Isaac 
Bickerstaff had been in the Tatler. And a number of the fictitious characters, Ridentius, 
Eugenius, Cato, and Cretico, represent traditional eighteenth-century classicism. Even 
this Franklin could use for contemporary satire, since Cretico, the "sowre Philosopher", is 
evidently a portrait of Franklin’s rival, Samuel Keimer. As time went on, Franklin 
depended less on his literary conventions, and more on his own native humor. In this 
there is a new spirit—not suggested to him by the fine breeding of Addison, or the bitter 
irony of Swift, or the stinging completeness of Pope. The brilliant little pieces Franklin 
wrote for his Pennsylvania Gazette have an imperishable place in American literature. It 
is nonetheless true that they belong to colonial journalism. The Pennsylvania Gazette, 
like most other newspapers of the period was often poorly printed. Franklin was busy 
with a hundred matters outside of his printing office, and never seriously attempted to 
raise the standards of his trade. Nor did he ever properly edit or collate the chance medley 
of stale items that passed for news in the Gazette. His influence on the practical side of 
journalism was very small. On the other hand, his advertisements of books show his very 
great interest in popularizing secular literature. Undoubtedly his paper contributed to the 
broader culture that distinguished Pennsylvania from her neighbors before the 
Revolution. Starting with the custom of importing a stray volume or two along with 
stationer’s supplies, Franklin gradually developed a book shop in his printing office. 
There was nothing unusual in this fact, by itself. 

The South Carolina Gazette 

Franklin’s influence in journalism was not confined to Pennsylvania. He often assisted 
young journeymen in the establishment of newspapers in distant towns. Thomas 
Whitemarsh, for instance, went to Charleston, South Carolina, in 1731, as Franklin’s 
partner in a new enterprise, which soon included a new paper, The South Carolina 
Gazette. Naturally, Whitemarsh filled his front page with essays, sometimes reprinted 
from The Spectator, but often original, with a facetious quality suggesting Franklin. 
Essays of one sort or another were always popular in The South Carolina Gazette. Here 
may be found interesting notices of the various performances (probably professional) of 
Otway’s Orphan, Farquhar’s Recruiting Officer, and other popular plays of the period 
that were given at the Charleston theatres for twenty or thirty years before the first 
wandering professional companies began to play in the Northern colonies. 

The Virginia Gazette 

Early theatrical notices may also be followed in The Virginia Gazette, a paper of unusual 
excellence, edited by William Parks in Williamsburg, the old capital of Virginia. Here 
The Busy-Body, The Recruiting Officer, and The Beaux' Stratagem were all performed, 
often by amateurs, though professionals were known as early as 1716 in Williamsburg. 
Life in Williamsburg in 1736 had a more cosmopolitan quality than in other towns. A 
sprightly essay-serial called The Monitor, which fills the first page of The Virginia 
Gazette for twenty-two numbers, probably reflects not only the social life of the capital, 
but also the newer fashion in such periodical work. It is dramatic in method, with vividly 
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realized characters who gossip and chat over games of piquet or at the theatre. The Beaux' 
Stratagem, which had been played in Williamsburg three weeks before, is mentioned as 
delightful enough to make one of the ladies commit the indiscretion of giggling. The 
Monitor represents a kind of light social satire unusual in the colonies. 

Politics in the later newspapers 

After 1750, general news became accessible, and the newspapers show more and more 
interest in public affairs. The literary first page was no longer necessary, though 
occasionally used to cover a dull period. A new type of vigorous polemic gradually 
superseded the older essay. A few of the well-known conventions were retained, 
however. We still find the fictitious letter, with the fanciful signature, or a series of 
papers under a common title, such as The Virginia-Centinel, or Livingston’s Watch-
Tower. The former is a flaming appeal to arms, running through The Virginia Gazette in 
1756, and copied into Northern papers to rouse patriotism against the French enemy. The 
expression of the sentiment, even thus early, seems national. Livingston’s well-known 
Watch-Tower, a continuation of his pamphlet-magazine The Independent Reflector, has 
already the keen edge of the Revolutionary writings of fifteen and twenty years later. The 
fifty-second number even has one of the popular phrases of the Revolution: "Had I not 
sounded the Alarm, Bigotry would e’er now have triumphed over the natural Rights of 
British Subjects." 

Revolutionary epoch and early national era: 1770–1820 

The Massachusetts Spy 

Isaiah Thomas's Massachusetts Spy, published in Worcester, was constantly on the verge 
of being suppressed, from the time of its establishment in 1770 to 1776, during the 
American Revolution. It carried radicalism to its logical conclusion. When articles from 
the Spy were reprinted in other papers, as "the most daring production ever published in 
America," the country as a whole was ready for Tom Paine's Common Sense (1775). 

The turbulent years between 1775 and 1783 were a time of great trial and disturbance 
among newspapers. Interruption, suppression, and lack of support checked their growth 
substantially. Although there were forty-three newspapers in the United States when the 
treaty of peace was signed (1783), as compared with thirty-seven on the date of the battle 
of Lexington (1775), only a dozen remained in continuous operation between the two 
events, and most of those had experienced delays and difficulties through lack of paper, 
type, and patronage. Not one newspaper in the principal cities, Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia, continued publication throughout the war. When the colonial forces were in 
possession, royalist papers were suppressed, and at times of British occupation 
Revolutionary papers moved away, or were discontinued, or they became royalist, only to 
suffer at the next turn of military fortunes. Thus there was an exodus of papers from the 
cities along the coast to smaller inland places, where alone it was possible for them to 
continue without interruption. Scarcity of paper was acute; type worn out could not be 
replaced. The appearance of the newspapers deteriorated, and issues sometimes failed to 

_________________WORLD TECHNOLOGIES_________________



WT

appear at all. Mail service, never good, was poorer than ever; foreign newspapers, an 
important source of information, could be obtained but rarely; many of the ablest writers 
who had filled the columns with dissertations upon colonial rights and government were 
now otherwise occupied. 

News from a distance was less full and regular than before; yet when great events 
happened reports spread over the country with great rapidity, through messengers in the 
service of patriotic organizations. The newspapers made use of such assistance, and did 
service in further spreading the tidings, though they seldom overtook the flying word of 
mouth. Naturally, reporting was still imperfect. The Salem Gazette printed a full but 
colored account of the battle of Lexington, giving details of the burning, pillage, and 
barbarities charged to the British, and praising the militia who were filled with "higher 
sentiments of humanity." The Declaration of Independence was published by Congress, 6 
July 1776, in the Philadelphia Evening Post, from which it was copied by most of the 
papers; but some of them did not mention it until two weeks later, and even then found 
room for only a synopsis. When they were permitted to do so they printed fairly full 
accounts of the proceedings of provincial assemblies and of Congress, which were copied 
widely, as were all official reports and proclamations. On the whole, however, a 
relatively small proportion of such material and an inadequate account of the progress of 
the war is found in the contemporaneous newspapers. 

The general spirit of the time found fuller utterance in mottoes, editorials, letters, and 
poems. In the beginning both editorials and communications urged united resistance to 
oppression, praised patriotism, and denounced tyranny; as events and public sentiment 
developed these grew more vigorous, often a little more radical than the populace. Later, 
the idea of independence took form, and theories of government were discussed. More 
interesting and valuable as specimens of literature than these discussions were the poems 
inspired by the stirring events of the time. Long narratives of battles and of heroic deaths 
were mingled with eulogies of departed heroes. Songs meant to inspire and thrill were not 
lacking. Humor, pathos, and satire sought to stir the feelings of the public. Much of the 
poetry of the Revolution is to be found in the columns of dingy newspapers, from the 
vivid and popular satires and narratives of Philip Freneau to the saddest effusions of the 
most commonplace schoolmaster. 

The newspapers of the Revolution were an effective force working towards the 
unification of sentiment, the awakening of a consciousness of a common purpose, 
interest, and destiny among the separate colonies, and of a determination to see the war 
through to a successful issue. They were more single-minded than the people themselves, 
and they bore no small share of the burden of arousing and supporting the often 
discouraged and indifferent public spirit. Many of the papers, however, which were kept 
alive or brought to life during the war could not adapt themselves to the new conditions 
of peace. 

Perhaps a dozen of the survivors held their own in the new time, notably the Boston 
Gazette, which declined rapidly in the following decade, The Connecticut Courant of 
Hartford, The Providence Gazette, and The Pennsylvania Packet of Philadelphia, to 
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which may be added such representative papers as the Massachusetts Spy, Boston's 
Independent Chronicle, the New York Journal and Packet, the Newport Mercury, the 
Maryland Gazette of Annapolis, the Pennsylvania Gazette and The Pennsylvania 
Journal, both of Philadelphia. Practically all were of four small pages, each of three or 
four columns, issued weekly. The Pennsylvania Packet, which appeared three times a 
week, became in 1784 the first daily paper. In the same year the New York Journal was 
published twice a week, as were several of the papers begun in that year. There was a 
notable extension to new fields. In Vermont, where the first paper, established in 1781, 
had soon died, another arose in 1783; in Maine two were started in 1785. In 1786 the first 
one west of the Alleghenies appeared at Pittsburgh, and following the westward tide of 
immigration the Kentucky Gazette was begun at Lexington in 1787. 

Conditions were hardly more favorable to newspapers than during the recent conflict. 
The sources of news were much the same; the means of communication and the postal 
system were little improved. Newspapers were not carried in the mails but by favor of the 
postmen, and the money of one state was of dubious value in another. Consequently 
circulations were small, rarely reaching a thousand; subscribers were slow in paying; and 
advertisements were not plentiful. Newspapers remained subject to provincial laws of 
libel, in accordance with the old common law, and were, as in Massachusetts for a short 
time in 1785, subject to special state taxes on paper or on advertisements. But public 
sentiment was growing strongly against all legal restrictions, and in general the papers 
practiced freedom, not to say license, of utterance. 

With independence had come the consciousness of a great destiny. The collective spirit 
aroused by the war, though clouded by conflicting local difficulties, was intense, and the 
principal interest of the newspapers was to create a nation out of the loose confederation. 
Business and commerce were their next care; but in an effort to be all things to all men, 
the small page included a little of whatever might "interest, instruct, or amuse." Political 
intelligence occupied first place; news, in the modern sense, was subordinated. A new 
idea, quite as much as a fire, a murder, or a prodigy, was a matter of news moment. There 
were always a few items of local interest, usually placed with paragraphs of editorial 
miscellany. Correspondents, in return for the paper, sent items; private letters, often no 
doubt written with a view to such use, were a fruitful source of news; but the chief 
resource was the newspapers that every office received as exchanges, carried in the post 
free of charge, and the newspapers from abroad. 

Partisan newspapers 

Newspapers became a form of public property after 1800. Americans believed that as 
republican citizens they had a right to the information contained in newspapers without 
paying anything. To gain access readers subverted the subscription system by refusing to 
pay, borrowing, or stealing. Editors, however, tolerated these tactics because they wanted 
longer subscription lists. First, the more people read the newspaper, more attractive it 
would be to advertisers, who would purchase more ads and pay higher rates. A second 
advantage was that greater depth of coverage translated into political influence for 
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partisan newspapers. Newspapers also became part of the public sphere when they 
became freely available at reading rooms, barbershops, taverns, hotels and coffeehouses. 

The editor, usually reflecting the sentiment of a group or a faction, began to emerge as a 
distinct power. He closely followed the drift of events and expressed vigorous opinions. 
But as yet the principal discussions were contributed not by the editors but by "the master 
minds of the country." The growing importance of the newspaper was shown in the 
discussions preceding the Federal Convention, and notably in the countrywide debate on 
the adoption of the Constitution, in which the newspaper largely displaced the pamphlet. 
When Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay united to produce the 
Federalist essays, they chose to publish them in The Independent Journal and The Daily 
Advertiser, from which they were copied by practically every paper in America long 
before they were made into a book. 

When the first Congress assembled 4 March 1789, the administration felt the need of a 
paper, and, under the influence of Hamilton, John Fenno issued at New York, 15 April, 
the first number of The Gazette of the United States, the earliest of a series of 
administration organs. The editorship of the Gazette later fell to Joseph Dennie, who had 
previously made a success of The Farmer's Weekly Museum and would later found Port 
Folio, two of the most successful newspapers of the era. The seat of government became 
the journalistic center of the country, and as long as party politics remained the staple 
news interest the administration organs and their opponents were the chief sources of 
news for the papers of the country. 

Partisan bitterness increased during the last decade of the century as the First Party 
System took shape. The parties needed newspapers to communicate with their voters. 
New England papers were generally Federalist; in Pennsylvania there was a balance; in 
the West and South the Republican press predominated. Though the Federalists were 
vigorously supported by such able papers as Russell’s Columbian Centinel in Boston, 
Isaiah Thomas’s Massachusetts Spy, The Connecticut Courant, and, after 1793, Noah 
Webster’s daily Minerva (soon renamed Commercial Advertiser) in New York, the 
Gazette of the United States, which in 1790 followed Congress and the capital to 
Philadelphia, was at the center of conflict, "a paper of pure Toryism", as Thomas 
Jefferson said, "disseminating the doctrines of monarchy, aristocracy, and the exclusion 
of the people." To offset the influence of this, Jefferson and Madison induced Philip 
Freneau, who had been editing The Daily Advertiser in New York, to set up a "half 
weekly", to "go through the states and furnish a Whig vehicle of intelligence." Freneau’s 
National Gazette, which first appeared 31 October 1791, soon became the most 
outspoken critic of the administration of Adams, Hamilton, and Washington, and an 
ardent advocate of the French Revolution. Fenno and Freneau, in the Gazette of the 
United States and the National Gazette, at once came to grips, and the campaign of 
personal and party abuse in partisan news reports, in virulent editorials, in poems and 
skits of every kind, was echoed from one end of the country to the other. 

The other Republican paper of primary importance was the Aurora General Advertiser, 
founded by Ben Franklin's grandson and heir, Benjamin Franklin Bache, on October 2, 
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1790. The Aurora, published from Franklin Court in Philadelphia, was the most strident 
newspaper of its time, attacking John Adams' anti-democratic policies on a daily basis. 
No paper is thought to have given Adams more trouble than the Aurora. His wife, 
Abigail, wrote frequent letters to her sister and others decrying what she considered the 
slander spewing forth from the Aurora. Jefferson credited the Aurora with averting a 
disastrous war with France, and laying the groundwork for his own election. Following 
Bache's death (the result of his staying in Philadelphia during a yellow fever epidemic, 
while he was awaiting trial under the Sedition Act), William Duane, an immigrant from 
Ireland, led the paper until 1822 (and married Bache's widow, following the death of his 
own wife in the same Yellow Fever epidemic). Like Freneau, Bache and Duane were 
involved in a daily back-and-forth with the Federalist editors, especially Fenno and 
Cobbett. 

Noah Webster, strapped for money accepted an offer in late 1793 from Alexander 
Hamilton of $1500 to move to New York City and edit a Federalist newspaper. In 
December he founded New York's first daily newspaper, American Minerva (later known 
as The Commercial Advertiser). He edited it for four years writing the equivalent of 20 
volumes of articles and editorials. He also published the semi-weekly publication, The 
Herald, A Gazette for the country (later known as The New York Spectator). As a partisan 
he soon was denounced by the Jeffersonian Republicans as "a pusillanimous, half-
begotten, self-dubbed patriot", "an incurable lunatic", and "a deceitful newsmonger … 
Pedagogue and Quack." Fellow Federalist Cobbett labeled him "a traitor to the cause of 
Federalism", calling him "a toad in the service of sans-cullottism", "a prostitute wretch", 
"a great fool, and a barefaced liar", "a spiteful viper", and "a maniacal pedant." The 
master of words was distressed. Even the use of words like "the people", "democracy", 
and "equality" in public debate, bothered him for such words were "metaphysical 
abstractions that either have no meaning, or at least none that mere mortals can 
comprehend." 

The first party newspapers were full of vituperation. As one historian comments, 

It was with the newspaper editors, however, on both sides that a climax of rancorous and 
venomous abuse was reached. Of the Federalist editors, the most voluminous masters of 
scurrility were William Cobbett of Porcupine's Gazette and John Ward Fenno of the 
United States Gazette, at Philadelphia; Noah Webster of the American Minerva, at New 
York; and at Boston, Benjamin Russell of the Columbian Centinel, Thomas Paine of the 
Federal Orrery, and John Russell of the Boston Gazette. Chief of these was Cobbett, 
whose control of abusive epithet and invective may be judged from the following terms 
applied by him to his political foes, the Jacobins: "refuse of nations"; "yelper of the 
Democratic kennels"; "vile old wretch"; "tool of a baboon"; "frog-eating, man-eating, 
blooddrinking cannibals"; "I say, beware, ye under-strapping cut-throats who walk in 
rags and sleep amidst filth and vermin; for if once the halter gets round your flea-bitten 
necks, howling and confessing will come too late." He wrote of the "base and hellish 
calumnies" propagated by the Jacobins, and of "tearing the mask from the artful and 
ferocious villains who, owing to the infatuation of the poor, and the supineness of the 
rich, have made such fearful progress in the destruction of all that is amiable and good 
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and sacred among men." Among the milder examples of his description of Jacobins was 
the following: "Where the voice of the people has the most weight in public affairs, there 
it is most easy to introduce novel and subversive doctrines. In such States too, there 
generally, not to say always, exists a party who, from the long habit of hating those who 
administer the Government, become the enemies of the Government itself, and are ready 
to sell their treacherous services to the first bidder. To these descriptions of men, the sect 
of the Jacobins have attached themselves in every country they have been suffered to 
enter. They are a sort of flies, that naturally settle on the excremental and corrupted parts 
of the body politic … The persons who composed this opposition, and who thence took 
the name of Anti-Federalists, were not equal to the Federalists, either in point of riches or 
respectability. They were in general, men of bad moral characters embarrassed in their 
private affairs, or the tools of such as were. Men of this caste naturally feared the 
operation of a Government imbued with sufficient strength to make itself respected, and 
with sufficient wisdom to exclude the ignorant and wicked from a share in its 
administration." 

This decade, of violence was nevertheless one of development in both the quality and the 
power of newspapers. News reporting was extended to new fields of local affairs, and the 
intense rivalry of all too numerous competitors awoke the beginnings of that rush for the 
earliest reports, which was to become the dominant trait in American journalism. The 
editor evolved into a new type. As a man of literary skill, or a politician, or a lawyer with 
a gift for polemical writing, he began to supersede the contributors of essays as the 
strongest writer on the paper. Much of the best writing, and of the rankest scurrility, be it 
said, was produced by editors born and trained abroad, like Bache of the Aurora, Cobbett, 
Cooper, Gales, Cheetham, Callender, Lyon, and Holt. Of the whole number of papers in 
the country towards the end of the decade, more than one hundred and fifty, at least 
twenty opposed to the administration were conducted by aliens. The power wielded by 
these anti-administration editors impressed John Adams, who in 1801 wrote: "If we had 
been blessed with common sense, we should not have been overthrown by Philip 
Freneau, Duane, Callender, Cooper, and Lyon, or their great patron and protector. A 
group of foreign liars encouraged by a few ambitious native gentlemen have discomfited 
the education, the talents, the virtues, and the prosperity of the country." 

The most obvious example of that Federalist lack of common sense was the passage of 
the Alien and Sedition laws in 1798 to protect the government from the libels of editors. 
The result was a dozen convictions and a storm of outraged public opinion that threw the 
party from power and gave the Jeffersonian Republican press renewed confidence and the 
material benefit of patronage when the Republicans took control of the government in 
1800. The Republican party was especially effective in building a network of newspapers 
in major cities to broadcast its statements and editorialize in its favor. Fisher Ames, a 
leading Federalist, blamed the newspapers for electing Jefferson: they were "an 
overmatch for any Government… The Jacobins owe their triumph to the unceasing use of 
this engine; not so much to skill in use of it as by repetition." 

The newspapers continued primarily party organs; the tone remained strongly partisan, 
though it gradually gained poise and attained a degree of literary excellence and 
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professional dignity. The typical newspaper, a weekly, had a paid circulation of 500. The 
growth of the postal system, with the free transportation of newspapers locally and 
statewide, allowed the emergence of powerful state newspapers that closely reflected, and 
shaped, party views. 

Growth 

 
 

Growth in newspapers 

The number and geographical distribution of newspapers grew apace. In 1800 there were 
between 150 and 200; by 1810 there were 366, and during the next two decades the 
increase was at least equally rapid. With astonishing promptness the press followed the 
sparse population as it trickled westward and down the Ohio or penetrated the more 
northerly forests. By 1835 papers had spread to the Mississippi River and beyond, from 
Texas to St. Louis, throughout Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and into Wisconsin. 
These pioneer papers, poorly written, poorly printed, and partisan often beyond all 
reason, served a greater than a merely local purpose in sending weekly to the seat of 
government their hundreds of messages of good and evil report, of politics and trade, of 
weather and crops, that helped immeasurably to bind the far-flung population into a 
nation. Every congressman wrote regularly to his own local paper; other correspondents 
were called upon for like service, and in some instances the country editors established 
extensive and reliable lines of intelligence; but most of them depended on the bundle of 
exchanges from Washington, Philadelphia, and New York, and reciprocally the city 
papers made good use of their country exchanges. 

Meanwhile the daily newspapers were increasing in number. The first had appeared in 
Philadelphia and New York in 1784 and 1785; in 1796 one appeared in Boston. By 1810 
there were twenty-seven in the country—one in the city of Washington, five in Maryland, 
seven in New York, nine in Pennsylvania, three in South Carolina, and two in Louisiana. 
As early as 1835 the Detroit Free Press began its long career. 
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The press served the Second Party System: 1820–1890 
(This section is based on Newspapers, 1775–1860 by Frank W. Scott) 

The political and journalistic situation made the administration organ one of the 
characteristic features of the period. Fenno’s Gazette had served the purpose for 
Washington and Adams; but the first great example of the type was the National 
Intelligencer established in October, 1800, by Samuel Harrison Smith, to support the 
administration of Jefferson and of successive presidents until after Jackson it was thrown 
into the opposition, and The United States Telegraph, edited by Duff Green, became the 
official paper. It was replaced at the close of 1830 by a new paper, The Globe, under the 
editorship of Francis P. Blair, one of the ablest of all ante-bellum political editors, who, 
with John P. Rives, conducted it until the changing standards and conditions in 
journalism rendered the administration organ obsolescent. The Globe was displaced in 
1841 by another paper called The National Intelligencer, which in turn gave way to The 
Madisonian. Thomas Ritchie was in 1845 called from his long service on The Richmond 
Enquirer to found, on the remains of The Globe, the Washington Union, to speak for the 
Polk administration and to reconcile the factions of democracy. Neither the Union nor its 
successors, which maintained the semblance of official support until 1860, ever occupied 
the commanding position held by the Telegraph and The Globe, but for forty years the 
administration organs had been the leaders when political journalism was dominant. 
Their influence was shared and increased by such political editors as M. M. Noah and 
James Watson Webb of the New York Courier and Enquirer, Solomon Southwick of the 
Albany Register, Edwin Croswell, who edited The Argus and who, supported by Martin 
Van Buren and others, formed what was known as the "Albany Regency." The 
"Regency", the Richmond "Junta", which centered in the Enquirer, and the "Kitchen 
Cabinet" headed by the editor of The Globe, formed one of the most powerful political 
and journalistic cabals that the country has ever known. Their decline, in the late thirties, 
was coincident with great changes, both political and journalistic, and though successors 
arose, their kind was not again so prominent or influential. The newspaper of national 
scope was passing away, yielding to the influence of the telegraph and the railroad, which 
robbed the Washington press of its claim to prestige as the chief source of political news. 
At the same time politics was losing its predominating importance. The public had many 
other interests, and by a new spirit and type of journalism was being trained to make 
greater and more various demands upon the journalistic resources of its papers. 

The administration organ presents but one aspect of a tendency in which political 
newspapers generally gained in editorial individuality, and both the papers and their 
editors acquired greater personal and editorial influence. The beginnings of the era of 
personal journalism were to be found early in the 19th century. Even before Nathan Hale 
had shown the way to editorial responsibility, Thomas Ritchie, in the Richmond Enquirer 
in the second decade of the century, had combined with an effective development of the 
established use of anonymous letters on current questions a system of editorial discussion 
that soon extended his reputation and the influence of his newspaper far beyond the 
boundaries of Virginia. Washington Barrow and the Nashville Banner, Amos Kendall 
and The Argus of Western America, G. W. Kendall and the New Orleans Picayune, John 
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M. Francis and the Troy Times, and Charles Hammond and the Cincinnati Gazette, to 
mention but a few among many, illustrate the rise of editors to individual power and 
prominence in the third and later decades. Notable among these political editors was John 
M. Daniel, who just before 1850 became editor of the Richmond Examiner and soon 
made it the leading newspaper of the South. Perhaps no better example need be sought of 
brilliant invective and literary pungency in American journalism just prior to and during 
the Civil War than in Daniel’s contributions to the Examiner. 

Though it could still be said that "too many of our gazettes are in the hands of persons 
destitute at once of the urbanity of gentlemen, the information of scholars, and the 
principles of virtue", a fact due largely to the intensity of party spirit, the profession was 
by no means without editors who exhibited all these qualities, and put them into 
American journalism. William Coleman, for instance, who, encouraged by Alexander 
Hamilton, founded the New York Evening Post in 1801, was a man of high purposes, 
good training, and noble ideals. The Evening Post, reflecting variously the fine qualities 
of the editor, exemplified the improvement in tone and illustrated the growing importance 
of editorial writing, as did a dozen or more papers in the early decades of the century. 
Indeed the problem most seriously discussed at the earliest state meetings of editors and 
publishers, held in the thirties, was that of improving the tone of the press. They tried to 
attain by joint resolution a degree of editorial self-restraint, which few individual editors 
had as yet acquired. Under the influence of Thomas Ritchie, vigorous and unsparing 
political editor but always a gentleman, who presided at the first meeting of Virginia 
journalists, the newspaper men in one state after another resolved to "abandon the 
infamous practice of pampering the vilest of appetites by violating the sanctity of private 
life, and indulging in gross personalities and indecorous language", and to "conduct all 
controversies between themselves with decency, decorum, and moderation." Ritchie 
found in the low tone of the newspapers a reason why journalism in America did not 
occupy as high a place in public regard as it did in England and France. The editorial 
page was assuming something of its modern form. The editorial signed with a pseudonym 
gradually died, but unsigned editorial comment and leading articles did not become an 
established feature until after 1814, when Nathan Hale made them a characteristic of the 
newly established Boston Daily Advertiser. From that time on they grew in importance 
until in the succeeding period of personal journalism they were the most vital part of the 
greater papers. 

Several of these changes are exemplified in the work of James Gordon Bennett (1794–
1872), though he originated few of them. In more than ten years of unsuccessful effort as 
a political journalist he had become familiar with the increasing enterprise in news-
gathering that had already distinguished American methods. He despised the journalism 
of the day—the seriousness of tone, the phlegmatic dignity, the party affiliations, the 
sense of responsibility. He believed journalists were fools to think that they could best 
serve their own purposes by serving the politicians. As Washington correspondent for the 
New York Enquirer, he wrote vivacious, gossipy prattle, full of insignificant and 
entertaining detail, to which he added keen characterization and deft allusions. Bennett 
saw a public who would not buy a serious paper at any price, who had a vast and 
indiscriminate curiosity better satisfied with gossip than discussion, with sensation rather 
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than fact, who could be reached through their appetites and passions. The idea that he did 
much to develop rested on the success of the one-cent press created by the establishment 
of the New York Sun in 1833. To pay at such a price these papers must have large 
circulations, sought among the public that had not been accustomed to buy papers, and 
gained by printing news of the street, shop, and factory. To reach this public Bennett 
began the New York Herald, a small paper, fresh, sprightly, terse, and "newsy". 

"In journalistic débuts of this kind", he wrote, "many talk of principle—political 
principle, party principle—as a sort of steel trap to catch the public. We … disdain … all 
principle, as it is called, all party, all politics. Our only guide shall be good, sound, 
practical common sense, applicable to the business and bosoms of men engaged in every-
day life." 

News was but a commodity, the furnishing of which was a business transaction only, 
which ignored the social responsibility of the press, "the grave importance of our 
vocation", prized of the elder journalists and of the still powerful six-cent papers. The 
Herald, like the Sun, was at once successful, and was remarkably influential in altering 
journalistic practices. In a period of widespread unrest and change many specialized 
forms of journalism sprang up—religious, educational, agricultural, and commercial, 
which there is no space here to discuss. Workingmen were questioning the justice of 
existing economic systems and raising a new labour problem; the socialistic ideas of 
Cabet and Fourier were spreading; Unitarianism and Transcendentalism were creating 
and expressing new spiritual values; temperance, prohibition, and the political status of 
women were being discussed; abolition was a general irritant and a nightmare to 
politicians. The subject of controversy most critically related to journalism was abolition. 
The abolitionist press, which began with The Emancipator of 1820, and had its chief 
representative in William Lloyd Garrison’s Liberator, first issued 1 January 1831, forced 
the slavery question upon the newspapers, and there ensued a struggle for the freedom of 
the press more acute than any since that caused by the Alien and Sedition laws. Many 
abolitionist papers were excluded from the mails; their circulation was forcibly prevented 
in the South; in Boston, New York, Baltimore, Cincinnati, Alton, and elsewhere, editors 
were assaulted, offices were attacked and destroyed; rewards were offered in the South 
for the capture of Greeley and Garrison; in a few instances editors, like Lovejoy at Alton, 
lost their lives at the hands of mobs. 

Rural papers 

Nearly every county seat, and most towns of more than 500 or 1000 population 
sponsored one or more weekly newspapers. Politics was of major interest, with the 
editor-owner typically deeply involved in local party organizations. However, the paper 
also contained local news, and presented literary columns and book excerpts that catered 
to an emerging middle class literate audience. A typical rural newspaper provided its 
readers with a substantial source of national and international news and political 
commentary, typically reprinted from metropolitan newspapers. Comparison of a 
subscriber list for 1849 with data from the 1850 census indicates a readership dominated 
by property owners but reflecting a cross-section of the population, with personal 
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accounts suggesting the newspaper also reached a wider nonsubscribing audience. In 
addition, the major metropolitan daily newspapers often prepared weekly editions for 
circulation to the countryside. Most famously the Weekly New York Tribune was jammed 
with political, economic and cultural news and features, and was a major resource for the 
Whig and Republican parties, as well as a window on the international world, and the 
New York and European cultural scenes. 

Associated Press and impact of telegraphy 

This idea of news and the newspaper for its own sake, the unprecedented aggressiveness 
in news-gathering, and the blatant methods by which the cheap papers were popularized 
aroused the antagonism of the older papers, but created a competition that could not be 
ignored. Systems of more rapid news-gathering and distribution quickly appeared. 
Sporadic attempts at co-operation in obtaining news had already been made; in 1848 the 
Journal of Commerce, Courier and Enquirer, Tribune, Herald, Sun, and Express formed 
the New York Associated Press to obtain news for the members jointly. Out of this idea 
grew other local, then state, and finally national associations. European news, which, 
thanks to steamship service, could now be obtained when but half as old as before, 
became an important feature. In the forties several papers sent correspondents abroad, 
and in the next decade this field was highly developed. 

The telegraph, in 1844 shown to be practical, and put to successful use during the 
Mexican-American War, led to numerous far-reaching results in journalism. Telegraphic 
columns became a leading feature; news associations grew as the wires lengthened; but 
the greatest effect on the journalism of the country at large was to decentralize the press 
by rendering the inland papers, in such cities as Chicago, Louisville, Cincinnati, St. 
Louis, and New Orleans independent of those in Washington and New York. A change 
made in the postal laws in 1845 favored the local circulation of newspapers. The country 
circulation of most of the large Eastern papers was so curtailed that only one or two, like 
the New York Tribune, were able to maintain through their weekly editions something of 
their national character; the organs in Washington, even Niles’s Weekly Register, which 
had been a most useful vehicle for the disseminating of political information, were still 
further shorn of their usefulness and soon eliminated; and the already vigorous provincial 
press became numerous and powerful. 

Great editors 

Out of the period of restless change in the 1830s there emerged a few great editors whose 
force and ability gave them and their newspapers an influence hitherto unequalled, and 
made the period between 1840 and 1860 that of personal journalism. These few men not 
only interpreted and reflected the spirit of the time, but were of great influence in shaping 
and directing public opinion. Consequently the scope, character, and influence of 
newspapers was in the period immensely widened and enriched, and rendered relatively 
free from the worst subjection to political control. 
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Lincoln spins the news—a Copperhead cartoon from 1862 (note the horns) 

Naturally, the outstanding feature of this personal journalism was the editorial. Rescued 
from the slough of ponderousness into which it had fallen in its abject and uninspired 
party service, the editorial was revived, invigorated, and endowed with a vitality that 
made it the center about which all other features of the newspaper were grouped. It was 
individual; however large the staff of writers, the editorials were regarded as the utterance 
of the editor. "Greeley says" was the customary preface to quotations from the Tribune, 
and indeed many editorials were signed. James Gordon Bennett, Samuel Bowles (1826–
78), Horace Greeley (1811–72), and Henry J. Raymond (1820–69) are the outstanding 
figures of the period. Of Bennett’s influence something has already been said; especially, 
he freed his paper from party control. His power was great, but it came from his genius in 
gathering and presenting news rather than from editorial discussion, for he had no great 
moral, social or political ideals, and his influence, always lawless and uncertain, can 
hardly be regarded as characteristic of the period. Of the others named, and many 
besides, it could be said with approximate truth that their ideal was "a full presentation 
and a liberal discussion of all questions of public concernment, from an entirely 
independent position, and a faithful and impartial exhibition of all movements of interest 
at home and abroad." As all three were not only upright and independent, but in various 
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measure gifted with the quality of statesmanship at once philosophical and practical, their 
newspapers were powerful molders of opinion at a critical period in the history of the 
nation. 

The news field was immeasurably broadened; news style was improved; interviews, 
newly introduced, lent the ease and freshness of dialogue and direct quotation. There was 
a notable improvement in the reporting of business, markets, and finance. In a few papers 
the literary department was conducted by staffs as able as any today. A foreign news 
service was developed that in intelligence, fidelity, and general excellence reached the 
highest standard yet attained in American journalism. A favorite feature was the series of 
letters from the editor or other member of the staff who traveled and wrote of what he 
heard or saw. Bowles, Olmsted, Greeley, Bayard Taylor, Bennett, and many others thus 
observed life and conditions at home or abroad; and they wrote so entertainingly and to 
such purpose that the letters—those of Olmsted and Taylor, for instance—are still 
sources of entertainment or information. 

The growth of these papers meant the development of great staffs of workers that 
exceeded in numbers anything dreamed of in the preceding period. Although later 
journalism has far exceeded in this respect the time we are now considering, still the 
scope, complexity, and excellence of our modern metropolitan journalism in all its 
aspects were clearly begun between 1840 and 1860. 

The New York Tribune under Horace Greeley exhibited the best features of the new and 
semi-independent personal journalism based upon political beginnings and inspired with 
an enthusiasm for service that is one of the fine characteristics of the period. In editing 
the New Yorker Greeley had acquired experience in literary journalism and in political 
news; his Jeffersonian and Log Cabin, popular campaign papers, had brought him into 
contact with politicians and extended his acquaintance with the masses. Being with all his 
independence a staunch party man, he was chosen to manage a party organ when one was 
needed to support the Whig administration of Harrison, and the prospectus of the New 
York Tribune appeared 3 April 1841. Greeley’s ambition was to make the Tribune not 
only a good party paper, but also the first paper in America, and he succeeded by 
imparting to it a certain idealistic character with a practical appeal that no other journal 
possessed. His sound judgment appeared in the unusually able staff that he gathered 
about him. Almost from the first, the staff that made the Tribune represented a broad 
catholicity of interests and tastes, in the world of thought as well as in the world of 
action, and a solid excellence in ability and in organization, which were largely the result 
of the genius of Greeley and over which he was the master spirit. It included Henry J. 
Raymond, who later became Greeley’s rival on the Times, George M. Snow, George 
William Curtis, Charles A. Dana, Bayard Taylor, George Ripley, William H. Fry, 
Margaret Fuller, Edmund Quincy, and Charles T. Congdon. It is easy to understand how 
with such a group of writers the idea of the literary newspaper, which had been alive 
from the beginning of the century, should have advanced well-night to its greatest 
perfection. 
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The great popular strength of the Tribune doubtless lay in its disinterested sympathy with 
all the ideals and sentiments that stirred the popular mind in the forties and fifties. "We 
cannot afford", Greeley wrote, "to reject unexamined any idea which proposes to improve 
the moral, intellectual, or social condition of mankind." He pointed out that the proper 
course of an editor, in contrast to that of the time-server, was to have "an ear open to the 
plaints of the wronged and suffering, though they can never repay advocacy, and those 
who mainly support newspapers will be annoyed and often exposed by it; a heart as 
sensitive to oppression and degradation in the next street as if they were practiced in 
Brazil or Japan; a pen as ready to expose and reprove the crimes whereby wealth is 
amassed and luxury enjoyed in our own country as if they had only been committed by 
Turks or Pagans in Asia some centuries ago." In conformity with these principles Greeley 
lent his support to all proposals for ameliorating the condition of the labouring men by 
industrial education, by improved methods of farming, or even by such radical means as 
the socialistic Fourier Association. He strongly advocated the protective tariff because he 
believed that it was for the advantage of the workingman; and the same sympathy led him 
to give serious attention to the discussion of women’s rights with special reference to the 
equal economic status of women. There were besides many lesser causes in which the 
Tribune displayed its spirit of liberalism, such as temperance reform, capital punishment, 
the Irish repeals, and the liberation of Hungary. 

On the most important question of the time, the abolition of slavery, Greeley’s views 
were intimately connected with party policy. His antipathy to slavery, based on moral and 
economic grounds, placed him from the first among the mildly radical reformers. But his 
views underwent gradual intensification. Acknowledged the most influential Whig party 
editor in 1844, he had by 1850 become the most influential anti-slavery editor—the 
spokesman not of Whigs merely but of a great class of Northerners who were thoroughly 
antagonistic to slavery but who had not been satisfied with either the non-political war of 
Garrison or the one-plank political efforts of the Free Soil party. This influence was 
greatly increased between 1850 and 1854 by some of the most vigorous and trenchant 
editorial writing America has ever known. The circulation of the Tribune in 1850 was, all 
told, a little less than sixty thousand, two-thirds of which was the Weekly. In 1854 the 
Weekly alone had a circulation of 112,000 copies. But even this figure is not the measure 
of the Tribune’s peculiar influence, "for it was pre-eminently the journal of the rural 
districts, and one copy did service for many readers. To the people in the Adirondack 
wilderness it was a political bible, and the well-known scarcity of Democrats there was 
attributed to it. Yet it was as freely read by the intelligent people living on the Western 
Reserve of Ohio", (James Ford Rhodes) and in Wisconsin and Illinois. The work of 
Greeley and his associates in these years gave a new strength and a new scope and 
outlook to American journalism. 

Henry Jarvis Raymond, who began his journalistic career on the Tribune and gained 
further experience in editing the respectable, old-fashioned, political Courier and 
Enquirer, perceived that there was an opening for a type of newspaper that should stand 
midway between Greeley, the moralist and reformer, and Bennett, the cynical, non-moral 
news-monger. He was able to interest friends in raising the hundred thousand dollars that 
he thought essential to the success of his enterprise. This sum is significant of the 
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development of American daily journalism, for Greeley had started the Tribune only ten 
years earlier with a capital of one thousand dollars, and Bennett had founded the Herald 
with nothing at all. On this sound financial basis, Raymond began the career of the New 
York Times on September 18, 1851, and made it a success from the outset. He perfected 
his news-gathering forces and brought into play his intimate acquaintance with men of 
affairs to open up the sources of information. Above all he set a new standard for foreign 
service. The American public never had a more general and intelligent interest in 
European affairs than in the middle years of the nineteenth century. The leading papers 
directed their best efforts toward sustaining and improving their foreign service, and 
Raymond used a brief vacation in Europe to establish for his paper a system of 
correspondence as trustworthy, if not as inclusive, as that of the Herald or Tribune. If our 
newspapers today are immeasurably in advance of those of sixty years ago in almost 
every field of journalism, there is only here and there anything to compare in worth with 
the foreign correspondence of that time. The men who wrote from the news centers of 
Europe were persons of wide political knowledge and experience, and social 
consequence. They had time and ability to do their work thoroughly, carefully, and 
intelligently, innocent of superficial effort toward sensation, of the practices of inaccurate 
brevity and irresponsible haste, which began with the laying of the Atlantic cable. 

 
 

The Tribune spoke for the Republican party in 1864 

The theory of journalism announced by Raymond in the Times marks another advance 
over the party principles of his predecessors. He thought that a newspaper might assume 
the rôle now of a party paper, now of an organ of non-partisan, independent thought, and 
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still be regarded by the great body of its readers as steadily guided by principles of 
sincere public policy. An active ambition for political preferment prevented him from 
achieving this ideal. Although he professed conservatism only in those cases where 
conservatism was essential to the public good and radicalism in everything that might 
require radical treatment and radical reform, the spirit of opposition to the Tribune, as 
well as his temperamental leanings, carried him definitely to the conservative side. He 
was by nature inclined to accept the established order and make the best of it. Change, if 
it came, should come not through radical agitation and revolution, but by cautious and 
gradual evolution. The world needed brushing, not harrowing. Such ideas, as he applied 
them to journalism, appealed to moderate men, reflected the opinions of a large and 
influential class somewhere between the advanced thinkers and theorists and the mass of 
men more likely to be swayed by passions of approbation or protest than by reason. 

 
 

A Republican newspaper celebrates victory in 1896 

It was the tone of the Times that especially distinguished it from its contemporaries. In his 
first issue Raymond announced his purpose to write in temperate and measured language 
and to get into a passion as rarely as possible. "There are few things in this world which it 
is worth while to get angry about; and they are just the things anger will not improve." In 
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controversy he meant to avoid abusive language. His style was gentle, candid, and 
decisive, and achieved its purpose by facility, clearness, and moderation rather than by 
powerful fervor and invective. His editorials were generally cautious, impersonal, and 
finished in form. With abundant self-respect and courtesy, he avoided, as one of his 
coadjutors said, vulgar abuse of individuals, unjust criticism, or narrow and personal 
ideas. He had that degree and kind of intelligence that enabled him to appreciate two 
principles of modern journalism—the application of social ethics to editorial conduct and 
the maintenance of a comprehensive spirit. As he used them, these were positive, not 
negative virtues. 

 
 

Vile gossip and scandal spew from the press in the 1888 Puck cartoon 
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Raymond’s contribution to journalism, then, was not the introduction of revolutionizing 
innovations in any department of the profession but a general improving and refining of 
its tone, a balancing of its parts, sensitizing it to discreet and cultivated popular taste. 
Taking The Times as his model, he tried to combine in his paper the English standard of 
trustworthiness, stability, inclusiveness, and exclusiveness, with the energy and news 
initiative of the best American journalism; to preserve in it an integrity of motive and a 
decorum of conduct such as he possessed as a gentleman. 

Mass markets, yellow journalism and muckrakers, 
1890–1920 

 
 
Male Spanish officials strip search an American woman tourist in Cuba looking for 
messages from rebels; front page "yellow journalism" from Hearst (artist: Remington) 
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Muckrakers 

A muckraker is an American English term for a person who investigates and exposes 
issues of corruption. there were widely held values, such as political corruption, corporate 
crime, child labor, conditions in slums and prisons, unsanitary conditions in food 
processing plants (such as meat), fraudulent claims by manufacturers of patent medicines, 
labor racketeering, and similar topics. In British English however the term is applied to 
sensationalist scandal-mongering journalist, not driven by any social [original text 
missing; “journalist” above likely should be “journalism” or “a...journalist.”]. 

The term muckraker is most usually associated in America with a group of American 
investigative reporters, novelists and critics in the Progressive Era from the 1890s to the 
1920s. It also applies to post 1960 journalists who follow in the tradition of those from 
that period. 

Muckrakers have most often sought, in the past, to serve the public interest by uncovering 
crime, corruption, waste, fraud and abuse in both the public and private sectors. In the 
early 1900s, muckrakers shed light on such issues by writing books and articles for 
popular magazines and newspapers such as Cosmopolitan, The Independent, Collier's 
Weekly and McClure's. Some of the most famous of the early muckrakers are Ida Tarbell, 
Lincoln Steffens, and Ray Stannard Baker. 

An example of a contemporary muckraker work is Ralph Nader's Unsafe at Any Speed 
(1965), which led to reforms in automotive manufacturing in the United States. Nader's 
publication led to a stop in the production of the Chevrolet Corvair, one of the first rear-
engine American cars. The discontinuation of the Corvair was controversial because 
many believed the innovative style could have been altered for safety and could have 
spurred the American automobile industry. The rise of muckraking in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries corresponded with the advent of Progressivism yet, while temporally 
correlated, the two are not intrinsically linked. 

History of term muckraker 

President Theodore Roosevelt is attributed as the source of the term 'muckraker'. During 
a speech in 1906, he likened the muckrakers to the Man with the Muckrake, a character in 
John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress (1678). 

While Roosevelt apparently disliked what he saw as a certain lack of optimism of 
muckraking's practitioners: 

…the Man with the Muck-rake, the man who could look no way but downward, with the 
muck-rake in his hand; who was offered a celestial crown for his muck-rake, but who 
would neither look up nor regard the crown he was offered, but continued to rake to 
himself the filth of the floor. 

His speech strongly advocated against the muckrakers: 
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There are, in the body politic, economic and social, many and grave evils, and there is 
urgent necessity for the sternest war upon them. There should be relentless exposure of 
and attack upon every evil man whether politician or business man, every evil practice, 
whether in politics, in business, or in social life. I hail as a benefactor every writer or 
speaker, every man who, on the platform, or in book, magazine, or newspaper, with 
merciless severity makes such attack, provided always that he in his turn remembers that 
the attack is of use only if it is absolutely truthful. 

Early muckrakers 

• Nellie Bly (1864–1922) Ten Days in a Mad-House 
• Thomas W. Lawson (1857–1924) Frenzied Finance (1906) on Amalgamated 

Copper stock scandal 
• Fremont Older (1856–1935) San Francisco corruption and the case of Tom 

Mooney 
• Lincoln Steffens (1866–1936) The Shame of the Cities (1904) 
• Charles Edward Russell (1860–1941)—investigated Beef Trust, Georgia's prison) 
• Ida Minerva Tarbell (1857–1944) expose, The History of the Standard Oil 

Company 
• Burton J. Hendrick (1870–1949)—"The Story of Life Insurance" May–November 

1906 McClure's magazine 
• Westbrook Pegler (1894–1969)—exposed crime in labor unions in 1940s 
• I.F. Stone (1907–1989)—McCarthyism and Vietnam War, published newsletter, 

I.F. Stone's Weekly 
• George Seldes (1890–1995)—Freedom of the Press (1935) and Lords of the Press 

(1938), blacklisted during the 1950s period of McCarthyism 
• Casey Swint (1904–1999)—Weekly editor of Atlanta Journal Constitution, wrote 

Keys to the City (non-fiction book about influence of political bosses on Atlanta 
politics). Early Civil Rights advocate. 

Contemporary muckrakers 

• Wayne Barrett—investigative journalist, senior editor of the Village Voice; wrote 
on mystique and misdeeds in Rudy Giuliani's conduct as mayor of New York 
City, Grand Illusion: The Untold Story of Rudy Giuliani and 9/11 (2006) 

• Richard Behar—investigative journalist, two-time winner of the 'Jack Anderson 
Award'. Anderson himself once praised Behar as "one of the most dogged of our 
watchdogs" 

• Juan Gonzalez (journalist)—investigative reporter, columnist in New York Daily 
News; authored book on Rudy Giuliani and George W. Bush administration's 
handling of the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 attacks in New York City 
and illnesses from Ground Zero dust: Fallout: The Environmental Consequences 
of the World Trade Center Collapse (2004) 

• John Howard Griffin (1920–1980)—white journalist who disguised himself as a 
black man to write about racial injustice in the south 
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• Seymour Hersh—My Lai massacre, Israeli nuclear weapons program, Henry 
Kissinger, the Kennedys, 2003 invasion of Iraq, Abu Ghraib abuses 

• Malcolm Johnson—exposed organized crime on the New York waterfront 
• Jonathan Kwitny (1941–1998)—wrote numerous investigative articles for The 

Wall Street Journal 
• Jack Newfield—muckraking columnist; wrote for New York Post; and wrote The 

Full Rudy: The Man, the Myth, the Mania [about Rudy Giuliani] (2003) and other 
titles 

• Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein—breakthrough journalists for Washington 
Post on the Watergate scandal; authors of All the President's Men, non-fiction 
account of the scandal 

Yellow Journalism 

Yellow journalism is a pejorative reference to journalism that features scandal-
mongering, sensationalism, jingoism or other unethical or unprofessional practices by 
news media organizations or individual journalists. 

The term originated during the circulation battles between Joseph Pulitzer's New York 
World and William Randolph Hearst's New York Journal from 1895 to about 1898, and 
can refer specifically to this period. Both papers were accused by critics of 
sensationalizing the news in order to drive up circulation, although the newspapers did 
serious reporting as well. The New York Press coined the term "Yellow Journalism" in 
early 1897 to describe the papers of Pulitzer and Hearst. The newspaper did not define 
the term, and in 1898 simply elaborated, "We called them Yellow because they are 
Yellow." 

Origins: Pulitzer v. Hearst Joseph Pulitzer purchased the World in 1882 after making the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch the dominant daily in that city. The publisher had gotten his start 
editing a German-language publication in St. Louis, and saw a great untapped market in 
the nation's immigrant classes. Pulitzer strove to make The World an entertaining read, 
and filled his paper with pictures, games and contests that drew in readers, particularly 
those who used English as a second language. Crime stories filled many of the pages, 
with headlines like "Was He A Suicide?" and "Screaming for Mercy". In addition, 
Pulitzer only charged readers two cents per issue but gave readers eight and sometimes 
12 pages of information (the only other two-cent paper in the city never exceeded four 
pages). 

While there were many sensational stories in the World, they were by no means the only 
pieces, or even the dominant ones. Pulitzer believed that newspapers were public 
institutions with a duty to improve society, and he put the World in the service of social 
reform. During a heat wave in 1883, World reporters went into the Manhattan's 
tenements, writing stories about the appalling living conditions of immigrants and the toll 
the heat took on the children. Stories headlined "How Babies Are Baked" and "Lines of 
Little Hearses" spurred reform and drove up the World's circulation. 
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Just two years after Pulitzer took it over, the World became the highest circulation 
newspaper in New York, aided in part by its strong ties to the Democratic Party. Older 
publishers, envious of Pulitzer's success, began criticizing the World, harping on its crime 
stories and stunts while ignoring its more serious reporting—trends that influenced the 
popular perception of yellow journalism, both then and now. Charles Dana, editor of the 
New York Sun, attacked the World and said Pulitzer was "deficient in judgment and in 
staying power." 

Pulitzer's approach made an impression on William Randolph Hearst, a mining heir who 
acquired the San Francisco Examiner from his father in 1887. Hearst read the World 
while studying at Harvard University and resolved to make the Examiner as bright as 
Pulitzer's paper. Under his leadership, the Examiner devoted 24 percent of its space to 
crime, presenting the stories as morality plays, and sprinkled adultery and "nudity" (by 
19th century standards) on the front page. A month after taking over the paper, the 
Examiner ran this headline about a hotel fire: 

HUNGRY, FRANTIC FLAMES. They Leap Madly Upon the Splendid Pleasure Palace 
by the Bay of Monterey, Encircling Del Monte in Their Ravenous Embrace From 
Pinnacle to Foundation. Leaping Higher, Higher, Higher, With Desperate Desire. 
Running Madly Riotous Through Cornice, Archway and Facade. Rushing in Upon the 
Trembling Guests with Savage Fury. Appalled and Panic-Striken the Breathless Fugitives 
Gaze Upon the Scene of Terror. The Magnificent Hotel and Its Rich Adornments Now a 
Smoldering heap of Ashes. The "Examiner" Sends a Special Train to Monterey to Gather 
Full Details of the Terrible Disaster. Arrival of the Unfortunate Victims on the Morning's 
Train—A History of Hotel del Monte—The Plans for Rebuilding the Celebrated 
Hostelry—Particulars and Supposed Origin of the Fire. 

Hearst could go overboard in his crime coverage; one of his early pieces, regarding a 
"band of murderers", attacked the police for forcing Examiner reporters to do their work 
for them. But while indulging in these stunts, the Examiner also increased its space for 
international news, and sent reporters out to uncover municipal corruption and 
inefficiency. In one celebrated story, Examiner reporter Winifred Black was admitted 
into a San Francisco hospital and discovered that indigent women were treated with 
"gross cruelty". The entire hospital staff was fired the morning the piece appeared. 

New York 

With the Examiner's success established by the early 1890s, Hearst began shopping for a 
New York newspaper. Hearst purchased the New York Journal in 1895, a penny paper 
that Pulitzer's brother Albert had sold to a Cincinnati publisher the year before. 

Metropolitan newspapers started going after department store advertising in the 1890s, 
and discovered the larger circulation base, the better. This drove Hearst; following 
Pulitzer's earlier strategy, he kept the Journal's price at one cent (compared to The 
Worlds two cent price) while providing as much information as rival newspapers. The 
approach worked, and as the Journals circulation jumped to 150,000, Pulitzer cut his 
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price to a penny, hoping to drive his young competitor (who was subsidized by his 
family's fortune) into bankruptcy. In a counterattack, Hearst raided the staff of the World 
in 1896. While most sources say that Hearst simply offered more money, Pulitzer—who 
had grown increasingly abusive to his employees—had become an extremely difficult 
man to work for, and many World employees were willing to jump for the sake of getting 
away from him. 

Although the competition between the World and the Journal was fierce, the papers were 
temperamentally alike. Both were Democratic, both were sympathetic to labor and 
immigrants (a sharp contrast to publishers like the New York Tribune's Whitelaw Reid, 
who blamed their poverty on moral defects), and both invested enormous resources in 
their Sunday publications, which functioned like weekly magazines, going beyond the 
normal scope of daily journalism. 

Their Sunday entertainment features included the first color comic strip pages, and some 
theorize that the term yellow journalism originated there, while as noted above the New 
York Press left the term it invented undefined. The Yellow Kid, a comic strip revolving 
around a bald child in a yellow nightshirt, became exceptionally popular when cartoonist 
Richard Outcault began drawing it in the World in early 1896. When Hearst predictably 
hired Outcault away, Pulitzer asked artist George Luks to continue the strip with his 
characters, giving the city two Yellow Kids. The use of "yellow journalism" as a 
synonym for over-the-top sensationalism in the U.S. apparently started with more serious 
newspapers commenting on the excesses of "the Yellow Kid papers". 

Spanish-American War 

Pulitzer and Hearst are often credited (or blamed) for drawing the nation into the 
Spanish-American War with sensationalist stories or outright lying. In fact, the vast 
majority of Americans did not live in New York City, and the decision makers who did 
live there probably relied more on staid newspapers like the Times, the Sun or the Post. 
The most famous example of the exaggeration is the apocryphal story that artist Frederic 
Remington telegrammed Hearst to tell him all was quiet in Cuba and "There will be no 
war." Hearst responded "Please remain. You furnish the pictures and I'll furnish the war." 
The story (a version of which appears in the Hearst-inspired Orson Welles' film Citizen 
Kane) first appeared in the memoirs of reporter James Creelman in 1901, and there is no 
other source for it. 

But Hearst was a war hawk after a rebellion broke out in Cuba in 1895. Stories of Cuban 
virtue and Spanish brutality soon dominated his front page. While the accounts were of 
dubious accuracy, the newspaper readers of the 19th century did not need, or necessarily 
want, his stories to be pure nonfiction. Historian Michael Robertson has said that 
"Newspaper reporters and readers of the 1890s were much less concerned with 
distinguishing among fact-based reporting, opinion and literature." 
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Pulitzer's treatment in the World emphasizes horrible explosion 
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Hearst's treatment was more effective and focused on the enemy who set the bomb—and 
offered a huge reward to readers 

Hearst's treatment was more effective and focused on the enemy who set the bomb—and 
offered a huge reward to readers. Pulitzer, though lacking Hearst's resources, kept the 
story on his front page. The yellow press covered the revolution extensively and often 
inaccurately, but conditions on Cuba were horrific enough. The island was in a terrible 
economic depression, and Spanish general Valeriano Weyler, sent to crush the rebellion, 
herded Cuban peasants into concentration camps and caused hundreds of thousands of 
deaths. Having clamored for a fight for two years, Hearst took credit for the conflict 
when it came: A week after the United States declared war on Spain, he ran "How do you 
like the Journal's war?" on his front page. In fact, President William McKinley never read 
the Journal, and newspapers like the Tribune and the New York Evening Post, both 
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staunchly Republican, demanded restraint. Moreover, journalism historians have noted 
that yellow journalism was largely confined to New York City, and that newspapers in 
the rest of the country did not follow their lead. The Journal and the World were not 
among the top ten sources of news in regional papers, and the stories simply did not make 
a splash outside Gotham. War came because public opinion was sickened by the 
bloodshed, and because conservative leaders like McKinley realized that Spain had lost 
control of Cuba. These factors weighed more on the president's mind than the 
melodramas in the New York Journal. 

Hearst sailed directly to Cuba, when the invasion began, as a war correspondent, 
providing sober and accurate accounts of the fighting. Creelman later praised the work of 
the reporters for exposing the horrors of Spanish misrule, arguing, " no true history of the 
war … can be written without an acknowledgment that whatever of justice and freedom 
and progress was accomplished by the Spanish-American war was due to the enterprise 
and tenacity of yellow journalists, many of whom lie in unremembered graves." 

After the War 

Hearst placed his newspapers at the service of the Democrats during the 1900 presidential 
election. He later campaigned for his party's presidential nomination, but lost much of his 
personal prestige when columnist Ambrose Bierce and editor Arthur Brisbane published 
separate columns months apart that called for the assassination of McKinley. When 
McKinley was shot on September 6, 1901, the Republican press went livid, accusing 
Hearst of driving Leon Czolgosz to the deed. Hearst did not know of Bierce's column and 
claimed to have pulled Brisbane's after it ran in a first edition, but the incident would 
haunt him for the rest of his life and all but destroyed his presidential ambitions. 

Pulitzer, haunted by his "yellow sins", returned the World to its crusading roots as the 
new century dawned. By the time of his death in 1911, the World was a widely-respected 
publication, and would remain a leading progressive paper until its demise in 1931. 

Currency 

The term has largely fallen into disuse as the media world has grown both in scope and in 
complexity. 

The gentler pejorative "infotainment" was coined more recently to refer to generally 
inoffensive news programming that shuns serious issues, but blends "soft" journalism and 
entertainment rather than emphasizing more important news values. When infotainment 
involves celebrity sex scandals, dramatic (or dramatized) "true crime" stories and similar 
trivia, it borders on the tricks of old-fashioned yellow journalism. 

Corporate media is another recent pejorative, when applied to news conglomerates whose 
business interests critics see as counter to the public interest. For example, such media 
may avoid incisive reporting on influential corporations or limit public information about 
proposed government regulation of media industries. Collusion between political, 
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business and media worlds sometimes brings allegations of illegal or unethical practices 
ranging from fraud to antitrust violations. 

While bland infotainment and unethical corporate media practices may be considered 
"yellow" in the sense of "cowardly", the term yellow journalism traditionally refers to 
news organizations for whom some combination of sensationalism, profiteering, 
propaganda, journalistic bias or jingoism takes dominance over factual reporting and the 
profession's public trust. If one may construe gradations of bias, then Yellow journalism 
may be considered less subtle and coarser in content and execution than media bias, 
though bias is indeed evident. Some claim that a Fox News internal memo uncovered in 
late 2006 reveals evidence of that organization's bias in favor of the Republican Party. 

A current perceived rift is therefore more akin to a segmentation according to definitions 
of "news." The public still attaches to "news" the connotations of "journalism." Because 
of these developments, the common definition of "news" no longer belongs in the domain 
of journalists, but to wider television and internet media outlets over a vast spectrum of 
target issues and audiences. The proliferation of web media has in a certain sense re-
validated journalistic ethics: reports that conform best tend to be treated as more 
authoritative. "Pseudo-news" organizations draw general audiences, who tend to fall into 
market demographics that each favor particular blends of issues-based entertainment 
along with their "news." 

Ethnic press 
While the English language press served the general population, practically every ethnic 
group had its own newspapers in thekir own language. At one point there were a 
thousand German-language papers. The German papers nearly all folded in World War I, 
and after 1950 the other ethnic groups had largely dropped foreign language papers. After 
1965, there were many new immigrants but they set up few major papers. 

Representative was the situation in Chicago, where the Polish Americans sustained 
diverse political cultures, each with its own newspaper. In 1920 the community had a 
choice of five daily papers - from the Socialist Dziennik Ludowy [People's daily] (1907–
25) to the Polish Roman Catholic Union's Dziennik Zjednoczenia [Union daily] (1921–
39) - all of which supported workers' struggles for better working conditions and were 
part of a broader program of cultural and educational activities. The decision to subscribe 
to a particular paper reaffirmed a particular ideology or institutional network based on 
ethnicity and class, which lent itself to different alliances and different strategies. Most 
papers preached assimilation into middle class American values and supported 
Americanization programs, but still included news of the home country. 

Chains and syndicates, 1900–1960 
E. W. Scripps founder of the first national newspaper chain in the United States, sought 
in the early years of the 20th century to create syndicated services based on product 
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differentiation while appealing to the needs of his readers. Success, Scripps believed, 
depended on providing what competing newspapers did not. To achieve this end while 
controlling costs and centralizing management, Scripps developed a national wire service 
(United Press), a news features service (Newspaper Enterprise Association), and other 
services. Scripps successfully reached a large market at low costs in new and different 
ways and captured the interests of a wider range of readers, especially women who were 
more interested in features than in political news. However, the local editors lost a degree 
of autonomy and local news coverage diminished significantly. 

 
 

Ad for the Hearst chain, 1923 

In part to aid in his political ambitions, Hearst opened newspapers in other cities, among 
them Chicago, Los Angeles and Boston. By the mid-1920s he had a nation-wide string of 
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28 newspapers, among them the Los Angeles Examiner, the Boston American, the 
Chicago Examiner, the Detroit Times, the Seattle Post-Intelligencer and the Washington 
Times and Washington Herald and his flagship the San Francisco Examiner. In 1924 he 
opened the New York Daily Mirror, a racy tabloid frankly imitating the New York Daily 
News. Among his other holdings were the magazines Cosmopolitan, and Harper's Bazaar; 
two news services, Universal News and International News Service; King Features 
Syndicate; and a film company, Cosmopolitan Productions, as well as real estate. Hearst 
used his influence to help Franklin D. Roosevelt win the 1932 Democratic nomination. 
However he broke with Roosevelt in 1935 because Roosevelt did not want to fund the 
veterans' bonus. After that the Hearst chain became the bitter enemy of the New Deal 
from the right. The other major chains likewise were hostile, and in 1936 Roosevelt had 
the support of only 10% of the nation's newspapers (by circulation). 

Competition: Television and Internet, 1970–present 

Rapid decline in circulation 

The circulation of the nation’s daily newspapers plunged since 2006, in one of the 
sharpest declines in recent history. The slide continues a decades-long trend and adds to 
the woes of a mature industry already struggling with layoffs and facing the potential sale 
of some of its flagships. In addition newsstand sales of magazines fell more than 4 
percent, to about 48.7 million copies. Among domestic newsweeklies, Time magazine 
reported the biggest drop. Analysts pointed to the increased use of the Internet, noting 
that more people in 2006 read the New York Times online than on paper. Newspaper 
readership goes up with education, and education levels are rising. That favorable trend is 
offset by the choice of people in each age group to read fewer papers.  

Corporate turmoil 

After 1950 newspaper readership grew slower than the population. After 1990 the 
number of readers started to decline. The number of papers also declined, especially as 
afternoon papers collapsed in the face of television news. However sales of advertising 
remained strong and profits were still high. In 2002, newspapers reported advertising 
revenues of $44 billion. According to Morton Research, a market analysis firm, in 2003, 
the 13 major publicly traded newspaper companies earned an average pretax profit 
margin of 19 percent. 

From 1987 to 2003 showed an industry in transition. Although 305 newspapers ceased 
daily publication during this period, 64% of these newspapers continued to serve their 
markets as weeklies, merged dailies, or zoned editions. The 111 dailies that went out of 
business were offset by 63 dailies that started publication. In effect, the newspaper 
industry lost service in 48 markets during 17 years. After 2003 the process speeded up, as 
revenue from advertising fell and circulation declined, as more people relied on the 
internet for news. 
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Spanish and Asian language newspapers 

The Latino Print Network estimated the combined circulation of all Hispanic newspapers 
in the United States at 16.2 million in 2003. Mainstream (English) daily newspapers 
owned 46 Hispanic publications—nearly all of them weeklies—that have a combined 
circulation of 2.9 million. From 1990 to 2000, the number of Hispanic newspapers alone 
nearly doubled from 355 to 652 

In 1976 the Miami Herald started El Herald, a one-page Spanish insert that was reborn in 
1987 as El Nuevo Herald, a daily supplement to the Miami Herald. El Nuevo Herald 
became independent of the Herald in 1998 and by 2003 had an average daily circulation 
of 90,300. In 1981, the Gannett chain entered daily Spanish publishing when it bought El 
Diario/La Prensa, a 52,000-circulation New York City tabloid that is the nation's oldest 
Spanish daily. 

The Tribune Co., Belo Corp. and Knight Ridder launched daily Spanish-language papers 
in 2003. Hispanic-oriented newspapers and magazines generated $1.3 billion in revenue 
in 2002. By comparison, the operating revenue that year for Knight Ridder's 32 papers 
was $2.8 billion. Readership remains small, however. New York City already had two 
Spanish-language dailies with a combined circulation of about 100,000, as well as papers 
from Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic and a score of weeklies. But Louis Sito 
said their "circulation levels were very, very minimal when compared to the population 
size." (New York, population 8 million, is 27 percent Hispanic; the Bronx, 1.3 million, is 
48 percent Hispanic.) Sito urged Newsday publisher Raymond A. Jansen to launch a daily 
instead of a weekly, and Hoy premiered on November 16, 1998, with a circulation of 
25,000. By 2003, Hoy sold 91,000 copies a day in the New York metro area. The Dallas-
Fort Worth market contains 1.3 million Latinos—22 percent of the population and 
growing (estimated to reach 38 percent by 2006). The Dallas Morning News developed 
Al Día to entice that audience. The Monday-through-Saturday paper debuted in 
September 2003 with a staff of 50, an initial circulation of 40,000 and a newsstand price 
of 25 cents. Diario La Estrella began in 1994 as a dual-language insert of the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram and first grew into an all-Spanish stand-alone paper with a twice-weekly 
total circulation of 75,000 copies distributed free via newsstands and selective home 
delivery. 

With the notable exception of Viet Mercury, a five-year-old, 35,000-circulation weekly 
Vietnamese-language paper published by Knight Ridder's San Jose Mercury News, U.S. 
media companies have generally eschewed the Asian market even though daily papers in 
Chinese, Korean or Vietnamese are thriving in New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles 
and other cities. The Mandarin-language World Journal, which distributes from San 
Francisco to Toronto and states a circulation (unaudited) of 350,000. World Journal; its 
biggest competitor, Sing Tao (181,000 circulation unaudited); and Korea Times (254,000, 
also unaudited) are owned by international media giants based in Taiwan, Hong Kong 
and Seoul, respectively. 
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